October 25, 2026
Reformation Sunday

Together we are:

~Called to Worship~
~Committed to Serve~
~Connected in Faith~

Worship with us Sunday mornings at 8:00 & 9:30

St. John Lutheran Church
148 S Chestnut St
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Church office: 952-873-6492
Office hours: 9:00am - 3:00pm M-Th
9:00am - 12:00pm Fri
Email: office@stjohnbelleplaine.org



Everyone is welcome to Worship
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God's
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in
worship and mission.

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn “A Mighty Fortress” ELW 504

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (setting 10, ELW #203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

Prayer of the day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 46
The Lorp of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’ Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
?though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
’God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
°The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
* Come now, regard the works of the Lorb,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;



’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
'0<«Be still, then, and know that I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
""The Lorp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through
works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the
divine activity centered in Christs death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us
from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

" Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. *’ For no human will be justified before him by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. ' But now,
apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by
the Law and the Prophets, ** the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, * since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, *> whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; *° it was to demonstrate at the present time his
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith
of Jesus. *' Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Gospel Acclamation (205a):

Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



Gospel: John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

*! Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples, * and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” * They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

** Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. ”” The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *° So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day  “Build on a Rock”  ELW 652

Apostles Creed
Sharing of the peace

Offering Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” v 1-3 ELW 705

Prayer:

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen

(9:30)Merciful God,

we bring you the fruits of our work, grateful for all that you have given us.
Thank you for setting this table before us—a place where we can come, be fed,
and catch a glimpse of the day when no one will hunger or thirst anymore.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus. Fill us with your goodness and
mercy, and send us out to share your love with the world you cherish. In the
name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Communion Prayer
Words of Institution



The Lord’s prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymns During Distribution

ELW 754 — “Jesus, The Very Thought of You”
ELW 886 — “Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”

ELW 485 - “I am the Bread of Life”

Post Communion Blessing

Prayers of Intercession

Benediction

Verse 1

May the peace of God our heav'nly Father
And the grace of Christ the risen Son

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within His love

And to Him be praise for His glorious reign
From the depths of earth to the heights of heav'n
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain
Christ eternal the King of kings

Closing Hymn  “Go My Children with my Blessing”

ELW 543
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