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Thompson, governors 
play second fiddle

SAN DIEGO — Gov. Tommy Thomp­
son saw the handw riting on the wall. On 
Sunday, a day before the Republican Na­
tional Convention opened its four-day 
stand, Thompson told reporters  he was 
afraid the Dole cam paign was missing a 
chance to exploit the ideas and popular­
ity of the nation’s 32 R epublican gover­
nors.

“The Republican governors should be 
invited out to meet relatively soon with 
Bob Dole and Jack Kemp to talk  about 
how we’re going to run  th is upcoming 
campaign across A m erica,” Thompson 
urged. “But I don’t see th a t happening as 
it should.”

A week later, Thom pson’s misgivings 
seem prophetic. He and the  GOP’s gover­
nors came to San Diego prim ed to play 
glamorous roles at th e ir  party’s conven­
tion. They were a group of skilled politi­
cians with the poise and self-assurance 
to carry out ambitious experim ents in 
crim e control, education  and welfare. 
They seemed ready for “prim e tim e” — 
high visibility on national television and 
prestigious assignments for the fall cam­
paign. Instead, they left San Diego with 
tim e on their hands.

F o r openers, 
p residen tia l nomi­
nee Dole bypassed 
the  governors in se­
lecting a running 
mate. After months 
of speculation cen­
tering  on Illinois’ 
Jim  Edgar, Michi­
gan’s John  Engler, 
Pennsylvania’s Tom 
Ridge, Newr Je r­
sey’s Christine 

Todd Whitman, Ohio’s George Voinovich 
and Thompson, only E ng ler reportedly 
m ade the next-to-last cut. Thompson was 
among the top seven candidates.

Next, three prom inent governors who 
had been slated for key speaking spots on 
the convention program  backed out in 
protest after being told by Dole opera­
tives that their rem arks m ust focus on se­
lected economic topics and not drift into 
a discussion of th e ir pro-choice views on 
abortion.

Even California’s Pete  Wilson, the 
convention’s host governor, balked be­
fore agreeing to address delegates in the 
city where he once served as mayor.
Govs. George Pataki of New York and 
William Weld of M assachusetts initially 
declined to speak, but a t the last moment 
Pataki agreed to nom inate Kemp for vice 
president. Weld, who is running for U.S. 
Senate in his home state, never made it 
to the podium.

Thompson’s speech on w elfare reform 
cam e Tuesday night and was not part of 
the prime-time network coverage. In fact, 
only a handful of governors received top 
billing, with Whitman and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush getting the  most atten­
tion.

It was reflective of the  Republican 
National Committee’s b e lie f that the gov­
ernors, for all the ir popularity  at home, 
suffer from a “charism a defic it” when it 
comes to stepping out on a bigger stage. 
T here were doubts even about Thomp­
son, who has served as chairm an of the 
N ational Governors Association and has 
become a familiar figure on the Washing­
ton talk-show circuit.

For Thompson, who cam e to San 
Diego with hopes of being tabbed as one 
of the party’s rising stars, the  convention 
may have been som ething of a personal 
disappointment. Except for his Tuesday 
night speech, (which the Dole campaign 
rew rote until it was alm ost a ir  time), 
Thompson’s exposure was limited.

Thompson was sum m oned along with 
four other governors to b rie f  Kemp on 
economic issues, and he was in solid de­
mand as a surrogate sp eak er to address 
delegations from o ther states, especially 
on his favorite topic of w elfare reform.

But for a governor who cam e to San 
Diego with whispers of “2000” and "pres­
ident" in his ear, the convention must 
have scored as no more than  a six on a 
personal scale of IO. Thom pson wasn’t 
overlooked, but he w asn’t in the front tier 
o f showcased governors, either.

Sooner more than later, however, the 
Dole-Kemp campaign needs Thompson 
and his fellow governors to win the No­
vem ber election. Many of the nation’s 
most populous states — California, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Texas, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Michigan, M assachusetts, Connecti­
cut and Illinois — are  governed by Re­
publicans. In addition, R epublican 
governors hold the sta tehouses in every 
sta te  iii the Upper Midwest, w here Dole 
must defeat President C linton in Novem­
b e r in order to have a chance  to win the 
W hite House.

