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Anxiety 
Awareness Day

When: Wednesday, May 1,1996
Where: Dean Clinic
1313 Fish Hatchery Road, Madison
You are invited to participate in a special day, dedicated to the topic of anxiety 
disorders, which include panic disorder, social phobia, obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, post-traumatic stress and general anxiety. These activities are in 
conjunction with National Mental Health Month sponsored by the American 
Psychiatric Association, the American Psychological Association, the 
National Institute for Mental Health, the National Mental Health Association, 
the Obsessive-Compulsive Foundation and Freedom From Fear.

B  Open Forum Reception, Dean Clinic Atrium, 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

■  Lectures on Anxiety
4:00-4:30 p.m.: Obsessive-Compulsive Disorders:

Treatment Options by Leslie Taylor, M.D.
4:45-5:15 p.m.: Panic Disorder: Psychological Concepts of the

Problem and its Treatment by William Stewart, Ph.D. 
6:30-7:15 p.m.: Substance Abuse and Anxiety by Don Ferguson, Ph.D. 
7:30-8:00 p.m.: "Painfully Shy” and “Dying of Embarrassment":

Symptoms of Social Phobia? by Sarah Schaettle, R.N.

(limited seating, call 283-7000for reservations)

Dean Dean
Medical Center Foundation

® 1996, D ean Foundation

Independent Doctor 

of Optometry

DR. DIANNE 
FUNKHOUSER

6658 Odana Road
(M arke t Square)
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Citizen’s group says race, 
not poverty, at root of gap
By Andy Hall
Wisconsin State Journal

A citizens group today is releas­
ing a report th a t says Madison 
school offic ia ls and residents 
should be alarm ed by the racial 
disparities in test scores and 
should follow a set of recommen­
dations for narrow ing the gap.

“T hese n um bers make me 
angry,” said Kaleem  Caire, a mem­
ber of IOO Black Men and an urban 
education s tuden t at UW-Madison 
who was among 14 Allied for Chil­
dren’s Education  volunteers, who 
helped p rep are  the report.

The 13-page 
report by a col­
lection of Madi- 
s o n  S c h o o l  
District te ach ­
e r s ,  s o c i a l  
workers, neigh­
borhood activ­
ists and paren ts 
from the N orth 
and South sides 
of Madison ex ­
amines much of the same data that 
the W isconsin State Journal anal­
yzed for today’s Schools of Hope 
stories.

Group m em bers said the re­
search brought them  to the unsci­
entific, but unanim ous conclusion 
that the achievem ent gap is de­
fined along rac ia l lines, not chiefly 
by poverty as d istric t officials have 
contended.

“It’s b la tan t deception,” said 
Adam Smith, d irec to r of the Al- 
lied-Dunn’s M arsh Neighborhood 
Center, which serves a racially di­
verse, low-income population on 
Madison’s Southwest Side.

Smith said  district officials 
have shied away from acknowledg­
ing that the  test scores of “chil­
dren of color” vary widely. Asians 
generally score near the level of 
whites, and H ispanics, on average, 
remain substantially  above blacks 
on such m easures as standardized 
tests and grade point averages. He 
said such patterns, readily appar­
ent in public data, should be un­
derstood by Residents so solutions 
to problems a re  focused properly.

“It is difficult to understand 
how p o o r  A frican -A m erican  
achievem ent can be allowed in a 
school d is tric t that is one of the 
top-rated in the  country and one 
that others look to as a model,” the 
report says. It calls for teachers, 
their union, school officials, par­
ents and businesses to make an in­
vestm ent in the  community’s 
future by working together to

* 3 |  H ELP: For copies of 
l l  j  the report on 

■ ■ ■  achievement disparities 

or for information on becoming 
involved with Allied for Children s 
Education, call Adam  Smith at 
837-0787.

sh rink  the achievement gap.
M adison Schools Superin ten­

d en t Cheryl Wilhoyte smiled and 
said  of th e  group’s finding: “It’s 
w onderful. We’re not perfect, by 
any stre tch  of the imagination, 
particu larly  for Allied students. If 
they ’re mobilizing, we’ll take the 
finger-pointing and then join th e ir  
h ands.”

A lth o u g h  ACE’s re p o rt is 
packed w ith portrayals of how 
badly  black students are faring, 
g roup  mem bers stressed that they 
d o n ’t wish to back anyone into a 
corner.

“We a r e n ’t 
laying blam e on 
any one group 
for this prob­
le m ,” S m ith  
said. "It’s every­
body’s responsi- 
b i I i t y , 
everybody’s af­
fliction.”

Race gap persists 
on Madison test 
scores

Third Grade R ead in g  T est

Percentage of students perform ing 
above the state standard  that 
demonstrates appropriate reading 
performance for a "m a rin e r tNro- 
grade student.

A C E w a s  
formed in De­

cem ber to push for construction of 
a neighborhood school in th e  Al­
lied Drive area. The school board 
abandoned that idea after oppo­
nents said the district would face 
legal challenges for placing so 
many poor and non-white ch ildren  
into a single school. ACE then  un­
dertook its study of achievem ent 
patterns.

ACE’s recommendations echo 
many that appeared in a 1994 re­
port, “Dual Education in the Madi­
son M etropolitan School D istrict,” 
by M adison writer Steve Korris 
th a t was published by the conser­
vative Wisconsin Policy Research 
Institute. Among ACE’s recommen­
dations:

■  Stop paying so much attention 
to desegregation and focus on the 
achievem ent levels of students.

■  Understand that many Afri­
can  Americans receive low grades 
because  they feel the schools d is­
crim ina te  against them; they then 
reb e l against the schools by failing 
to lea rn  or even to show up.

