
Shannon Puente has been in the Early Childhood Field for over 12 years. She has 

had a passion for working with and advocating for young children, since she was 

in elementary school. In her current role, she is a P.E.E.R for Family childcare 

providers in Amador County. She helps support providers who participate in 

Amador’s First 5 “Quality for Kids” program by being a resource for them on a 

variety of topics.  

Shannon grew up in Amador County and attended local schools. She briefly 

moved to Sonora after high school to attend Columbia College, but after a 

semester decided to commute to Sacramento State while she earned her bachelor’s 

degree in early childhood. She hopes to earn her master’s in early childhood with 

an emphasis in Early Childhood literacy in a few years when her young children 

are older.  

Shannon started her career back in 2007 when was hired as an instructional 

assistant for the Amador Office of Education. She worked in a preschool setting 

with preschool children with developmental delays for 8 years. Shortly after 

having her son, Rafael, in 2014, she decided to open a small high-quality 

preschool in her home called “Lil Explorer’s Preschool.” Her hopes for her 

preschool was to create a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment that would 

prepare all children in her care for kindergarten. Owning and operating her own 

preschool will always be one of the best times in her career. “I met so many 

amazing children and families that truly became part of our family.” This past 

summer, Shannon and her family made a bittersweet decision to close the 

preschool when her son entered Transitional Kindergarten, so she could spend 

more time with her two young children.  

 

In September, Shannon stepped into a new role as a P.E.E.R for Family Childcare 

Providers in Amador County. She is excited about her new roles and hopes to 

continue to advocate and help support providers in providing high quality 

childcare in Amador County.  
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