
2018 NFJG Foundation  

Awards Banquet 
 

 

This past Wednesday more than 180 North Florida Junior Tour Members, Parents, Grandparents, Family 

and Friends gathered at Jacksonville’s TOP GOLF to honor our annual award recipients and to celebrate 

a fantastic year in junior golf.  

This year 35 TOUR events plus special events with more than 2600 rounds of golf were played on over 

30 area supporting golf clubs, private, public and resort. The NFJG Foundation NFJG TOUR is among the 

leaders in junior golf and we’re very proud to be associated with so many great junior players, 

supporting families, Foundation Partners and North Florida Section PGA Professionals who come 

together to make it all possible. 

The season would not be the same with our dedicate NFJG TOUR Staff.  The TEAM is dedicated to 

making our junior program the best and a memorable experience for our juniors that will last a life time. 

NFJG Foundation Executive Director Jack Aschenbach kicked off the show with brief opening remarks 

and then introduced, staff board members and the evening’s guest speaker PGA Professional Duke 

Butler. Duke wowed the crowd with his life-long stories from his amazing golfing career, both on the 

PGA TOUR and working for the PGA TOUR. In particular and in great honor, Duke honored Jack Nicklaus 

with outstanding stories of sportsmanship, etiquette and obeying the rules in golf. Duke told the kids 

“Be like Jack Nicklaus” and honor your character.  

At the beginning of his remarks, Duke who grew up in Texas, raised a trophy he had won in the Houston 

Junior Open back in 1962. Accompanied with the trophy Duke told the junior players to “Treasure your 

trophies, they get better with fond memories they provide you. But it is the Friends you make playing 

junior golf that stay with you for life” and “I hope you become as good as you dream, but make certain 

you become a better person than player.” An impressive man Duke Butler is and we are so blessed he is 

part of our team.  Many thanks and great job! 

This year kicking off the award presentation, we stated with scholarships. This year the NFJG Foundation 

presented $12,000 in scholarships and raised another $20,000 for future scholarships. Three 

outstanding junior player were this year’s recipients. First up was Jacksonville’s Charles Collings who 

received the Web.com Junior Players TOUR $2000 Scholarship. Fernandina’s Jay Adams received the 

Northern Chapter PGA $2000 Scholarship and Palm Coast’s Olivia Whitten received the NFJG Foundation 

$8000 Scholarship with an additional blind draw $500 Web.com Junior Players TOUR scholarship for a 

lucky winner.  



Kicking off the tournament awards would be the traditional awarding of the TOUR Championship 

trophies to this year’s champions and runner-ups. The TOUR Championship was held at Marsh Landing 

and Glen Kernan Country Clubs on July 30th and 31st.  Logan Underwood from St. Augustine would be the 

recipient of the Overall Champion of the TOUR Championship.  

Sixty-two trophies in all were presented to deserving junior players for their year-long efforts. Division 

Winners for the “Fall, Spring and Summer Tournament Series” were first, followed by the “Jack Nicklaus 

Award” for sportsmanship, the “Harry Vardon Award” for scoring average, the “Birdie Leader Award” for 

most birdies, and the new “TOP HONOR AWARD” for two day Web.com Junior Player TOUR events. 

Finally the evening awards presentation ended with the coveted “PLAYER OF THE YEAR” Award. This 

year’s POY Awards went to Hayden Zitzewitz, Marisa Cardenas, Campbell Kennedy, Alyzabeth Morgan, 

Thomas Cush, Phillip Dunham, Emma Wells and Tavi Sport. For full display of award recipients see the 

attached list. 

After the award presentations the players and guests were invited to dinner with a great selection of 

TOP GOLF foods and a two hour experience on the more than 25 hitting bays reserved for the NFJG 

Foundation. The SMILES told the rest of the story. 

Mr. Gary Vanover from Footjoy was once again this year’s Awards Banquet Sponsor.  This year as in past 

years, the ENVELOPE filled with junior prize was not offer, but instead a drawing from the NFJG TOUR 

hat. More than $5000 worth of prize would be offered including a $500 college scholarship, 15 – pairs of 

FJ Shoes, 5-$250 FJ Apparel certificates, 40 dozen of Titleist golf balls, plus shirts, hats, gloves and Oakley 

sunglasses and wedges. 

Phillip Dunham would be the first to select and would draw the $250 gift certificate, Adam Vermut 

would be second, drawing shoes and Ty Boston would be the third junior player to draw from the hat of 

more than 300 prizes. He would draw the lucky scholarship and would show his emotions of joy and 

happiness as every person did upon drawing.  You had to be present to win and this year parents were 

surprised as one parent from each family had the opportunity to draw for the valued prizes. 

As we close this chapter of our enriched junior program I would once again like to thank all our 

supporting PGA Professionals for their outstanding support in growing the game. 

Congratulations to all our NFJG TOUR Players for a great year and a special congratulations and “Fist 

Pump” to all our award recipients. 

The registration for the new season starts Sept 1, 2018. Enjoy a $25 discount when registering prior to 

September 30th.  Schedule will be up soon for the 2018-2019 season. 

 

See you on the links! 

 

Jack Aschenbach, PGA 


