 Back to School Tools and Strategies:
The beginning of the school year can be very stressful for both students and teachers.  Students are getting ready to return to school and teachers are preparing by organizing their classroom and curriculum.  As you go about arranging your room and lessons, don’t forget this can be a wonderful opportunity to introduce some great strategies and tools to support your students’ organizational skills, executive function development and alleviate some of the uncertainty for your students.
Here are some things to keep in mind as you prepare for the start of a new school year:
· Beginning the year with clear expectations of how the classroom is organized is critical for your students to learn. Explain to your students how the class is organized. Show them where the materials/tools they may need can be found and what supports are available for them to use.
· There are many types of school supplies/low tech assistive technology tools that can be used for executive function strategies like highlighters, index cards, colored pens, sticky notes, colored folders, stickers, rubber bands, and more. Create a place where students know where to find extra supplies that will help them stay organized.   Creating supply cubbies or containers can help with organization
· Using tools like timers, class calendars, checklists, graphic organizers and student day planners can help promote executive function skills.
· Making accommodations to your classroom can help students who struggle with executive functioning.  Examples include: designating an area where students can find homework or classwork assignments they have missed when absent; pairing written information with visual cues; providing word banks; providing structured movement breaks and allowing extra time for assessments or written assignments.
There are many apps and Chrome extensions available to help students with organizing and planning their assignments.  Allowing time for your students to explore tools that will help them with time management in both school and home will help promote executive functioning skills across environments.  Check out these tools:
· [bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]  Google Keep: visual bulletin board of post-it notes with tasks list and reminders with the ability to color code, add reminders and photos to notes.  Use Google account to sync with computer, tablet or phone. More information: https://keep.google.com
· [image: ]myHomework: track homework, tests, projects and set and receive reminders for upcoming due dates and tests.  Set up class schedule and sync with available devices.  More information: https://myhomeworkapp.com/
[image: ]TechACCESS of Rhode Island
 161 Comstock Parkway
 Cranston, Rhode Island 02921
 www.techaccess-ri.org   
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