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St. John's Order of 

Worship 
  April 9, 2020            Maundy Thursday

   

     

   
  Welcome 

When most people think of "Maundy Thursday," they think of a celebration of 

the Passover and Jesus sitting around the table with His disciples. But do 

you know what "maundy" actually means? 

"Maundy" comes from the Latin word "mandatum" meaning 

"commandment." It references Jesus's words: "A new commandment I give 

to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another." (John 13:34) In today's readings you'll see Jesus loving 

His disciples by serving them and washing their feet. 

As we remember that we are delivered from slavery to sin, death, and the 

devil, we recognize that we are saved by Jesus's blood. Not only did Jesus 

fulfill the commandment to "love one another" by washing His disciples' feet, 

but He also fulfilled it ultimately by giving up His life for us, dying on the 

cross in our place. 

And so we come to Jesus just as we are, knowing that we are saved by His 

sacrifice on the cross and freed to live lives of love and service to our Lord 

and one another. 
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Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Just As I Am [ Matt Maher ] 
 

Verse 1  In shackles and chains I came to Your door  
And fell on the floor of mercy. 
Guilty I stood; guilty I was. I couldn't hide my shame. 

 
 Chorus  Just as I am! Just as I am! 

Jesus, You welcomed me; You took me in. 
I'll never be the same again; 
My life held in Your hands. Just as I am. 

 
 Verse 2  You saved a place; amazing grace!  

You came all the way to meet me, 
Carried me home with a ring and a robe;  
Threw Your loving arms around me! 

 
 Bridge  Just as I am without one plea, 

But that Your blood was shed for me;  
And that You bid me come to Thee,  
Oh Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
 
 

 

 

Confession 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

Opening Song 
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Absolution 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God, you have searched us and known us. Even our secret 

sins are not hidden from Your presence. Yet, in the face of certain sin, You 

sent Your Son to be for us the certainty of salvation. We thank and praise 

You for this great gift! Prepare our hearts now to hear Your Word and to be 

inspired to live lives of selfless love and service. Through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and ever. 

C: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24:3-11 
3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the 

rules. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words 

that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the words 

of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the 

mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And 

he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 

sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6 And Moses took half of the 

blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar.  
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the 

people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will 

be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and 

said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.” 

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 

Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet 

as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 
11 And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they 

beheld God, and ate and drank. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading: John 13:1-15 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 

come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray 

him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from 

supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around 

his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 

afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 

my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 

me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 

and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 

need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are 

clean, but not every one of you.” 
11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you 

are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 

resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to 

you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I 

then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

6 
 

Apostles' Creed 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: Jesus, Greatest at the Table (vs 1,2,5) [ LSB 446 ] ALT TUNE - LSB 621 

Jesus, greatest at the table, The almighty Son of Man,  

Laid aside His outer clothing, Poured some water in a pan; 

As the Twelve lay, hushed in silence, He the servant’s task began. 

Marvel how their Lord and teacher Gently taught them not to vie 

As He humbly knelt before them, Dusty feet to wash and dry, 

By His tender touch expressing True compassion from on high. 

Jesus gave to His disciples A commandment that was new:  
“Show My love to one another, Do as I have done for you; 
All the world will know you love Me As you love each other too.” 

 
 

 
Message:  “A God Who Serves”  

Pastor Stephen Reynolds 
 

 
  

Sermon Song 
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Offering:  Special Music: Bill, Kathleen, & Benjamin Brenckle 
“Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” - Francis/Williams 
 

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free, 
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
In its fullness over me. 
Underneath me, all around me, 
Is the current of thy love; 
Leading onward, leading homeward, 
To thy glorious rest above. 
 

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Spread His praise from shore to shore; 
How He loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore; 
How He watches o'er His loved ones, 
Died to call them all His own; 
How for them He intercedeth, 
Watcheth o'er them from the throne. 
 

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Love of ev'ry love the best: 
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing, 
'Tis a haven sweet of rest. 
Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me; 
And it lifts me up to glory, 
For it lifts me up to Thee. 
 

The past few weeks we heard an important note of encouragement and a call 

to action for each of us regarding our offerings during this time. We need to 

continue to provide the resources to care for all St. John's staff. God has 

brought a dedicated, gifted team of people here to serve us and our 

community. This is not a time to cut or shrink our offerings. Now is the time 

to step up in faith so we can preserve and support our staff during this 

difficult time. There are a lot of uncertainties with short-term revenue and 

expenses. Please be generous with your support of the Lord's work - you 

can give through the St. John's App or by mailing checks/offering envelopes. 
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Hymn: Go To Dark Gethsemane (vs 1) [ LSB 436 ] 

Go to dark Gethsemane, 

All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord's Prayer 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Gethsemane: Mark 14:32-36 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, 

and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34 “My soul is 

overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay here 

and keep watch.” 35 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed 

that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, 

“everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, 

but what you will.” 

 
 

Stripping of the Altar 



 

9 
 

Stripping of the Altar 

P: Events moved rapidly during Jesus's last 24 hours of life:  

 Prayer in Gethsemane, 

 Betrayal by Judas, 

 Arrest, mock trial, painful beating  

 The trudge to Golgotha and execution. 

Ultimately the cross is where Jesus took on our punishment to be able to 

give us the gift of heaven. 

C: When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

P: As this statement was fulfilled on the cross, the processional cross is 

removed from the sanctuary. 

(The processional cross is removed) 

P: The missal stand holds our worship books that guide our worship life 

together as we sing praises to God. 

C: As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard. 

P: As these sounds of joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal 

stand and its book. 

(The missal stand and altar book are removed) 

P: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

C: The events of Golgotha snuffed out the human life of Jesus, the 

Light of the world. 

P: As creation was dark when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles 

and remove them. 

(All candles are extinguished except the Christ candle and only the altar 

candles are removed) 
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P: The altar represents the place where our Lord Jesus was slain for our 

salvation. 

C: The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen and brocade, 

materials appropriate for our King.  

P: As our King’s body was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of 

its coverings. 

(The altar cloths and paraments are removed) 

 

P: Go in peace and quietness with the blessing of our Lord. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you And be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you And † give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 


