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  Welcome 

Think of one of the happiest celebrations you can remember. What made it 
happy? Have you ever been present when an unplanned celebration broke 
out? What happened? 
 
This is the picture of Palm Sunday. People crowding the streets, waving 
palm branches, shouting "Hosanna!" (which means, "Save us, Lord!"), and 
rejoicing in the presence of Jesus, the king. We know that these cries of 
"Hosanna" would soon turn to "Crucify Him!" ... and yet in this moment of 
scripture we see a kind of joy that is also depicted in Revelation when Jesus 
returns: 
 
"After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 'Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!'" (Revelation 7:9-10) 
 
Palm Sunday is a time for joy because our Savior came to set us free. Now 
imagine that joy multiplied on the last day! What do you most look forward to 
about Jesus's return? Imagine the joy that will be had the day that sin, 
death, every disease, every tear, every heartache will all be wiped away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Hosanna [ Paul Baloche ] 
Verse 1  Praise is rising; eyes are turning to You. 

We turn to You 
Hope is stirring; hearts are yearning for You.  
We long for You 

 
  Pre-Chorus 'Cause when we see You 

We find strength to face the day. 
In Your presence all our fears are washed away. 

 
Chorus  Hosanna, hosanna! 

You are the God who saves us 
Worthy of all our praises 
Hosanna, hosanna! 
Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

 
Verse 2  Hear the sound of hearts returning to You. 

We turn to You. 
In Your Kingdom broken lives are made new. 
You make us new. 

 
 
 
Invocation 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen 
 

 
 
Confession 
P:  A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; 
C:  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
P:  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; 
C:  the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

 

Opening Song  



 

P:  And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Is. 40:3-5) God spoke this 
message to His people through the prophet Isaiah and later through John 
the Baptist. Repent! For the Kingdom of God is near! 
C:  Lord, have mercy! 
 

(silence for reflection & self examination) 
 

P:  O Lord God, we poor sinners confess to You that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We recognize that 
we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Hear the cries of our 
repentant hearts and have mercy on us, O God. 
C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen! 
 
 
Absolution 
P:  "Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, 
that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins." (Is. 40:1-2) Almighty God in His mercy has given His 
Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior, to take 
our flesh upon Himself and to suffer death on the cross in our place. We 
thank you for His dying and His rising to new life so that we may receive 
forgiveness for all of our sins and inherit eternal life with You. Grant us 
grace to follow His example of great humility and to endure with all patience 
the trials of this life. Even amidst those trials, help us to remain people of 
joy, people who have been delivered and set free from the powers of sin 
and death forever! This we ask in Jesus's name, and the people of God 
declared: 
C:  Amen. 
 



 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:33-42 
33

 The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in 

haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 
34

 So the people took their 

dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up in their 

cloaks on their shoulders. 
35

 The people of Israel had also done as Moses 

told them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and 

for clothing. 
36

 And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the 

Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered 

the Egyptians. 
37

 And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to 

Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and 

children. 
38

 A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very much 

livestock, both flocks and herds. 
39

 And they baked unleavened cakes of the 

dough that they had brought out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, because 

they were thrust out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared any 

provisions for themselves. 
40

 The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt 

was 430 years. 
41

 At the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of 

the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 
42

 It was a night of watching by 

the LORD, to bring them out of the land of Egypt; so this same night is a 

night of watching kept to the LORD by all the people of Israel throughout 

their generations. 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
New Testament Reading: Revelation 7:9-12 
9
 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 

branches in their hands, 
10

 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11

 And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, 
12

 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 

and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

Gospel Reading: Luke 19:28-40 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
28

 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. 
29

 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 

that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 
30

 saying, “Go into the 

village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no 

one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 
31

 If anyone asks you, ‘Why 

are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 
32

 So those 

who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 
33

 And as 

they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the 

colt?” 
34

 And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 
35

 And they brought it to 

Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 
36

 And as 

he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 
37

 As he was drawing 

near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of 

his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works that they had seen, 
38

 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes 

in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39

 And 

some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples.” 
40

 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones 

would cry out.” 

 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
Apostles' Creed 
ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen 



 

 
 
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna [ LSB 443 ] 
Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang; 
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to His breast, 
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best. 
 
From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd, 
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven Rode on in lowly state 
Nor scorned that little children Should on His bidding wait. 
 
“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing; 
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King. 
Oh, may we ever praise Him With heart and life and voice 
And in His blissful presence Eternally rejoice! 
 
 
 
Message:  Deliver Us: Jesus Sets Us Free —  

“A Time for Joy”  
Pastor Stephen Reynolds 

 
 
 
Offering:  Special Music: Bill, Kathleen, & Benjamin Brenckle 

"I Will Praise Him, Still” - Fernando Ortega 
 
When the morning falls on the farthest hill 
I will sing His name, I will praise Him still 
When dark trials come and my heart is filled 
With the weight of doubt, I will praise Him still 
For the Lord, our God, He is strong to save 
From the arms of death, from the deepest grave 
And He gave us life in His perfect will 
And by His good grace I will praise Him still 

 
 
 

Sermon Song  



 

 
 
P:  The past few weeks we heard an important note of encouragement and 
a call to action for each of us regarding our offerings during this time. We 
need to continue to provide the resources to care for all St. John's staff. God 
has brought a dedicated, gifted team of people here to serve us and our 
community. This is not a time to cut or shrink our offerings. Now is the time 
to step up in faith so we can preserve and support our staff during this 
difficult time. There are a lot of uncertainties with short-term revenue and 
expenses. Please be generous with your support of the Lord's work – you 
can give through the St. John's App or by mailing checks/offering 
envelopes. 
 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Benediction 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you 
And be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
And † give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Ride On, Ride On In Majesty [ LSB 441 ] 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry. 
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road,  
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin  
O’er captive death and conquered sin. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes  
To see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh. 
The Father on His sapphire throne  
Awaits His own anointed Son. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,  
Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign. 

 

Closing Song  


