
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Recently, I had a conversation with a Bar 
member who suggested that the Akron 
Bar, and others bar associations, did not 
do anything for larger firms. Being the 
disagreeable person my family sug-

gests that I am, I disagreed and explained why.  
While I have said this before, it deserves mention 
again that the greatest function of the Akron 
Bar Association is to be a conduit. The Lawyer 
Referral service bring lawyers and clients togeth-
er. Our committee and sections bring like-mind-
ed lawyers together to discuss important topics 
in their areas of practice. Our volunteers on the 
Grievance Committee work tirelessly investigat-
ing claims to protect the honor and credibility of 
our profession. The Lawyer Assistance Commit-
tee confidentially helps lawyers deal with alco-
hol, drug, or emotional issues. I explained to him 
that much of the work done by the Akron Bar 
was done by solo and small firm members. Their 
efforts help and honor us all. By being involved, 
they understand the importance of our organi-
zation. 

I then told him about our next Bradford M. 
“Buck” Gearinger Professionalism Award recip-
ient, Robert (Bob) Brown and a conversation I 
had with him. When I was nominated as Presi-
dent-elect, Bob was one of the first people to 
reach out to me and congratulate me. He also 
said something that really stuck with me, and 
I knew that I would be able to use his words 
someday. Bob said that he wished that he had 
been more involved in the Bar during his career.  
If you are not involved, you are missing out.  
Some of my best friends, best cases, best laughs, 
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and experiences have come because of my 
involvement with the Akron Bar. Unfortunately 
for Bob, the first thing I did when I became pres-
ident was put him on the Nominating Commit-
tee. Being the true professional that he is, he 
has attended every meeting and presented the 
names of several exceptional future leaders.

The Gearinger Award, with which Bob will be 
honored on November 28, affirms to our peers 
and the citizens of the Summit County commu-
nity that the practice of law is an honorable 
profession. It allows us to come together to 
show that we are proud of the recipient and the 
contributions of each of the past winners who 
have given so much to the Akron Bar and our 
community. Please make your reservations and 
come out to celebrate with Bob.

Recognition should also go out to  Farhad Seth-
na, who has been awarded the Bishop William 
M. Cosgrove Justice Award  which is given to 
individuals who demonstrate a strong commit-
ment to social justice. Farhad works tirelessly on 
several committees for the Akron Bar and never 
backs away from a challenge. He will be recog-
nized on December 7 at the Tangier during the 
40th Annual Bishop Cosgrove Justice Dinner and 
Silent Auction.  

I hope you will make time to attend the Ninth 
District Court of Appeals Open House and 
Courtroom Dedication on November 27, 2018, 
from 4 - 6 pm. A program at 4:30 p.m. will fea-



ture remarks by Ohio Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Maureen O’Connor. After the program, 
the Court’s staff will lead tours of the courtroom, 
chambers, and mediation conference rooms.  
The Akron Bar will be providing light refresh-
ments.

More information is available about the open 
house and courtroom dedication at www.ninth.
courts.state.oh.us/openhouse.htm.

The Akron Bar board is working diligently plan-
ning for future events, including the Akron Bar 
Foundation Gala in February. Contact attorney 
Bill Price or the Akron Bar if you are willing to help 
or have items to donate for the silent auction. 
A special thanks to Roetzel and Andress who 
volunteered several of their members to assist in 
the event.  

I am also looking for member help in establishing 
and raising money for a scholarship that will help 
children of Bar members with their college tui-
tion at the University of Akron or Kent State. This 
is not a new idea, but simply a spin on the Akron 
Foundation Scholarship fund spearheaded by 
the late David Brennan. Attorney Brennan was 

instrumental in the creation and funding of the 
Akron Bar Foundation Scholarship Endowment 
Fund which provides law school scholarships to 
students with a connection to Akron and Summit 
County. Many of our members have benefitted 
from that scholarship. If you are willing to get 
involved or donate, please reach out to me.  I 
am sure I could spring for a cheeseburger and 
fries at Bob’s Hamburg.  

Finally, on a sad note, a friend lost a child to 
suicide. The reason is not important, but I did 
find myself thinking about things we all can do. 
We are coming up on the time of giving, and 
whether you give to the United Way, or the 
Akron Community Foundation, or the Akron Bar 
Foundation, do your best to give a little. But 
don’t stop there! Have a kind word or a smile for 
someone. You just never know who could really 
need that small gesture.  

Now it is Baba’s (grandmother’s) turn. 
Polachinka is the recipe of the day. It is a fan
favorite and doable for all tastes. Essentially, 
it is a Macedonian crepe. Take 2 eggs, ½ cup 
of flour, ¼ cup of water, ¼ cup of milk, 1 table-
spoon of melted butter, 1 teaspoon of sugar, 
and a ¼ teaspoon of salt. Mix together. De-
pending on your skills, in a 10-inch skillet (Baba 
liked non-stick), place about a 1/3 cup of the 
batter and swirl around into a flat crepe. Once 
the edges curl up a bit, flip until done. (And by 
flip I mean the Polachinka, not yourself). The 
cooking process is about a minute and a half.  
My daughter Sylvia (named after Baba) likes her 
Polachinka drizzled with honey and some cinna-
mon. Others like it with their favorite jam or jelly 
spread on top. Once seasoned the way you like 
(be creative) roll it up and enjoy. No utensils are 
necessary to eat this treat.  

Bill
William G. Chris, President


