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Dear members of the Body of Christ,

God'’s grace be with you.

On behalf of the Lutheran Disaster Response Team of our synod, | am writing this letter for you to consider
an opportunity to serve Christ in a special way this coming May. Throughout my pastoral ministry, | have had
wonderful and grace-filled opportunities to lead work trips to help people who have found themselves in
circumstances beyond their control and/or beyond their means. This mission work is important for God’s
people to continue from generation to generation.

| personally, as well as those who have participated on these trips, learned that getting in as early as possible
to help with clean-up and restoration is very important. We found that depression and despair hit individuals
and families pretty hard, and more intensely the longer they had to wait for “help.” We also learned that God
blessed us as we pounded nails, cleaned up yards, hung sheet rock, and other construction type things. Not
only did it feel good to help, even after a long, hot, and tiring day, we felt renewed in helping “our neighbor in
need” and bringing smiles back to their faces. Even though there is physical work, more often than not, the
real ministry happens in just listening to peoples’ stories, supporting them spiritually, and praying with and for
them. | believe this is part of what Jesus means when he says our family will increase a hundredfold and more
as we minister to others in his name (Mark 10: 28-30). God has indeed richly blessed my life and those who
have traveled with me in mission and ministry.

As my testimony sinks in, | and the Lutheran Disaster Response Team of our synod, ask you to receive, consider,
and accept this invitation to travel and serve those who are recovering from Hurricane Helene in North
Carolina.

We currently plan to stay at Lutheridge Camp & Conference Center in North Carolina with work details given to
us through Lutheran Disaster Response. People with carpentry or construction skills/knowledge are
encouraged to consider being a part of our work crew to help those who are less knowledgeable. We will be
doing our own cooking while there. Travel arrangements and possible expense reimbursements will be
discussed closer to our time of travel and/or at our first planning meeting as a group.

Please share this email with others who you think would be interested in this trip. Thank you for your
consideration and may God’s blessings rest upon you.

Peace in Christ,

Pastor Roger Steiner

Pastor, Penn-Zion's & Brush Creek Lutheran Cooperative Ministry
Chaplain, Penn Township Police Department



LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE TRIP
MAY 3-9

Our Synod's Lutheran Disaster Response Team will be traveling for a second time for a
week of mission work to help restore and rebuild communities across Western North
Carolina affected by Hurricane Helene.

All experience levels welcome! This trip is open for adults (18 and over) with a per person
cost of $200.

REGISTER HERE

A deposit of $100 will be collected at registration to secure your spot. Registration is
required by the end of February.

Read more about our synod's first trip to
North Carolina in 2025, featured in an article
by Pastor Chris Combs in Wayfarer magazine.



https://swpasynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a23881a5c641ed10cd7f24da0&id=39361be50c&e=b3f6238c0b
https://swpasynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a23881a5c641ed10cd7f24da0&id=42a20dc76f&e=b3f6238c0b

