
On Oct. 26-27, the First Presbyterian Church of Buckhannon, 13 S. Locust St., will celebrate its 170th 
anniversary. At 7 p.m. Saturday, there will be an hour-long program on the history of the church, 
punctuated with local music and followed by light refreshments. Then, on Sunday morning, 
Presbytery of West Virginia General Presbyter Ed Thompson will be in the pulpit at the 11 a.m. 
service, which is followed by a covered dish lunch.  

Below is a brief history of the church by member Amy Tenney.  

********** 
Recent letters uncovered in Massachusetts indicate that 
Buckhannon was a stop on the rounds of Rev. Asa Brooks as early 
as 1816; by the 1820s, the group had all but disappeared. In 
October 1849, a small group of 15 people asked to be organized 
into a Presbyterian church within the Presbytery of Greenbrier; 
this date of Oct. 9 is what we recognize as our starting date.  

The group immediately found property, and by 1856, they had a 
small brick church on the edge of town. In 1859, this ambitious 
group decided to start a “Male and Female Classical and 
Mathematical Institute to be known as the Baxter Institute.” 
Materials were purchased and put on site, bricks were made on 
site, and things were moving forward. 

With the outbreak of the Civil War, work on the Institute was 
halted and troops used all the materials for shelter and fireplaces. 
As with all other church buildings in Buckhannon, the 
Presbyterian Church was commandeered for military use. By the 
end of the war, the Presbyterians had their church destroyed and 
their Baxter Institute dream extinguished. Over the next few 
years, they met in various locations.  

After the war, the congregation was given $2,000 compensation for the loss of the church building. It took until 
1905 to receive $1,431 for the materials for the Baxter Institute, and by this time, the forerunner of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College was already in business. In 1872, the current church building was started closer to 
Main Street in Buckhannon.  

The first 50 years were rocky ones, but by the turn of the 20th century, things seemed to be on a much more 
even keel. Over the next century, as with any congregation, there were some ministers that were loved and 
others not so much, community involvement, financial highs and lows, the women of the church holding 
everything together, and disagreements over big and little things, but through it all, the congregation was 
always there to serve the Lord.  

With the turn of the 21st century, we have had to look at much of what we thought we knew a little differently. 
Young people are not always open to religion on Sunday morning, and traditional hymns are no longer the norm 
– bands/“rock & roll” music is the new way. Hymnbooks are old school; put it on a screen or TV! The minister 
does not even have to be in West Virginia to give his sermon, and people want to be fed before or after services!  

As the Buckhannon congregation moves into the next 170 years, we continue to adapt to the “new” ways and 
continue to serve both God and our community. 