■  Insist upon high standards for 
all students. Believe that all s tu ­
d en ts  a re  capable of excelling.

Several members of IOO Black 
Men said they were amazed last 
m onth when they watched black 
ch ild ren  — many of whom had 
b een  labeled as marginal or failing 
studen ts  — compete in th e ir  o r­
ganization’s African-American his­
tory co n test They’d studied so 
hard  tha t answers were delivered 
before the questions could be com-
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pleted.
The experience, Sm ith said, 

proved that if ch ild ren  a re  asked 
to study m aterials th a t are  rele­
vant to them, they w ill succeed.

“They’re b rillian t,” he  said

Community involvement supported
Because low achievement is 

linked so closely to conditions out­
side the schools, attention is focus­
ing on ways members of the 
community could join the district 
to help th ese  students.

Proposals are  forming on a 
num ber o f fronts:

■  Focus on what works. UW-
Madison ed u ca tio n  researcher 
Gloria Ladson-BUlings, through 
her re sea rch  into the work of ef­
fective teach ers , has convinced 
many local leaders that all Afri­
can A m ericans can succeed if 
their te a c h e rs  set high expecta­
tions and show that they care. A 
teacher-tra in ing  program, Teach 
for Diversity, has been in place in 
several o f th e  d istric t elementa- 
ries for the  last eight years.

■ Hold th e  d istric t accounta­
ble. In 1994, school d is tric t 
spokesman Mike McCabe said that 
“sanctions” w ere being consid­
ered for schools if  the grades of 
minority s tuden ts d idn’t begin to 
rise w ithin a year or two. Resi­
dents th roughout the community 
often say they support this con­
cept, but so far no districtwide 
plan has been  developed.

■  Increase  the involvement of 
area residen ts , particularly Afri­
can A m ericans, in the schools. 
Teachers in M adison’s Midvale- 
Lincoln school pair, for example, 
a re  e x p lo r in g  th e  so-called  
“Comer m ethod ,” developed by 
Yale U niversity professor of child 
psychiatry Jam es P. Comer. The 
approach em phasizes bridging the

Community assists schools project
The Schools of Hope project, 

which began in fall 1995, has 
grown to include contributions 
from many people throughout 
the community.

The State Journal acknowl­
edges the cooperation of the 
Madison School District and the 
Departm ent of Public Instruc­
tion, whose employees con­
d u c te d  re sea rch , g r a n te d  
extensive access to the schools 
and furnished interviews and 
data in support of the Schools 
o f Hope project.

UW-Madison journalism  stu­
dents Becky Boykin and Vikki 
Ortiz assisted in reporting and 
research  for these stories. The 
project is directed by Tim Kel­
ley, Wisconsin State Jou rn a l 
city editor.

Assistance also w as provided 
by officials from L eadersh ip  
G reater Madison, UW-Madison, 
Madison Area T ech n ica l Col­
lege, United Way o f  Dane 
County, businesses and  local 
governments.

Leadership G rea te r Madison 
partic ipants in S ch o o ls  of 
Hope’s Dane County L abor Sur­
vey include Kathy H ubbard, 
Dave Beck-Engel, M ike Broge, 
Wendy Coe, Liz M enzer, David 
Smith and Steve Suleski.

Finally, the S tate  Jo u rn a l ac­
knowledges the co n tribu tions of 
more than 40 M adison high 
school students who a re  writing 
diaries about th e ir  exp erien ces  
with the school system.

social and cultural gap betw een  
hom e and school through local 
“governance” teams and social ac­
tiv ities.

■  In sis t that all parts of the 
com m unity  — not ju s t the schools 
— seek solutions. Search In stitu te  
in M inneapolis surveyed nearly  
47,000 students nationwide to d e ­
velop a portrait of how “asse ts” 
such  as students’ re la tionsh ips 
w ith community members could 
resis t the  influence of risky be­
haviors such as using drugs and 
alcohol. Madison School S u p erin ­

tendent Cheryl W ilhoyte is a pro­
ponent of the stra teg y , which 
classifies p a re n ta l  d isc ip lin e , 
doing homework, ex tra c u rricu la r  
activities, com m unity clubs and 
religious in v o lv em en t, among 
other things, as “a s s e ts ” that aid 
students.

■ Place more responsib ility  for 
the widening gap — and  for find­
ing answers to it —• on African- 
American students and  th e ir fam­
ilies. This idea is gaining hold 
among African A m ericans who are 
weary of waiting for th e  d istric t to 
make progress.

Journalism project hopes to shape school reform
Schools of Hope is a civic 

journalism  project of the Wis­
c o n s in  S ta te  Jo u rn a l and  
WISC-TV (Ch. 3) to help Madison 
define and develop the schools it 
wants.

The project is based on inves­
tigative reporting. The first sub­
ject, academ ic standards and 
achievem ent, is being presented 
today through May 8 Succeeding 
reports will be on costs, race and 
culture, family involvement and

safety and discipline in the 
schools

As civic journalism, Schools 
o f Hope relies heavily on public 
involvement. The issues w ere 
identified  through a public-opi- 
nion survey, and town hall m eet­
ings occasionally are held to 
facilitate  open discussion.

In addition, the State Jou rnal 
has convened a group of nearly 
20 local leaders to discuss issues 
arid pursue solutions. U nited

Way of Dane County is coordi­
nating that group, w hich already 
is planning to add ress m inority 
student achievement.

Please let us know w hat you 
think; we’ll publish th e  best com­
ments and ideas

Please write: Schools o f  Hope 
at the Wisconsin S ta te  Jou rnal, 
PO. Box 8058, M adison, Wis 
53708 Or e mail: wsjcityc« state- 
journalm adison.com  o r  State 
Journal editor F ran k  D enton at 
fdenton(u madison.com.
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