	The course began with a day-long retreat on Saturday, April 6th in which the participants were invited to break away from their normal patterns and deliberately enter into a time of quiet reflection. It was a time to build and deepen community among the participants, to help
create a trusting environment, and to broaden the sense of community to include those who are
oppressed by racism and those who are beneficiaries of racist systems and structures.
	The eight sessions of the course were presented each week and included prayer, scripture readings, watching videos, pre-class reading from the three course books:  Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome: American’s Legacy of Enduring Injury & Healing by Dr. Joy Degruy, 
The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby, and 40 Days of Prayer by Cheri Mills, and in-class discussion.  The information covered was an honest documentation of the violent and hate-filled treatment of the people and descendants of those kidnapped from Africa, and sold as slaves, who endured hundreds of years of oppression and who suffer today from the generations of trauma inflicted on them.  
	The sessions covered more recent violent events such as convict leasing, lynching, destruction of black businesses, churches and homes, the higher rate incarceration of African Americans than whites, as well as the segregation experienced by our Black brothers and sisters.  The course covered the theology of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his pursuit of non-violent action against racism and racist systems. 
	The course Cultural Immersion Experience was a visit and a guided tour of the Northwest African American Museum, 2300 South Massachusetts Street, Seattle, WA 98144.  The participants were very impressed with the the informative exhibits, the wide variety of age-appropriate books on the subject of racial justice in the bookstore, and the fact that the upper stories of the museum are used for low-income housing.  
[bookmark: _Hlk168128860]	Deacon Carl Chilo, Director, Multicultural Ministries, Seattle Archdiocese and lead of the Racial Justice and Cultural Diversity Commission, established May 2021, as an advisory group to the Seattle Archdiocese dedicated to racial justice was the guest speaker at the last class.  Deacon Chilo presented an update on the development of Biblical Standards of Conduct that will be piloted at the Chancery this fall.  The goal is to educate all members of Parish and school staff as well as volunteers on the expected behaviors of treating all people with dignity and respect and taking action to seek just and equitable treatment of people of all cultures and races.  
	The course asked the participants to make individual and group action plans based on the knowledge gained from the classes.  The group action will be to provide support to the Black Catholic Advisory Circle, especially to help with the preparation for the Conference on November 15 and 16, 2024, at St. Stephen the Martyr Church.  Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of the Diocese of Washington, DC who was elevated the rank of cardinal on November 28, 2020, and is the first African-American cardinal, will be the guest speaker on November 16, 2024.  The group will also provide support for the “Saintly Six Play” about the six African American candidates for sainthood.  The play is scheduled to be presented on February 7 and 8, 2025.  The group is planning to offer in 2025 the course Just Faith - Faith and Racial Justice: Changing Systems and Structures.
Deacon Carl Chilo, Guest Speaker, Tuesday, May 28, 2024
Just Faith:  Faith and Racial Healing Course


Deacon Carl Chilo, Director, Multicultural Ministries, Seattle Archdiocese
addresses the Faith and Racial Healing class on May 28, 2024.
