October 11, 2026
20th Sunday after Pentecost

Together we are:

~Called to Worship~
~Committed to Serve~
~Connected in Faith~

St. John Lutheran Church
148 S Chestnut St
Belle Plaine MN 56011

Church office: 952-873-6492
Office hours: 9:00am - 3:00pm M-F
Email: office@stjohnbelleplaine.org



Everyone is welcome to Worship
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death
forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is
extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship
we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the

table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and
thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn “Lean On, O King, Eternal” ELW 805

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of # Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (setting 10, ELW #203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

Prayer of the day

Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your
life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 23

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)
"The Lorp is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.

“The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O Lorbp,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
’You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.



Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the
Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance.
God's peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ,
especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

' My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved. * I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of
the same mind in the Lord. * Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. ' And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. ° Finally, brothers and sisters,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. * As for the things that
you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God
of peace will be with you.

Gospel Acclamation (205a):

Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God'’s kingdom are available
to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

' Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: * “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. * He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. * Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” * But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ° while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ’ The king was enraged. He
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to



his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. * Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
'“Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. "' “But when the king
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, '“ and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?” And he was speechless. '* Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” '“ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day  “Change My Heart O God” ELW 801

Apostles Creed
Sharing of the peace

Offering Hymn “Here I am to Worship”

Prayer:

(8:00)Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen

(9:30)Merciful God,

we bring you the fruits of our work, grateful for all that you have given us.
Thank you for setting this table before us—a place where we can come, be fed,
and catch a glimpse of the day when no one will hunger or thirst anymore.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus. Fill us with your goodness and
mercy, and send us out to share your love with the world you cherish. In the
name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Communion Prayer
Words of Institution



The Lord’s prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymns During Distribution
ELW 512 — "Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”
ELW 659 — “Will You Let me be Your Servant”
ELW 856 - “How Great Thou Art”

Post Communion Blessing

Prayers of Intercession

Benediction

Closing Hymn (8:00) “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796
(9:30) “Let us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW 674
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