fr r ¥BC (TP

SAN RNTUNID CHAMBER TR NORTH SAN ANTONIO

‘South Texas Chapter SAN ANTONIO CHAMBER

WOR :;;g edf

SAN ANTONIO
BOARD of REALTORS" development oxrdaton

May 14, 2020

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Charles Schumer

Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Marco Rubio The Honorable Ben Cardin

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Small Business and Senate Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship Entrepreneurship

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Chairman Rubio, and Ranking Member
Cardin:

Thank you for your steadfast leadership in providing financial relief to health care providers, first
responders, small businesses and all workers during this unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic. As
Congress considers a potential fourth stimulus package, we ask for your support in extending the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) eligibility to 501(c)6 organizations like ours that will be at
the forefront of our recovery efforts.

Last week, U.S. Representative Chris Pappas introduced H.R.6697 which would extend
eligibility for PPP participation to 501(c)6 organizations. We ask for your continued supportin
ensuring this language is included in any future funding package relating to providing relief
for the negative impacts of Covid-19.

Chambers of commerce, destination management organizations (DMOs), trade and professional
organizations all offer critical services and support to businesses and workers in communities of all
sizes. Our operational budgets are supported by dues and events, which have both been significantly
affected this year. We have pivoted and found ways to actively respond to the needs of our members
during this unprecedented time. Through our collaboration and innovative work our organizations
have proven to be trusted partners to the business, education and non-profit communities. Having
access to PPP would provide the financial security needed to continue supporting our members as
they reopen their doors in a safe manner to protect our community’s public health and safety, and
economic vitality.

San Antonio is the seventh largest city in the United States with businesses of all sizes leading
operations in key industries such as cybersecurity, healthcare and bioscience research, real estate,
entrepreneurship, energy, hospitality and tourism, and advanced manufacturing. All of these
industries have been severely affected this year. Together, our organizations represent the vast
majority of workers in San Antonio and the surrounding region through our membership of small and
large employers. Our important work supports business owners and operators in addressing issues
important to the economic vitality of the region.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this critical issue. Please contact any of us should you have
questions or require additional information.

Respectfully,
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San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
Chair Adam Hamilton, President and CEO, Southwest Research Institute
President and CEO Richard Perez

ABC South Texas Chapter
Chair Chris Martinez, Central Electric
President Steven Schultz

Centro San Antonio
Chair Trish DeBerry, President/CEQO, The DeBerry Group
President and CEO Matthew P d Brown

North San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
Chair David Pope, San Antonio Region President, Texas Capital Bank
President and CEO Cristina Aldrete

Real Estate Council of San Antonio
President Greg Gibson, Development Partner, Endura Advisory Group
Martha Mangum, Executive Director

San Antonio Board of Realtors
Chair Kimberly Bragman, Broker Associate, Phyllis Browning Company
President and CEO, Gilbert S. Gonzalez

San Antonio Economic Development Foundation
Chair Craig Boyan, President & COO, HEB
President and CEO Jenna Saucedo-Herrera

San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Chair Dr. Erika Gonzalez, President & CEO, South Texas Allergy and Asthma Professionals
Interim President and CEO Major General Juan Ayala (USMC Ret.)

San Antonio Manufacturers Association
Chair David Campbell, President of Heartland Enterprises
President and CEO Reynaldo M. Chavez

San Antonio Mobility Coalition
Chair Jonathan Gurwitz, Vice President, KGB Texas Communications
President and CEO Vic Boyer

San Antonio Restaurant Association | A Texas Restaurant Association Chapter
Board President Geoff Bezuidenhout, President, Picnikins Café and Catering
Executive Director Dawn Ann Larios

South San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
Chair Russell Yeager, P.E., WGI Engineers
President and CEO Al Arreola Jr.
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The San Antonio Chapter of AGC
President Luis Berumen, Bartlett Cocke General Contractors
Executive Vice President Doug McMurry

West San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
Chair Jon Gary Herrera, Sr. VP for Public Engagement, VIA Metropolitan Transit
President and CEO Kiristi G. Villanueva

Visit San Antonio
Chairman Jeffrey C. Arndt, President/CEO, VIA Metropolitan Transit
President and CEO Casandra Matej

Cc:  The Honorable John Cornyn
The Honorable Ted Cruz



