


Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

January 4, 2026 | 10:00 am Worship 

2nd Sunday of Christmas | Worship with Holy Communion 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Epiphany of Our Lord 
 
 

PRELUDE | March of the Kings | Thygerson  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                

P We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and 

the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path  

C Amen. 

P In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions  

 contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light. 

{Silence for reflection and self-examination} 

P God of Love and Light, 

C We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be. We shine a 

spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins hidden in 

the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental. Forgive 

us Jesus, the Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 

Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and heal-

ing. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.  

P God is light, and in God there is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light as God is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. 

Your sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake.  

C Amen. 

Welcome to our worship service this morning. We are so glad you 

are here! If you are in need of a church home, you are always wel-

come at Abiding Savior! God bless your worship today. 
*When you see this mark in the bulletin, please stand as you are able 



*OPENING HYMN                                   

The First Noel 

ELW 300 | Verses 1, 2 & 5 

 

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.  

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far;  

and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.   

Then entered in those wise men three, full rev'rently upon their knee,  

and offered there in his presence their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.  

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spir-

it be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  

C O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the 

full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON | Pastor Katie Hendrikson 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

Following the Children’s Sermon, Children’s Time is an opportunity for young children to par-

ticipate in activities outside of the worship service with our Children’s Ministry Team. Children 

will rejoin the service before the offering. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         

Christ Be Our Light 

ELW #715 | Refrain Only 
 

 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!  

Shine in your church gathered today.  



*GOSPEL | Matthew 2:1-12 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken)             

 

SERMON | Pastor Katie Hendrikson 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY              

We Three Kings 

WOV #646 | Verses 1 & 5 

 

 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies. 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-

fied, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He as-

cended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

P Lord, in Your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer.        
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE    

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

 



 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES   

Ushers will come around and collect your offering. Children are invited to bring forward an 

offering of dollar bills and loose change to the globe. All the offerings received in the globe go 

to support our Companion Congregation in Makungu, Tanzania. Adults are encouraged to give 

their spare change to the children around them to be brought forward.  
 

OFFERING MUSIC | In the Bleak Mid Winter | Rouse  
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

\ELW #310 | Verse 1\ 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;  

manifested by the star to the sages from afar,  

branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem:  

anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P    God of Light, our world can be a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts of our-

 selves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world aglow with 

 your loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly before others so they 

 may see our good works and give glory to you. We ask this in the name of Christ.  

C   Amen. 
 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.    
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All Children of God are welcomed for Communion. Ushers will guide each row. As you come 

forward, please proceed down your aisle and kneel at the railing to receive Communion. You 

will be given a wafer and also be offered grape juice or wine (wine=red | grape juice=white). 

• Gluten free wafers are available upon request 

 



• Please alert a communion server if you need grape juice and there is none available on 

the tray. They will grab an additional tray for you 

• If you prefer to remain in your seat to receive communion, please let an usher know and 

communion will be brought to you 

• Children are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC | We Three Kings | Larson 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the 

bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places of 

our world with your hope, love, joy and peace. We ask this in your holy name. 

C Amen.  

 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*CLOSING HYMN                             

Bright and Glorious is the Sky 

ELW #301 | Verses 1, 2 & 6 
 

Bright and glorious is the sky, radiant are the heavens high  

where the golden stars are shining. All their rays to earth inclining  

beckon us to heav'n above, beckon us to heav'n above.  

On that holy Christmas night through the darkness beamed a light;  

all the stars above were paling. all their luster slowly failing  

as the wondrous star drew nigh, as the wondrous star drew nigh.  

And this star, as bright as day, that will never lead astray  

with its message so appealing, is the word of God, revealing  

Christ, the way, the truth, the life, Christ, the way, the truth, the life.  

 

*SENDING 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE | As With Gladness Men of Old | Traditional  

 

 

 



 

†     †     † 

 

Thank you to all who made worship possible today! 
 

Communion Servers | Elaine Silpala, Gary & Tonya Cox, Linka Holey, Ellen Zimmerman, Laurie 

Middendorf 

Ushers | Dean & Cheri Wagner, Gary Cox, Lori Wagner, Stephen Hermanek, Darin Hatch, Kathie 

Anderson 

A/V Crew | Colin Owens 

 

 





We will soon be preparing materials for the 

Annual Meeting which will be held on Febru-

ary 8.  All committees should submit a Year 

End report to the Church Office

(office@abidingsavior.org) by January 10.  







 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Abiding Savior Worship Schedule 

Blended Worship | Sundays | 10:00 AM | Sanctuary 

ASK (Abiding Savior Kids) | Wednesdays | 6:00—7:00 PM | Mod #1 

Confirmation | Wednesdays | 6:30—8:00 PM | Youth Room 

Women’s Bible Study | Thursdays | 10:00 AM | Coffee House 

Men’s Bible Study | Tuesdays | 8:30 AM | Fellowship Hall* 

*every other Tuesday of the month 

Abiding Savior Pastoral and Musical Staff 

WELCOME 

Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church  

is a welcoming and caring family that nurtures spiritual  

growth, shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation. 

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

8211 RED OAK DRIVE | MOUNDS VIEW, MN  55112 

PHONE 763-784-5120 | PRESCHOOL 763-784-5326 

EMAIL office@abidingsavior.org |  

WEB www.abidingsavior.org | www.facebook.com/abidingsaviorlc  

OFFICE HOURS Monday—Thursday: 9am—4pm; Friday CLOSED 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Ryan D. Brodin 

 

Youth Directors 
Alex & Josh Ertz 

 

Choir Director 
Dr. Mary Larew 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Katie Hendrikson 

 

Organist 
Janelle Schauer 

 

Bell Choir Director 
Paul Weller 

mailto:office@abidingsavior.org
http://www.abidingsavior.org

