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Why is BBCetc the best choice to guide you 
through DOD SBIR/STTR? 
 

Because our experts know the Department of Defense, 
inside and out. 
 
MO BRANHAM 
Monique (Mo) Branham is a BBCetc Principal Consultant who joined us in July, 
2021.  She has 22 years of experience in the DOD and government sector.   
 
Mo joined the United States Air Force in 1999 in the Battle Management Command and 
Control field and has an M.B.A in Aviation from Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University.  While in the Air Force, she served as a Quality Assurance personnel of 
government contracts and a Resource Management Officer. Mo transitioned her career 
from military to government Prime Contractor at Raytheon, capturing and managing 
DOD Command and Control Contracts.   
 
As a civilian contractor, Mo moved to the Air Force Space and Missile System Center 
(SMC) and became the SBIR/STTR commercialization expert. At SMC, she was 
responsible for topic management, the Rapid Innovation Fund, SBIR/prime technology 
match workshops and Materials Innovation Working Group. Her work was instrumental 
in finding leveraged funding from government, academic and private sectors as well as 
writing intricate transition management plans that led to the successful 
commercialization of SBIR topics such as DSS, Roll-Out Solar Array used on the 
International Space Station.  
 
Mo was able to garner leveraged funding for commercialization for more than 20 SBIR 
topics in the highly regulated and risk averse space sector. She later became the 
Program Manager at SMC for SMC University, which provided educational classes to 
contractors and government personnel on acquisitions and contract management.   
Monique has received awards from SMC for Innovation and leadership. Monique has an 
honorable discharge from the United States Air Force.  
 
JERRY HOLLISTER 
Jerry Hollister is a BBCetc Principal Consultant, having joined the company in 2017 with 
30 years of leadership experience in government, higher education, non-profit and for-
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profit enterprises. After earning an engineering degree from the University of Michigan, 
he served as commissioned Naval Officer in the Civil Engineer Corps and a warranted 
Contracting Officer for the Department of Defense.  
 
The extensive acquisition training required to become a Contracting Officer now 
provides him with a broad perspective on conducting business with DOD and its many 
components as well as other federal agencies. 
 
Prior to joining BBCetc, Jerry served as the Chief Operating Officer for Michigan-based 
Niowave, a developer of superconducting electron accelerators where he helped build 
the successful start-up company from 2008-17.  
 
Jerry was instrumental in Niowave receiving $20 million in SBIR awards. Niowave was 
named the 2010 SBIR/STTR Small Business of the Year by the Dept. of Energy and, in 
2016, was honored with the S.B.A.’s Tibbetts Award, which recognizes the best in SBIR 
achievement.  
 
Before joining Niowave, Jerry served in a number of non-profit and educational roles 
following his honorable discharge from the Navy. 
 
AMANDA BARNHART  
Amanda has successfully won and managed several DOD projects for a high-tech 
startup business. She has extensive experience creating formal collaborations between 
private industry, academia, national laboratories and regulatory agencies and can help 
other small businesses navigate similar subcontracting requirements.  
 
Amanda joined BBCetc as Principal Consultant in 2020 after serving as the Director of 
Business Development and Regulatory Affairs for a Michigan manufacturing facility 
producing medical isotopes for cancer therapy. In addition to her directorial 
responsibilities, Amanda worked as a nuclear engineer, project manager and program 
manager to secure over $60 million in Department of Energy, Department of Defense, 
Department of Homeland Security and private investor funds.  
 
Her grant writing and negotiation skills have won over 30 Phase I, Phase II and Phase 
III contracts through the SBIR/STTR program and she has managed the post-award 
administration process for five universities and six national laboratories.  
 
Amanda has secured three licenses and 20 amendments from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and established facility registration and Drug Master Files with the Food 
and Drug Administration. She has an Executive MBA in Integrative Management from 
Michigan State University and a Bachelor’s in Materials Science and Engineering from 
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
 
To schedule a discussion with one of our DoD experts, please complete the brief 
Assessment form. 
 

https://bbcetc.com/contact/
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