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A School Stucly^ 2 Yekrs Later
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ByPfflLHASLANGER

When Dorothy Holden read in the
newspaper a few weeks ago that the
Madison Public Schools were about to
start random interviews of teachers and
administrators as a way of studying
poor achievement by black students,
she thought 'the idea sounded familiar.

In early 1974, Holden had put together
a proposal for. a project to look at the
problems black students face in school,
by interviewing parents and teachers
about their relationships to each other. .

Out of that proposal came a Madison
Public School committee to study
minority achievement, but the proposal
itself was stopped short and the original
committee disintegrated.

Holden compared her frustration in
dealing with the school bureaucracy to
that other black parents feel in dealing
with the educational system.

Lee Hansen, the school system's'
director of research and development
and the person" Holden blames, for
stymying her project, suggested that it
was noi so much a problem 'of. parent
versus bureaucracy as of a broadly-
based committee wanting to go in a.
somewhat different direction than Hol-
der^ its chairman.

"The last thing I want to do is get into
a debate with Dorothy Holden ,' ' Hansen
said. "She should be credited with hav-
ing initially brought the attention of the
school system to this problem." .

The problem is black students in the :
Madison Public Schools getting'lower
scores on standardized tests than white
students.

Holden was working in the University
of Wisconsin affirmative action office
when she began to develop he r proposal.

"What do black parents want from
public schools? -What are the attitudes
of black high school students toward
public schools? What are the attitudes
of teachers and administrators toward
the parents of black children and their
education?" were the questions Holden
thought needed some answers.

She worked with people at the
University and in the school system to
line up funding for her proposal and to
design a research project. She went to
Harvard, Atlanta and Mississippi to get
ideas for her project. '

Holden designed a questionnaire and
tried it out on a dozen white and a dozen
black parents. "The whites expected so .

. much more from the teachers than the
blacks — and some of the blacks were

. teachers themselves," she said. That
confirmed in her mind the relationships
between teachers and parents should be
explored, . j ,

The heart of Holden's theory is that if .
teachers and parents relate well, the ,
child ren .will do"well in school.; If they
have no relationship or.a poor one, the.
children will do poorly.

The school system formed a commit-
tee to work with Holden and Hansen .
sent her a letter pledging his support. •
The eommittee'first met in September,
1974, and began thrashing through how
they wanted to proceed.,

Holden's proposal began to "hit
roadblocks, and.she blames Hansen,
who she says, "decided he didn't really
want a parent-teacher study, but said he
wanted to look at the children."

Holden argued that there have been
too many studies of black children and
almost none of the adults that run their
world. .

Hansen,said he is opposed to accept-
ing arry: ''one hypothesis" study of the
minority student achievement problem,
noting that it is a complex problem that'
needs to be examined from many'
angles. . ' -• '

Holden's proposal as it stood was a
• "one-hypothesis'' study, he said. But he

also said several times in an interview I
that he "was not acting unilaterally.

MEAT SPECIALS

"Throughout that period, I believe I
was consistent in saying I was willing to
be guided by'whatever direction the
committee gave Dorothy Holden," he
said. '•'. •. - . ; • • ' . • • : . ; • - ' . . . ' : , •';' :;

Holden charged that Hansen-blocked
her project by pulling one of his staff
people off the'project and by not res-
ponding to requests for data. "I don't
recall that at all," Hansen said.

By March, 1975, the committee had
come to a standstill. People within
school administration complain that
Holden would not meet with them,
although she said that there was just
difficulty in arranging a time for a
meeting, not a basic unwillingness on
her part to meet. . . '

Last July, Holden pulled out of the
committee and the committee itself was
reorganized. The committee has been

analyzing achievement scores of black
students in third, f i f th and eighth
grades. " ,

Hansen gave a report to the board
March 29 on his impressions of the
committee's work to date and indicated
at that time that the committee planned
to pursue the study of teacher and ad-
ministrator's attitudes toward minority
students^ • > '
v; The committee itself will make a
report to the .board later this month.

Hansen said the biggest problem fac-
ing the committee now is money to do
the study. He:said that the personality

; conflicts on the committee had been
- fairly, well worked out.

In the post-teacher strike budget cuts,
large chunks of the research and
development budget were cut. To do the
study, Hansen said the board will have

to reallocate some priorities within his
department. • . ••:".•
' Holden, meanwhile, thinks the school
administration has lost valuable time.
."Here another year has passed and.
nothing has been done," she said.

That is disappointing to her, bui she
still hopes-the people concerned about
minority student' achievement will use
her proposal.
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NOTICE Of INFORMATIONAL MEETING
FO« THE CONSIDERATION OF THE LOCATION

AND DESIGN ASPECTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT
OF HIGHWAY 12

BETWEEN LITTLE DOOR CREEK AND
NORTH STAR ROAD

IN DANE COUNTY

All inUrtsttf1 i«tt»»s «r« •fr'nW fat til inforrnotionol m««ting will k« held for
Id* CMii4*riti«« of Hit lt«Hi«« in4 4*iigii aspects, for th« proposed reconstruction
*f Hifhwy II IwtwM* lirtU tor Cr«*k *«d North Stir tod in Done County. The
»r«f«s*4 irtJKt covers Mtrly tw« Milts of Highway 12. The project begins about
HUM *il« Mit ol Interstate Hijkwiy M and terminates about one mile east of
County Hifhvay "N".

The iifomalieMl MMlinf will be held in the Callage Crave Township Hell stort-
ing at t:M p.m. M Thursday, May?0, l»7f.

At riot tint, staff engineers will b« available to answer questions and ascertain
public opinion retarding Iba tfopattd project. nUps and other exhibits will be on
display. .

