
Greetings from WVMAW 
 
We have been blessed this calendar year without natural disaster in West Virginia. We are thankful, 
and yet prayerful for our brothers and sisters around the world who have endured flood, tornado, 
hurricane, fire, earthquake. Disaster seems relentless.  
             
Even when we have not had a natural disaster to plague us, West Virginia continues to suffer from 
the ongoing disaster of poverty. As our state loses younger families due to unemployment, we have 
an increasingly older population in many areas. Illness and handicap compound the poverty, and we 
always have far more need than we can begin to touch with volunteers in our eight locations. 
             
We are so grateful for the Presbytery of West Virginia support to WVMAW. Gifts from the Presbytery, 
as well as many other churches who have kept us in their budgets, have made all the difference in the 
lives of so many people. This year, our group numbers have been a little lower as many were called to 
areas of disaster response, and yet your faithfulness has helped us to serve more than 120 families all 
around the state. This seems to be the year of the ramp: we have built 48 wheelchair ramps in 
addition to other home repairs! 
 
How ramps set the prisoner free! A ramp can help Mrs. O get in and out easily for doctor’s 
appointments or just to go to church. In one area, the Fire Department asked us to build Mr. P a ramp 
because the family was unable to get him in and out, and they had to be called to help; whether in an 
emergency or just to be able to get fresh air, now Mr. P can safely go in and out of his home. For Mrs. 
T, the ramp meant she didn’t have to ask for help to be able to walk in the yard. Mrs. C has two 
special needs children; a ramp was built on the front AND back of their mobile home for fire safety 
reasons. She was overwhelmed at the gift! She would have been happy with only one, but we knew 
she needed them both. A ramp represents freedom for so many. 
             
Your gifts have helped us to build these ramps to code — often a challenge in our hilly communities, 
where they have to be quite long so they are not too steep. We have been able to say yes when 
sometimes the cost exceeds our income. Thank you so much for keeping WVMAW as your mission!  
             
In this season of gratitude, we are thankful for you. “Jesus Math” of multiplying loaves and fishes 
continues to astound us. Whether the disaster is nature or poverty, WVMAW remains committed to 
being here for the long term. We are blessed to be part of this presbytery that looks beyond their 
walls to bring God’s Kingdom here and now. You have helped to set many free! 
 

Rev. Joan Stewart 
Executive Director 

WV Ministry of Advocacy and Workcamps 


