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Cleary University welcomes Tom Egan as Director of Development 
 
(HOWELL, MI) Alan Drimmer, PhD, president of Cleary University, announces the appointment 
of Thomas Egan as Director of Development, effective Monday, Oct. 31. 
 
In this position, Egan will lead the university’s fundraising activities, which include planned 
giving programs, corporate philanthropy, foundation relationships, major gift donations and 
endowments.  
 
“Tom will serve as a strong liaison between Cleary and our community,” Dr. Drimmer reports. 
“He has a proven track record as an effective relationship-driven leader who becomes deeply 
rooted in the community, establishing and cultivating long-term connections with businesses, 
stakeholders, alumni, students and families. His high energy, passion for education and 
collaborative style are an ideal fit for Cleary and our community.” 
 
Egan comes to Cleary from Kinexus Youth Solutions in Benton Harbor, where he was Director of 
Strategic Partnerships. In this position, he worked to remove obstacles and barriers for 
disadvantaged and vulnerable youth by developing innovative plans and partnerships that 
connected 3,500 young people with employers, post-secondary institutions and other 
organizations across the state, giving these students every opportunity for educational and 
career success. 
 
Egan also worked at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo as Director of Development and 
Alumni Relations. During his tenure, he was instrumental in building the university's 
endowment and scholarships, as well as innovative capital projects. He launched a major giving 
capital campaign to create the university's Institute for Design and Innovation, secured a capital 
gift for the university’s DREAM Lab, cultivated and closed a major gift for the Center for 
Financial Literacy, and specialized in raising money from first-time donors for other university 
endeavors. 

(more) 
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“I am excited to join this student-focused, well-respected, innovative university,” announces 
Egan. “With persistence, partnerships, and the support of a talented and invested staff, I am 
looking forward to rolling up my sleeves, and working alongside businesses, stakeholders and 
community members to facilitate local and statewide initiatives that will help Cleary emerge as 
a pioneer in educational growth and academic opportunities.” 
 
Egan will report directly to Dr. Drimmer. 

 
About Cleary University 
Founded in 1883, Cleary University is a four-year, world-class, private, nonprofit accredited 
university, offering undergraduate and graduate degrees from a unique Business Arts 
curriculum, driven by a faculty of thought leaders with deep, practical experience in their 
industries. Providing on-campus and online education models, Cleary provides a robust athletic 
program and a rich residential life on a quiet, rolling 50-acre campus. Cleary graduates land jobs 
faster than their peers and with higher salaries and less debt. Adult students benefit from 
Cleary’s quality business degrees delivered in an accelerated degree format. 
 
Cleary University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission, a proud member of the HLC 
Standard Pathway, and an approved institution by the National Council for State Authorization 
Reciprocity Agreements. Cleary’s campus is located at 3750 Cleary Drive, Howell, MI 48843, 
(800) 686-1883 with an education center within the Durfee Innovation Society at 2470 
Collingwood St., Detroit, MI 48206. 
  
To learn more about Cleary University, visit its website: https://cleary.edu.  
 
Cleary University:  

 Ranked #5 in the nation for best online business degree (University HQ) 

 Ranked #3 in Michigan for best average starting salary two years post-graduation (US 
Department of Education College Scorecard) 

 Ranked #5 in the entire country for its student debt ratio to starting salaries (Wall Street 
Journal) 
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