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CHEMICAL SAFETY:  
  
Its easy to become complacent with Chemical Safety, whether you work around chemicals frequently or not very often.  
Did you know that mixing bleach with some household cleaners, like toilet bowl cleaners that contain acid, can generate 
chlorine gas? And mixing bleach with window cleaner containing ammonia generates toxic chloramine vapor. Both gases 
are very pungent and very toxic to the lungs. The reactions can cause immediate burning in the eyes and lungs. If it is 
breathed in sufficient concentration, it can cause chemical pneumonia to develop, or even death by suffocation. 
 
Be aware of any chemicals in your workplace and use the following tips to help make your workplace safe: 
 
Use General SOPs 
Each chemical has a unique set of hazards and needs to be handled properly to ensure worker safety. Standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) can addresses the use of: correct personal protective equipment, safe handling, safe use, 
and proper disposal of most chemicals. Signs, or other literature can also help remind workers of specific chemical 
hazards. 
 
Air Flow 
Air quality can quickly become compromised by chemicals, making ventilation an important factor in minimizing 
exposure. Determine whether the ventilation system where your working is adequate. If there will or may be noxious 
fumes or toxic gas in your workplace use a CSA approved ventilation fan.  
 
Housekeeping 
Keeping floors clean and dry will help prevent slip and fall injuries -- the third-leading cause of worker injury and lost 
work time. Stocking absorbent mat pads and wipers in spill-prone locations helps employees clean up spills quickly, so 
the chance of a slip-and-fall incident is reduced, and exposure is minimized. Providing a proper receptacle for spent 
cleanup materials also helps to minimize exposure. 

  
Storeroom Safety 
A well-organized stockroom promotes safety and is more efficient. Putting one person in charge of the stockroom can 
help to facilitate proper organization and storage within the area. This person may also help to ensure that proper 
inventory levels are kept, duplicate orders aren't being placed, and expired chemicals are disposed of properly. 
Even when storage space is at a premium, segregating incompatible chemicals in storerooms and providing containment 
for shelves are both important factors for worker safety. 
 
Spill Response 
It's important to know how to properly handle spilled chemicals. Spill response plans should address spill prevention 
strategies, containment procedures, and proper ventilation. Regular drills will help to reinforce the details of response 
plans. 
Having a spill kit readily available helps workers contain and control a spill quickly, further helping to minimize exposure. 
 
Safety Equipment 
Signs and container labels reinforce safety and serve as a constant reminder of specific handling, use, and disposal 
procedures. It is equally important to properly maintain eyewash stations, drench showers, fire extinguishers, and first 
aid kits so that workers who are exposed to chemicals can quickly access these tools in an emergency to lessen the 
effects of their exposure. 
 
 


