Foul, on apostie of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and ﬁMO‘/LA)/ our brother,
7o God's holy pecple in Colossae, the Foithful brothers and sisters in Christ
Groce +to you and peoce From God our Fother.

We odwoys thonk God, the Fother of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we proy for
you, for we howe heord of your Foqith in Christ Tesus and of the love +Aat you
howe Ffor odl God's holy people, the Foith ond love Hhat spring From the hope +hot
s Kept sote Ffor you in the Aeowen(/v places. You heord about +Ais Aope betore in
the word of the truth, the gospel that hos come to you. Just as it is bearing
Fruit and growing in the whole world, so it Ads been bedring fruit dmorng
yourselves from the doy you heard it and truly compresended the groce of God.
You leorned i+ From EPMAKQ/S, our beloved fellow-servont, who /s o Fosthtul
wiinister of CArist on your beholft, ond i+ was Ae who informed us of your love in
the Spirit.

For +Ais reason, since +he Aoy we heard of your Fosth in Christ Jesus, we howe
ot ceased Proying For you ard asking +hot you miy be filled with t+he
Krnowledge of His will in 04l spiritudd wisdom 0nd wnderstanding, so +hot you moy
wodK in o monner u/ofv’%/ of the Lord, /o(l[/v pleasing +o Him: bearing #rait in
every good work, growing in the Knowledge of God, strengthened with all the
strength thot comes From His glorious power to howe perseveronce and potience
in oLl things, while joytully giving +honks o the Fother, who Aas enabled you to
share in the inkeritonce of the saints in the lght. He Aas delivered us from the
power of darKness ond transterred us into the Kingdom of Ais beloved Son, in

whom we howe redemption, the Fforgiveness of sins.

He is the imoge of +he invisible God,
the Firstborn of oll creation,

for in Him all +hings in Aeowen and on earth were created,
things visible ond jnvisible,



whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—

all things Aawe been created throwgh Him ond for Him.
He Aimself /s before oll +hings,

and in Him all +hings Aold together.
He is the heod of +he body, the church;

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

s0 that He might come to howe Ffirst place in everything.
For in Himt all +he Ffullness of God wos pleased to dwell,

oand thAr oujA Hint God was pleased

to reconcile to Aimselt all +hings,

whether on earth or in Aeowen,

by makKing peace thArongh the blood of His cross.

And you, who were once olienoted From God and opposing God in your mind, doing
evil deeds, He Aos now reconciled in His /ZesA[/v body fhAroungh deoth, so as to
present you boly and blameless and irreproachoble betore God——it indeed you
continue in the o414, securely established and steadfost, without shitting 0w Oy
from +he AOP& promised by the good news thot you heord, which Aos been

procloimed to every creature under heawen and of which, |, Foul, howe become
o servont.

Now | amt rejoicing in wiy sutterings for your s0.Ke, and in niy Hesh | om
completing whot is (0cKing in Christ's ottlictions for the sake of His body——thot
i5, the church——of which | become oo minister by God's commission thot wos
given to me For you, to moke the word of God /o([[/v Known, the M)/ﬁ%ﬁf)/ thot hos
been Kept hidden for a9es and generations but Aas row been revesded to those he
Als consecroted. To them God chose to make Krnown Omong the Gentiles how
greot oxe the riches of the glory of this miystery, which is CArist in you, the hope
of Ylory. It is He whom we procloim, worning oAl people oand teaching odl people
in 0Ll wisdom, s0 thot we moy present odl pecple mature in Christ. For +hAis
parpose | (0bor, striving with all the energy with which He pam/er/ull)/ energizes

me.



Indeed, | want you to Know how hoxrd | am contending for you, and Ffor those in
L aodicea, ond for odl who Aowe not met mie personodly. | wont their heorts to
be encourdged, being Knit together in love, so thot Me)/ may Aowe oLl +he wedltA
FAOt comes From the full Ossuronce of understonding ond thus, howve the
Knowledge of God's M)/sv"ef/v——v’%af is, CArist Himself——in whom Ore hidden all +he
treasures of wisdom and Knowledge. | tell you this s0 that ro one moy deceive
you with Fine=sounding oxguments. Even though | am absent #rom you in body, yet
[ Om with you in spirit; and | rejoice to see your discipline ond the Firmmness of
your FoitA in Christ

So then, just os you howe received Christ Jesus +he Lord, continue to wolK in
Him, howing been rooted and row being built up in Him 0nd estoblished in the
Foith, just as you were tought, abounding in thonksgiving.

See to it +Hhat ro one +oKes you coptive thr OMjA pA/ZaSopA)/ and emp%y deception,
according to human tradition, according to the elementory principles of the
world, rother thon according to Christ. For in Him the fullness of divinity dwells
bod/l/v, and in Him you Aowe been brought to fullness. He is the head of every
ruler Ond M%Aorh’y. In Hin you were Qlso circumcised with - circuamcision rot
pertormed by human Aands——the removdd of the body of the Hesh by the
circameision of CArist; Adwing been buried with Him in baptism, you were also
raised with Him thArough Ffaith in the power of God, who raised Hinmt From +he
AeOHA.

And you, who were deod in your transgressions ond the uncircumeision of your
Hesh, God made alive together with Him, Aawing Fforgiven us oll our transgressions,
conceling the record of debt thot stood 090.nst us with its (9ol demonds, setting
it aside, nailing it to the cross. He disowrmed the rulers and authorities and mode
O public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in CArist.

