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USDA Solicitations 
Small Business Innovation Research Program - Phase I 

 
Image of robot picking tomato courtesy of Adobe Stock. 

USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s (NIFA) Small Business Innovation Research 

Program (SBIR) focuses on transforming scientific discovery into products and services with 

commercial potential and/or societal benefit. This program supports small businesses in the 

creation of innovative, and/or disruptive technologies and enables the application of research 

advancements from conception into the market. Projects dealing with agriculturally related 

manufacturing and alternative and renewable energy technologies are encouraged across all 

SBIR topic areas. SBIR's flexible research areas ensure innovative projects consistent with 

USDA's vision of a healthy and productive nation in harmony with the land, air, and water.  

For more information, read the SBIR Phase I funding opportunity announcement. 

 

FY23 PHASE l due on October 25, 2022 
 
USDA is now offering STTR funding. Highlights of implementation: 

• Like all STTR, the Small Business must complete a minimum of 40% of the 
research effort and the Research Institute must complete a minimum of 30%.  
The remaining 30% can be split at the discretion of the Small Business 

 

• The Principal Investigator can be employed by either the Small Business OR by 
the Research Institute 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjQuNTIyNzUwMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25pZmEudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbS9zbWFsbC1idXNpbmVzcy1pbm5vdmF0aW9uLXJlc2VhcmNoLXByb2dyYW0tc2Jpcj91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.7svwIwqPxmyRBa7EfjROMSZANley1Iv6GjFENGIgh2E/s/1039508036/br/125537055054-l
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/FY23-SBIR-STTR-Phase1-RFA-V3.pdf
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/small-business-innovation-research-program-phase-ii?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjQuNTIyNzUwMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25pZmEudXNkYS5nb3YvZnVuZGluZy1vcHBvcnR1bml0eS9zbWFsbC1idXNpbmVzcy1pbm5vdmF0aW9uLXJlc2VhcmNoLXByb2dyYW0tcGhhc2UtaWk_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09In0.6I0x3ejpmTqqlCUq4q-irdJ4CQ6Ze26mw8Ukr72oCH8/s/1039508036/br/125537055054-l
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• Applicants can apply to both SBIR and STTR simultaneously at USDA 
(assuming they meet the qualifications of both programs) 
 
 

For more details, see the funding opportunity (link above). 
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