
Hurricane Missions 

The Mission Committee of the Presbytery of WV is interested in your congregation's mission efforts to the 
hurricane-affected areas of Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico. To help give some guidance and opportunity, 
here is one congregation's efforts to that end. This is an interview with Sue Webster, Director of Mission 
at First Presbyterian Church of Charleston (FPC). 

What is the church you are joining with in Texas to concentrate your mission there, and why? 

FPC was lead to the First Presbyterian Church of Dickinson (1stPCD) through a series of Charles-
ton/Houston connections and, ultimately, prayer. We felt called to engage in some way to help those who 
had been affected by the horrible aftermath of both Hurricane Harvey and Irma. We saw first-hand how 
people from so many different states showed up to help with last year's flooding in W.V., and we knew it 
was our time to reach out to our brothers and sisters in another state that had been affected by this 
same type of destruction.   

What is the contact information? 

Our contact at 1stPCD is Kathy Sebring. Kathy is an 8 hour per week pastor at 1stPCD, but ever since the 
flood, she has been working night and day at the church. Her spirit is infectious and uplifting. In every 
conversation I have had with her, she reveals how God shows up every day and she is seeing miracles in 
her midst in so many ways! The 1stPCD website (www.1stpresbyteriandickinsontx.org) provides Kathy's 
contact information, as well as a list of their current and ongoing needs. Also, the 1stPCD Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/revkathys) has some truly wonderful photos of all that has been going on at their 
church leading up to and since the flood. 

What kind of help have you offered, and what other needs does 1stPCD have? 

On Monday, Nov. 6, members of our church, David and Sandy Campbell, drove a truckload of items to 
1stPCD. In talking with Kathy, I knew that a piano to replace the one they lost in the flood was of utmost 
importance. She explained that their church does not have a choir, but that music is very important to 
them and they rely heavily on their piano/pianist to bring lovely music into their worship services. FPC 
had a baby grand piano that was not being used, so we delivered that along with a desk, chairs and oth-
er miscellaneous items we had available at our church. In addition, we are challenging our congregation 
to "adopt a chair" to enable 1st PCD to order and have delivered all new worship chairs to replace the 
pews they lost. We also reached out to the community of Charleston to fill the truck with diapers/wipes, 
children's books and small baby toys. 

Is 1stPCD sponsoring work groups for the church and the community this coming year? 

Yes, they are welcoming anyone to come and lend a hand. See below for a better explanation of timing. 

Is FPC planning a mission trip? Are there dates? Or when would you have plans? 

FPC would like to form a group to go and be boots on the ground. We are waiting to make plans for now. 
1st PCD is a shrinking congregation that has found themselves with extra building space. They are using 
this "opportunity" to repurpose their building to better accommodate their many mission outreach ser-
vices. In addition to having an on-site food pantry, they are a diaper resource center, provide ESL Bible 
classes and hold classes for those who are mentally and physically challenged. Due to this desire to re-
purpose the building, they are in the process of working with an architect who has freely given his time 
and expertise to help in this effort. Once those plans have been solidified, we feel that we will then be in 
a better position to know how best to help physically rebuild. That is not to say there is not currently 
work to do if other congregations want to jump in at this point. 



 
Are there spaces available in Dickinson to send others with you? 
 
Yes, there very well may be spaces to send others with us, and we would welcome this partnership! Once 
I know more as to our plans, I will be happy to communicate them to the Presbytery. 
 
We are grateful for every Presbytery of WV congregation for their prayers and actions to-
ward assisting those with great needs following these storms. Please help us coordinate 
your plans with others. Send an email to office@wvpresbytery.org with the subject Hurri-
cane Missions and a message about your congregation's effort. 