Theretore, do not lef Qriyone condemn you in motters of food ond drink or in the
observonice of o festivod, oo new wioon, or O- s0.bboth. These are only 0- shadow



of what is to come, but the substarce belongs to CArist. Lo not let Qr1yone
defroud you of your prize, insisting on self-abasement and +he WO/SA//U of a+9els,
9oing on in detaql obout visions, puffed up without couse by a Aunion way ot
+hink ing, ond not Aold/ry fost to the Heoad, From whom the whole body, nourished
ond held together by i#5 joints ond (jgoments, grows with O growth thot is From
God.

IF with Christ you died to the e[en//er/%a//v principles of the world, M/A/v, as it you
still belonged to the world, do you submit to requlations——"0Lo not Aondle, Lo not
toste, Lo not touch' (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)——in
accordonce with humon commands and teachings! Such regulotions Aowe, to be
sure, an appesrance of wisdom, with their self=imposed piety, their Fodse AMM/ZH}/,
and their severe treatment of the body, but they are of no value in restraining
Heshly indulgence.

W then you howe been raised with Christ, Keep seeKing the things thot ore above,
where Christ is, seoted ot the right hond of God. Set your minds on things that
Qre Qbove, not on things that ore on eorth. For you howe died, and your life js
hidden with Christ in God. When CArist, who is your lite, appeors, then you adso
will appear with Him in glory.

Fut to death, therefore, whotever in you is W?"AZ/: sexuod /'MMar’a,(/'fy, /'MP&U’/'?L)/,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolotry). On occount of these the wroth
of God /s coming on those who are m//ll/ltll/ disobedient, and in them you ods0
once wolKed, when you were living that lite. But row you must put them odl
Qside—0rger, wroth, malice, slonder, and #ilthy lorguoge From your mouth. Lo
not lie to one Orother, seeing +hot you howe (04d oside the old selt with its
proctices and howe clothed yourselves with the rew self, which is being renewed
in Knowledge according to the imoge of its creator. In that renewod there /s no
longer GreeK and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, borborian, Sa/%A/a/n,
slowve ond free; but CArist is odl, ond is in odl!



Theretore, as God's chosen ones, Aal/v ond beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, Kindness, Aww/'[/vy, meeK ness, ond potience, bearing with one Orother
ond, it Quyone hos Q- complaint 04ainst another, forgiving each other; just 05 the
Lord Aas /ij/t/en you, 50 you ods0 must /ofj/t/e. And over odl these virtues, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in pertect Ao mony.

Let the pence of Christ rule in your heorts, to which indeed you were colled in
the one body. And be tHhonktul. et the word of Christ dwell in you //&AZ/V; teoch
and admonish one Onother in 0dl wisdont; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psadms, Rymns, and spiritudd songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the nome of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
FAr ongh Him.

Wives, be subject to your husbands, os is Fitting in the Lord, Husbords, (ove your
wives and never treot them Aa/sA(/v. Children, obey your porsents in odl things, for
this plenses the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest %Ae/ become
discouroged. Bondservants, obey your eoathly masters in adl +hings, not only while
being watched and in order to please them, but with sincerity of heart, tearing
the Lord. Whotever you do, worK ot it with all your heort, as done Ffor +he Lord
ond not for men, Knowing thot from the Lord you will receive the inkeritonce
A5 your rewQsd; it is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For +he wrongdoer will be
poid bocK for whotever wrong Ads been done, and there is no portiodity.
Mosters, treat your bondservonts justly and foqirly, Knowing +hat you odso howe
a Master in Aeduen.

Devote yourselves to proyer, Keeping alert in it with on attitude of +honksgiving,
Proying ot the some time Ffor us 05 well, +hat God will open to us o door For
the word, that we moy declore the miystery of Christ, for which | am in prison,
so thot |/ moy revead e clearly, os [ should. WodK in wisdonr Oxound outsiders,
makKing the most of the opportunity. L et your speech Uwdys be grocious, sedsoned
with sodt, so +hat you may Know Hhow you ought to Onswer each person.



‘&aA/a«s will tell you all the news Obout me; he is O beloved brother, oo Faithtul
winister, ond o Fellow-servont in t+he Lord. | howe sent Aim to you for this very
parpose, so thot you miy Know how we Ore ond +Aot he mAy enconrdge your
heorts; he is coming with Onesimus, the f0uithtul ond beloved brother, who is one
of you. ﬂe)/ will tell you about e:/ef)/f%/rzj here.

Aristorchus wiy tellow-prisoner greets you, as does Mark the cousin of
Barnobas, concerning whom you Adwe received instructions. If he comes to you,
welcome him. And Tesus, who is colled Justus, greets you. These are the only ones
of the circameision among my co-workers for the Kingdom of God, and they howe

been - comtort to me.

Epaphras, who is one of you, o servant of Christ Jesus, greets you. He s Odw Oy s
wrestling in Ais pProyers on your beholt, so +hot you may stand motfure Ord /MZZ)/
assured in everything that God wills. For | testity for Aim thot he Aas worKed
howrd for you and for those in [ oodicea and in H/em/,ﬁal/s. LuKe, the beloved
prysicios, and Lemas greet you.

Give miy greetings to the brothers and sisters in [aodicea, ornd +o /\//vmpAa/ and
the church in her house. And when this letter Aos been read anong you, howe it
read also in the church of the Loodiceans; and see +hot you odso read the
letter from [oodicea. And say to Archippus, 'See thot you complete the +asK
thot you howe received in the [ord!

L Padl, wm’fe ﬁ?/é qufﬂy M’f/? Mj owy! Hayid
Eewlewlver »464 el Grdee be w/ﬁ? gaof.



