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Supervisor Federal Glover, 
2017 – Chair of the Board  
of Supervisors

2017 was somewhat of a 
rough year because so much 
of our County’s work was 
impacted by the turmoil in 
Washington  Despite this 
uncertainty, Contra Costa 
County did not just wring our 

hands and come to a standstill.  Major initiatives began 
to bear fruit and new projects launched that will build 
momentum for Contra Costa’s future.  We could not do 
any of this without a sound and solid fiscal foundation.

•	 For	the	7th	year	in	a	row,	the	County’s	budget	is	
structurally balanced. 

•	 We	were	able	to	reduce	Other	Post-Employment	
Benefits	(OPEBs)	Unfunded	Liability	for	the	 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 to $693,566  
Million, a massive reduction since 2006 when it  
was $2.6 Billion.  

• Maintained both our AAA Bond Rating from 
Standard	&	Poor’s,	our	Lease	Bonds	from	Moody’s	
from A1 to Aa3.  Both agencies said that Contra Costa 
County was “fundamentally sound, and had a stable 
outlook for the future.”

•	 2017	Series	A:		$99.8	lease	revenue	bonds,	including	
$9.7 million will fund capital projects within the 
County’s Health Services Department and $90.1 
million in refunding bonds realizing a net present 
value	savings	of	$9.1	million	(7.8%).

The County created two positions that never existed 
before; two positions that will help us make sure that 
our children and grandchildren will be able to enjoy the 
benefits of living in Contra Costa.

•	 The	Office	of	Reentry	&	Justice	(ORJ)	as	a	pilot	
project	of	the	County	Administrator’s	Office	
(CAO’s).		This	office	will	build	on,	align	and	
formalize the programs and contracts we have that 
will ease the formerly incarcerated as they reenter our 
society so they do not have to depend on their former 
lifestyles	in	order	to	live	and	succeed.		The	office	will	
also examine the inequities that exist in our justice 
system for adults and juveniles.
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•	 The	other	new	position	is	that	of	Sustainability	
Coordinator	who	will	coordinate	the	development	
and	integration	of	the	County’s	sustainability	
activities	and	to	obtain	new	funding	to	support	
the	County’s	sustainability	efforts.		This	position	
will	not	only	help	us	live	more	efficiently	with	less	
reliance	on	fossil	fuels,	but	also	prepare	the	County	
for	the	challenges	brought	forth	by	climate	change.

Along	these	lines,	Department	of	Conservation	and	
Development	(DCD)	staff	worked	with	the	Board,	
cities,	the	CAO’s	Office,	other	County	Departments	
and	a	consulting	team	to	study	and	evaluate	options	
related	to	forming	or	joining	a	Community	Choice	
Energy	Program	(CCE),	which	would	provide	residents	
a	second	option	for	the	purchase	of	electricity.		The	
Board	ultimately	decided	to	join	an	existing	program	
known	as	MCE	and	residents	will	enjoy	the	benefits	of	
choice	in	electrical	service	beginning	in	2018.

•	 We	also	entered	into	an	agreement	with	Alameda	
County	to	share	one	Agricultural	Director.	Since	
most	of	our	agricultural	land	is	in	East	and	South	
County	adjacent	to	Alameda	County’s	agricultural	
land,	it	made	fiscal	sense	to	have	one	person	
overseeing	all	of	that.

The	County	was	able	to	launch	some	major	
infrastructure	projects.	

•	 The	Board	of	Supervisors	approved	construction	plans	
for	new	Emergency	Operations	Center	(EOC)	and	
County	Administration	Buildings.		The	County	also	
closed	a	$100,285,000	lease	revenue	bond	transaction,	
in	an	agreement	with	JPMorgan	Chase	Bank.

  $60 million will fund replacement of the 
County Administration Building located at 651 
Pine Street, Martinez, including a structure for 
additional parking for County employees and 
the public visiting downtown Martinez.  

 $40 million will be allocated to construction of 
a modern EOC to be located on Glacier Drive  
in Martinez. 