All interested persons are invited to attend.
Information concerning Hie proposed improvement, including studies made by the

Division af Highways, is available for inspection and copying at the,Division of
Highways' District Office, 1317 Applagata toad, Madison, Wisconsin, 53713. Addi-
tional information oMy ba obtained by writing or visiting )he district office or by
calling a08-2M-t»l». ' :

US CHOICE
Beef Sides* .... 87S

Cutting, Wrapping and
Veering included in price.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Pork Loins ....
(Limit 2)

With The Purchase
Of Sides Of Beef
*Sold Hanging Weight
Subject to Cutting Loss

LAMSLOm
CHOPS ......... $1.99 u.

$2.69 Li.

SI. Mil.

VEAL
WHOUMEF
TENDERLOIN

BRATSlllKtrHm u.

OKH M; Hm-hi; Wi.

DUANE'S MODEL
MEAT MARKET

AND WALLPAPER THE MOST REVOLUTIONARY NEW
CARPET TILE EVER INTRODUCED...

AND ONLY COLOR TILE HAS IT!
blackcoral
& sterlina silver

^JT^~^" BEAUTIFULLY

iSRetaiR DESIGNED
Value FOR MEN

OR WOMEN

WITH ANY
PURCHASE

OF ARMSTRONG
PRODUCTS TOTALING
$59.95 OR MORE

LIMIT 1 PER
CUSTOMER ONLY AT COLOR TILE!

EXCLUSIVE! EXCITING!
HIGHLAND PLAID* CARPET SQUARE

TRADITIONAL LOOK OF ROYAL SCOTTISH P1AIDS IN A MULTI-COLOR
DESIGN! EASY SELF-STICK BACKS! 100% NYLON FIBER RESISTS GRIME!

REVOLUTIONARY 2 x2-FT. SIZE MEANS FEWER SEAMS AND QUICKER INSTALLATION!

^REVOLUTIONARY*
NEW 2x2 FOOT

SIZE!

CHOICE OF
MULTI-COLOR

PLAIDS!
fc»n m
HEFTY

BUILT-IN
CUSHION!

»• •+
FAMOUS

Armstrong r jr.

SOME MTTEMe MM VMT

DEPENDABLE

Armstrong

I VINYL SHEET FLOORING I SOLARIAN® FLOOR TILE I PUCE 'N PRESS TILE
NEWEEEJSlS "BANDWAGON"

SCULPTURED SHAG CARPET TILES
LUXURIOUS CUT I LOOT CONSTRUCTION! SELF-STICK BACK
HOLDS TILE FIRMLY IN PLACE! 100% NYLON' 12x12" ' SQ.FT.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FLOOR MADE EASY!
NO SEAMS IN MOST ROOMS!
12-FT. WIDTH

FROM

EXCITING DESIGNS BLENDED
WITH BRILLIANT COLORS!
SELF STICK BACKS!.

• GEOMETRIC DESIGN COORDINATES
ANY ROOM DECOR!

• EASY TO INSTALL!

1M2"

fl USE OF SPECIAL- CDCCI EXPERT ADVICE. C||| | D|CC||Pjn ON ALL

. IZED TOOLS' iTllCCa PLANNING HELP' rULL If CrUraif UNUSED TI

VERSATILE VINYLON FLOOR TILE I DECORATOR CERAMIC WALL TILE Armstrong

ATTRACTIVE, CRUSHED STONE f AT-
TERN HI ALL ftlRPOSE TUB
NEEDS ONLY MtNIMUM CARE!

1*12"

irS EASY TO ADD SPARKLING
CHARM IN BATH OR HITCH EN!
RESISTS STAINS AND SCRATCHES!

MOSAIC FLOOR & WALL TILE
tf OMETRK STYLING ft BOLD COLORS!
CONVENIENT-PRE-MOUNTED SHEETS
FOR EASY MSTALLATNNI!

HTM* 1 SQ. FT. SHEETS V1W^ • SHEET

WHITE WITH COLD TRIM!
CUSTOM VANITY

A TOUCH OF ELEGANCE
FOR EVERY BATH ROOM!

• 1-PC. CULTURED MARBLE
TOP. BOWL, COUNTER!

< DEEP STORAGE CABINET
FOR TOWELS & TOILETRIES!

I W/0 FAUCET

PRINT CARPET TILE
• FANCY PATTERN & BOLD COLORS!
• EASY TO USE SELF-STICK BACKS!
• CUSHIONED!

12*12-

Armstrong

EXCELOT FLOOR TILE
CHOICE OF PATTERNS I COLORS TO
HIGHLIGHT ANY ROOM DECOR!
EASY TO

Mim CARPET RUMMER SEE
THRV. GQAKOS ROORS & CARPETS FROM
TRAOEWN fiMME. NON-SUP. 27" WffiE

\ It IDWHl

.FT.

VMYl COUNTER TOP IDEAL FOR
ANY FLAT SURFACE! FLEXIBLE-EASY TO.
USE! HEAT & MAR-RESISTANT! 3C" WfDE

MASTER CHARGE I BANKAMERICARD WELCOME! ]

HOURS: MON.-FRi. 9 A.M. 'TIL 9 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. 'TIL 5:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 11 A.M.'TIL 5 P.M.
PHONE: 241-4196

CORK WALL THE CREATE UNIQUE
WRU. DESKMS W(TN REAtCORf! AOUCM

JEXTME. MOWN COLOR! IZllT

THE LUXURIOUS C L E A R
MIRROR WAILS AOO DEPTH I BEAUTY TO
ANT ROOM. EASY TO INSTALL 12x12"

ACROSS FROM EAST TOWNE
4100 L WASHINGTON AVE.

t SOME PATTERNS MAY VARY
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