
Denali Citizens Council – 2023 

YOUR COMMENTS ARE NEEDED AND MAY BE BRIEF 

Due Date: March 10, 2023 
Suggested talking points below. Use your own thoughts, too, based on familiarity with the area. 

Support the Proposed Rule: Hunting and Trapping in National Preserves: Alaska  (NOS-2023-
0001-0001) 

Support Alternative 2 in the Draft Environmental Assessment: Revisiting Sport Hunting and 
Trapping on National Park System Preserves in Alaska 
 

1. The National Park Service has the right and obligation to manage wildlife on its lands 
according to its enabling legislation, ANILCA and the NPS Organic Act, which require 
managing for diverse and natural populations of all species, including predators. This rule 
aims to eliminate practices that have no goal other than reducing populations of predators 
such as wolves and bears. 
 

2. The activities banned in the Proposed Rule and EA are repugnant to many Alaskans and 
Americans. Bear baiting, in particular, violates management directives to avoid food 
conditioning in bears. Hunting sows and cubs in or near dens is similarly distasteful to 
many Alaskans. Hunting wolves in May and the summer months can disrupt dens and 
family groups and -- since their pelts are value-less at this time of year -- cannot be justified 
for any utilitarian purpose other than reducing predators. In fact, hunting of wolves should 
be further limited in the Preserves to protect pack integrity in the spring months of March-
April. 
 

3. Eliminating the practices outlined in the proposed rule will not prevent legal hunting in 
Alaska’s National Park Preserves. In fact, most hunting activities in the Preserves will 
continue as before if the Proposed Rule is finalized. The NPS Preserves occupy only 6% of 
the land mass of Alaska. 
 

4. For those practices that are traditional with federally qualified subsistence users, the 
prohibitions will NOT apply. This protects the livelihoods of rural subsistence users who live 
near the Preserves and traditionally use Preserve lands for their subsistence hunting and 
trapping activities. 
 

5. If you are an Alaskan, either full-time or part-time, be sure to mention that in your 
comments.   


