1
3

1

ByPlllLHASlANGER
|94 Vhe Chpitel Yimei Sukt

When Dorothy Holden read in the
riewspaper a few weeks ago that the
Madison Public Schools ‘'wére about to-
start random mtemews of teachers and’
ddministrators as'a way of studying
poor: achievement. by. black students,

- she thought the idea sounded familiar.

. In early 1974, Holden had put together

a proposal for.a project to look at the

problems black students face in school,
by interviewing parents and teachers

about their relatiotships to each other. .. -

- Ouitof that proposal came a Madison

_ Public School committee to study
‘ mmonty achievement, but the proposal -
+ -itsell was stopped short and the orlgmal

committee dlslntegrated
'Holden compared her frustration in
dealing with the school bureajeracy to

“ that other black parents fee! in dealmg :

with the educational system.

Lee Hansen, the school syetem 5 -

dlrector of research and development
and the person Holden blames. for

stymying her project, suggested that it -

was not so much a problem ‘of, parent
versus biireaucracy as of a broadly-
based committee wanung to_go in a,
somewhat different diréclion than Hol- ‘
den, its chairman. )
““The last thing I wanttodo is get mto_'
a debate with Dorothy Holden,” Hansen
said. ““She should be credited with hav-
ing initially brought the attention of the

- school system to this problem

The problem is black students in the i
Madison Public Schools getting lower

scores on standardlzed tests than white -
students.

Holden was working in I.he Unwers;ty
of Wisconsin affirmative acticn office

when she began to develop her propesal. =

“Whal do black parents want from
publle schools? -‘What are the attitudes

- of black high school students toward

public schools? What are the attitudes

of teachers and administrators toward
the parents of black children and their -
education?’’ were the questions Holden -

thought needed some answers.

- She worked with people at the

University and in the school system to-

line up funding for her prop_osal and to -

design a research project. She went to.
Harvard, Atlanta and Mlss1ssmp1 to get
ideas for her project. :

- Holden designed a questlonna.lre and.’

) _tned it out on a dozen white and a dozen -
‘black parents. “The whites expecled so .
. much more from the teachers than the
blacks -— and some. of the blacks were
" .teachers’ ther_nsehies,“ she said. That"

confirmed in her thind the relationships
between teochens and parents should be
explored ) N

’I‘he hea.rt o{ Holden s theory lS that i,
teachers and parents relate well the

- thildren w|ll do weil in school: If they

have no relatmnsh:p Or a poor, one the ..
children will do poorly. ..
‘The school system formed a cormmt-

’ “'I‘hrougbout ‘that period, I b-el:eye [
- wis consisterit in saying 1 was willing to °

.be guided by whatever direction the
committee” gave Dorothy Holden." he -

said, -
Holden ch.arged that Hansen blocked

7 her project by pulling one of his ‘stafl’

people off the project and by not res-
ponding to requests Yor data, ““I don’t

-recall that at all,” Hansen said.
By Mareh, 1975, the comrmttee had -

come to a standstlll People within
school administréation complain that

Holden would not meet with them,,

although she said that there was just
difficuity in-arranging a time for a
meeting, nol a hasic unmllingness on
her part to meet.

- Last July, Holden pulled oui of the
commiltee and the committee itself was
reorganized. The commiitee has been
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analyzmg achlevement scores of black

_ students’in third [1fth and elghth

gmdes.

e Hansen gave a report to the board :
- March 29 on his impressions of the

-committée’s Work to date and indicated

at that time that the commiltiee planned -

to pursue the study of teacher and ad-
ministrator's att.l.tudes toward mmority

 students. . -~

- The committee itself will make a
report to the board later this month. .

- Hansen said ‘the biggest problem fac--
mg the comrmttee niow is money to do

- the $tirdy. He 'said that the personality
- cohflicts on.the committee had been
* fairly. well worked out.

In the post-teacher sirike budget cuts,
large chunks of the research and
development budget were cut. To do the
study, Hansen said the board wtll have_
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tee (o work with Holden and Hansen .

sent her a letter pledgmg his support
The comrmnitiee. first met. in September,

" 1974, and began thrashing through how

they wanted 1o proceed.,

Holden's proposal - began
roadblocks, and she blames Hansen
wha she says, "décided he didn't Teally
want a parent-teachor study, but said he
wanted to lock at the children.”

Holden argued that there have heen
too many studies of black children and

almnst none of the adults th.at run their

world.

Hansen, said he is opposed to accept-
ing any, “one hypothesis™ study of the =
minority student achievement probler,
noting that it is a complex problem that'
needs te he examined Lom many
angles. .

Holden's proposal as. 1t stood was 2

“one-hypothesis” study, he said. But he
also said 'several times in an interview'
that he ‘was oot acting unifateraily.”
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“to real]ocate some priorities unthm his
depa.rtn'rent
" Holden, meanwl'ule, thinks ‘the school

admlmstratlon has Jost valuable time. .
“*Here another year has passed and,

noth.mghasbeendme"shesatd ‘

That is disappoeinting o her, huf she
still hopes-the people concerned about
minority studen!’ achievement will use
her proposal
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AHD DESIGN ASPECTS FOR THE IMPIOVEMENT
‘ . OFHIGHWAY 12
BETWEEN UTTLE DOOR CREEK AND
NORTH STAR ROAD

_ IN DANE COUNTY

the considarstion of the becation and design ospects, for the proposed reconsiryclion
of Kighway 12 botwoan Little Boar Cronh und North Star Road in Done County, The
~ praposed preject covers mearly wa miles of Kighway 12, The praject begins about
three miles sast of [nteistate Hl.huy ¥ and 1erminates absv! one rnlle east of
(euty Highwey "N, ‘

Tha informational maunting will be hald in Hu Catiage Grave Tounshu: HuII stnrl
llg at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, Mey 20, 1976,

" AL thet time, staff enginests will be availuble ta lns\uf quutlus and usmtom
public spinion regerding the propesad projoct. Mags ui ofher exhibits will be on
tisploy.

All interested parsans are invited to aftend,

Infermation concorming the propasad improvement, including studies made hy the
Division of Highways, is evailable for inspeciion ord copying et The Sivision of
Highways' District Office, 1317 Applogala Rood, Madison, 'liscu'ﬁsin, 5313, Addie
lienal informailen may be ehiained by writing or visiting dhe disteiel office or by
colling 608-266-4909, - *

"l inlarested porsans are edvised thet en informational meeting will be hild for -
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