
 

Discussion and Study Guide 

Conversation Starters: 

What was a moment from the production that was memorable for you? 
Why? Was it surprising? Humorous? Touching? Magical? Spooky?  

Which character did you enjoy the most?  

Which character did you relate to the most? 

Why do you think Scrooge had become so bitter about Christmas? 

Share a dream that inspired positive change in your life. 

What is your favourite Christmas time story?  

Describe one of your family traditions. 

When have you experienced this truth:  “It is better to give than to receive.” 

Share some ideas for helping spread joy to others. 

How did the set, lights, sound or costume affect the moments when you were the most 
captivated by the story? 

Creating a solo performance of A Christmas Carol 

Theatre productions of A Christmas Carol are one of the most frequently produced in 
theatres across North America. As Charles Dickens’ stories are famous for having many, 
many characters, it is rare to have a play version told by one actor.  

Rosebud Theatre’s adaptation of the story as a solo performance was written by 
Rosebud Theatre friend Ron Reed, an actor, playwright and artistic director emeritus for 
Pacific Theatre in Vancouver, B.C.. Artistic Director Morris Ertman directed Ron in a 
production there at Christmas in 2019. Our production has the great good fortune to be 
using the same set, lighting, and sound designs—a huge gift to us during Covid times!! 
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Interestingly, in the mid 1800’s, solo performances of Dickens’ stories were happening 
frequently, all across England and the United States, by the author himself!   

Here is a video of British actor Simon Callow talking about Dickens’ “rock star” 
performances of his stories:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elXAdUm781I&feature=emb_logo 

2020 marks the 150th anniversary of 
Charles Dickens’ death 

   
There were many celebrations this year, 
including an artistic depiction of Charles 
Dickens and his works through projections 
on Westminster Abbey in London. Here is a 
video of the event:  www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dDVk-bCUwf4 

To learn more about Charles Dickens and 
his many classic works of literature visit 

the museum at:  
www.dickensmuseum.com  

The masterful drawings of Gustav Doré are 
featured in the set design of our production.  
Dickens’s novels offer detailed depictions of 
a multitude of characters, often 
depicting the hero character as the 
one who must overcome extreme 
poverty, or suffer at the hands of 
desperate villains. 
See more of Gustav Dore’s works at: 
https://designyoutrust.com/
2019/05/gustave-dores-victorian-
london-a-pilgrimage/
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