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      Harriet Jones remembers playing the old pipe organ and how 

it finally broke down one time too many.  

   “The repair guy said we were wasting our time spending any more 

money on it,” she said. “It was time to get a new one.” Other 

experts and consultants said the same thing.  

   It was 1974 when a task force was formed and it took five years of 

work, study, financing, prayer and a little bit of luck until the dedication 

of the Noack organ on October 28, 1979. It’s called the Noack organ 

because it was built by the Noack Organ Company.  

   “I can’t believe it’s been 40 years,” said Chuck Lucas, a member of the 

organ task force.  

   Dan Calvert, a member of the organ finance committee, said the or-

gan has become a symbol of the church, remembered especially by visi-

tors who come for weddings or funerals.  

   “It kind of takes your breath away when you see it and then when 

you hear it,” he said. “I have a hard time remembering what this church 

looked like without that. When that instrument is played it wakes you 

up and it also makes you realize the power of it, and it does bring you a 

little closer to God. It’s moved me so many times I can’t count.”  

Instrumental in helping get the 

Noack Organ were: front, Jim 

Songer and Harriet Jones; back, 

left to right, Dan Calvert, Jerry 

Bays, and Chuck Lucas. They were 

among more than 20 leaders who 

worked to                                                select the organ and 

arrange                                        financing. 

Harriet Jones 
plays the Noack 
Organ soon after 
she led the effort 
to make it a 
reality. To see a 
copy of the 1979 
organ dedication 
program, which 
has a list of all 
the people who 
worked on the 
organ effort, 
click here. 

https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.148.221/1p1.828.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Noack-Organ.pdf


   Harriet, who was chairwoman of 

The Organ Committee, said the late 

Rev. Fritz Schilling, pastor at the 

time, was the driving force behind 

the effort. “If we wouldn’t have had 

Fritz, we wouldn’t have this organ,” 

she said. “He pushed us.”  

   There was a lot of work involved, 

including studies and trips to organ 

companies. Harriet said she was on 

the phone every day for five years 

with Elmo Hurst, who became 

chairman of the organ finance com-

mittee.  

   They had a lot of money to raise. 

   The organ cost $169,000, and the 

church had to spend another 
$20,000 on renovations to make it 

fit and to provide structural integ-

rity to the floor. That’s a lot of 

money even now, but adjusted for 

inflation, it was equivalent to rais-

ing more than $700,000 in today’s 

dollars. 

   Harriet remembers going to the 

session seeking approval for the 

effort, and taking her carefully writ-

ten out notes, which she still has.  

   She said to them, “We have al-

ways been a generous church and 

continue to be one. This is one deal 

once in a hundred years. There are 

organs just like it in Europe today 

that Bach played on (in the 1700s).” 

   The committee had decided 

against replacing the old organ with 

an electronic organ, because they 

didn’t think it would last as long. 

Harriet’s notes show she told the session that a replacement electronic organ “will only last as long as your 

television set. You’d be replacing it. This organ would go in there for $169,000 and be there for 200 years or 

longer.”  

   Committee members visited organ companies in Ohio and New England. The late Doug Gilmer, the church 

organist at the time and a member of the organ committee, traveled to Massachusetts to visit a small organ 

company.  

   “He met Fritz Noack and came back totally enthused with Fritz and this Noack organ,” Harriet said.  

   Doug’s wife Betsy remembers his enthusiasm for the organ and company.  

   “Doug felt that this instrument was one that would take us into the future and he was very impressed with the 

workmanship there,” Betsy said. 

The Noack Organ fills the front of the sanctuary. 

This plaque on the back bears signatures of the people who  built the organ. 

   The committee weighed their visits with all the organ builders and gathered piles of information, together 
with estimates and plans and then made notes for the big meeting with the session.  



   “The session said, ‘Yes, we think this is a 
wonderful idea, get all the money pledged and 
we’ll sign a contract,’” Harriet said. Then, the 
congregation voted to do it.  

   The decision came at a time when the coal industry 
was booming and the community was vibrant.
   Jim Songer, a member of the finance com-mittee, 
said they told the session they would raise half the 
money outside of the church. He remembers 
twisting a few arms.  

   “We had $70,000 we raised in a week, 
$50,000 not in the church, and then Elmo and I 
joined in,” he said. “(The session) said, ‘If you 
boys can raise money like that, go.’” 
   It took less than a year to get everything in place 
after that and then about a year to build the organ. 
   The Noack Organ Co. custom builds each of its 
organs to fit the available space and be pleasing 
both aesthetically and musically. The organ here at 
Beckley Presbyterian Church was the 90th the 
company contracted to build - Opus 90, they call it. 
Each of their organs has a free-standing hardwood 
case. You can walk entirely around this organ, and 
at the back you’ll see a plaque signed by the 12 
people who worked on it, includ-ing Fritz Noack. 
(He would go on to be-come president of the 
International Society of Organ builders and retired 
in 2015. The company is still going strong, and is 
cur-rently working on Opus 165, scheduled for 
completion in 2021for Chapel of the Cross Church 
in Madison, Mississippi.) 

Each of the organs the company builds is a 
different size, with varying case styles and 
pipes. The organ most like the one here in 
Beckley is a sister organ called Opus 87, 
completed in 1978 for Ardmore United 
Methodist Church in Winston-Salem, NC.  
   Even once the organ was ready to be in-
stalled here, there was one more hurdle.  
   “They built the whole thing in Massachu-setts 
and had a recital and then they took it apart and 
brought it on a truck and the truck broke down,” 
Harriett said.  

   But then it was here, with a drape covering the 
workspace for the month or so it took to install 
the organ. 
   Harriet still remembers the first time she 
heard it.  
   “I love the organ,” she said. “It’s got a wonderful 
sound. It can play softly or it can play loud…I 
think when people walk into the church, they go 
‘Oh!’ (when they see it) and then you hear it 
played and it has a magnificent sound.” 
   The vision was to have the organ not just for the 
church, but for the greater community, and that’s 
been met over the years with thousands of 
worship services, weddings, recitals and concerts.  
 That day in 1979 when the initial work was 
done and the ministry of the organ was be-
ginning, the Rev. Fritz Schilling expressed 
appreciation for the host of people “whose 

gifts of money, talent, time, energy and crea-tivity 
have brought us to this moment of real-izing what 
once seemed an impossible 
dream. May the music of this organ truly be a 
blessing and a means of God’s revelation to this 
congregation and to the congregation of humanity 
beyond our doors. To the glory of 

God and to the upbuilding of His family, we 
celebrate the dedication of this majestic pipe 
organ.”  

The Noack Organ has doors that open on the 

back and reveal the pipes within the cabinet. 
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This page was included in the program for the Oct. 28, 1979 recital and dedication service for 

the Noack Organ. 