•	 Completed	restoration	of	flood-damaged	roads,	in-
cluding	two	major	storm	damage	repair	projects	on	
Morgan	Territory	Road	and	Alhambra	Valley	Road.		
Projects	were	designed	and	constructed	in	less	than	
11	months.
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Perhaps	the	department	most	affected	by	the	uncertainty		
in	Washington	was	Health	Services.		Nevertheless,	under	
the	leadership	of	Health	Services	Director,	Dr.	Bill		
Walker,	they	have	been	able	to	accomplish	a	lot.

•	 Our	Public	Health	Division	has	also	been	working		
with	others	to	bring	awareness	to	the	national	opioid	
epidemic	to	combat	the	abuse	of	opioid	painkillers	in		
the	community.

•	 Contra	Costa	Council	on	Homelessness	has	
launched	Coordinated	Entry,	a	new	initiative	
to	streamline	service	delivery	and	enhance	
collaboration	among	the	County's	network	of	
nonprofit,	faith-based	and	government	providers	
of	homeless	services.		The	County’s	annual	survey	
indicates	a	7%	decrease	in	unsheltered	homelessness	
in	the	County,	with	an	increase	in	East	County.

•	 The	Board	of	Supervisors	approved	funding	to	
sustain	and	expand	the	Contra	Costa	CARES	
program	for	one	more	year.		The	new	allocation	of	
funding	will	increase	the	number	of	adults	who	may	
enroll	in	the	program	by	1,400	members.		CCHP	
continues	to	manage	enrollments,	medical	home	
assignments,	and	facilitation	of	the	per-member,	
per-month	reimbursement	to	the	participating	com-
munity	clinics.

•	 The	Contra	Costa	Regional	Medical	Center	
(CCRMC)	Family	Residency	Program	was	named	
one	of	the	Top	10	in	the	country	for	its	medical	
training	program	for	the	second	consecutive	year	by	
the	physician	network	Doximity.

2017	was	not	without	some	difficulties	that	we	have	weath-
ered.		Chief	among	them	was	the	resignation	of	District	
Attorney	Mark	Peterson.		Through	a	very	public	process		
that	included	testimony	from	the	community	and	several	
town	halls,	we	chose	Diana	Becton	as	the	interim	D.A.

These	are	just	some	of	the	accomplishments	of	this	Board	
and	our	County.	There	are	numerous	other	programs	and	
initiatives	throughout	the	County,	such	as	the	moderniza-
tion	of	our	computer	systems	and	employee	training.

I	leave	the	chairmanship	confident	that	we	took	the	baton	
from	my	predecessor	back	in	January	and	built	upon	her	
success	and	accomplishments.	During	the	year	I	have	
been	Chair,	Contra	Costa	County	has	been	put	into	a	

better	position	than	we	were	when	I	assumed	the	
Chairmanship	(not	that	we	were	in	a	bad	position	to	
begin	with).		I	leave	knowing	the	County	is	poised	
to	take	the	next	big	leap	into	the	future.

That	future	includes	the	appointment	of	an	
Economic	Development	Director	who	will	oversee	
the	Northern	Waterfront	Initiative	that	has	already	
brought	businesses	and	jobs	to	the	County.		I	
had	Randy	Iwasaki	of	CCTA	speak	at	one	of	my	
breakfast	events	recently	and	he’s	excited	about	the	
future	of	the	Northern	Waterfront.		With	the	help	
of	an	Economic	Developer	Director,	the	County	
will	be	able	to	work	with	CCTA	and	bring	about	
full	use	of	the	2100-acre	parcel	that	is	being	used	as	
a	test	site	for	driverless	vehicles.		He	also	mentioned	
that	a	major	university	is	looking	to	establish	a	
campus	in	proximity	to	the	testing	site.		

With	the	County	and	CCTA	working	together,	the	
promise	of	the	Northern	Waterfront	can	be	fulfilled.		
That’s	an	exciting	prospect.		I’m	excited.		I	look	
forward	to	working	with	my	fellow	supervisors,	our	
department	heads	and	County	staff	to	meet	the	
challenges	of	2018	and	into	the	next	decade.