Thompson is too loyal o f a Republican 
and too big a fan of Dole and Kemp not to 
step  up to the challenge. But his memo­
ries of San Diego will be o f a convention 
th a t missed the chance to tout the policy 
innovations of the nation’s Republican 
governors. For Thompson, it will be re­
membered as a political opportunity for­
feited _  for him and his party.

Gatherings focus on 
minority achievement

S c h o o ls  o f
HOPE

By Phil Brinkman
Education reporter

Longtim e observers of the 
M adison School District 
can  be forgiven for think­
ing th ey ’ve seen this before.

A larm ed by the lagging p er­
form ance of blacks and Hispan- 

| ics, a coalition  of school and 
com m unity leaders is looking for 
new ideas to lift minority stu­
den t achievem ent.

In m eetings and community 
forum s over the last month, the 
group has solicited ideas, held 
b rainstorm ing  sessions, devel­
oped recom m endations.

Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
W isconsin State Journal and 
WISC-TV (Ch. 3) will facilitate 
several “town hall" meetings to 
review  th e  prelim inary recom­
m endations and suggest others. 
(See e d i t o r i a l s . ) Students, par­
ents, teach ers  and adm inistra­
tors a re  all invited.

Yet, organizers of the effort 
could find they’re heading down 
a well-w orn path.

F o r nearly  a decade, the 
school district, sometimes alone, 
som etim es in consultation with 
p a ren ts  and community organi­
zations, has sought to close the 
lea rn ing  gap between the races. 
Among o th e r things, the district:

■  C reated  elem entary and 
secondary  Minority Student 
A chievem ent Committees in 
1988. The com m ittees estab­
lished  goals and made sugges­
tions abou t a m ulticultural 
curricu lum , improving school 
c lim ate  and strengthening 
hom e-school relations.

■  E stab lished  parent-school 
liaisons.

■  T ried  to teach students to 
do b e tte r  on standardized tests 
th rough a program  known as 
“test-w ise.”

■  E stab lished  “Ready-Set- 
G oal” conferences at the begin­
ning o f th e  school year for e le­
m entary  students, initially 
recom m ended for minority stu­
den ts and  since broadened to in­
clude all students.

■  E stab lished  early childhood 
program s at Sherm an Middle 
School and  in the Allied Drive 
area , and set up all-day kinder­
garten  a t several schools.

■  C reated  a minority student 
ach ievem ent fund, which spent 
m ore th an  $4 million over six 
years. T he fund was discontin­
ued a fte r  an audit turned up sev­
era l questionab le  expenditures. 
However, the district still spends 
about $1 m illion a year on the 
R esources Integrated for Suc­
cess and  Equity (RISE) fund, 
which com bines money for tal- 
ented-and-gifted programs with 
money aim ed at improving mi­
nority  stu d en t perform ance 
th rough such things as hiring ad­
d itional teachers and aides.

This tim e, however, there is a 
growing realization  that it’s not 
up to th e  schools anymore.

“Even if the schools did all 
they could  do, th a t’s probably 60 
(percent) to 70 percent of what 
needs to be done for the whole 
ch ild ,” said  Robert Howard, a 
black p a re n t of two school-age 
boys and a psychologist at Sen­
nett M iddle School.

H ow ard plans to attend this 
w eek’s m eetings, which are 
being held  as part of the State 
Jou rn a l and WISC-TV’s "Schools 
of H ope" project examining the 
M adison public schools.

Timeka Rumph prepares to take a physics exam at East High School this 
past school year. Rumph, who ranked near the top of her class, volun­
teers many hours to a community-wide Schools of Hope campaign that

P artic ipan ts will be respond­
ing to recom m endations by a 
special com m ittee, led by United 
Way P resid en t Leslie Howard 
and m ayoral aide Ellis Ragland, 
p resid en t of IOO Black Men.

W hile many of the group’s 
recom m endations are aim ed at 
teachers and adm inistrators, 
o thers call for involving parents, 
vo lunteers and community o r­
ganizations through such things 
as tutoring, driving parents to 
school functions, and creating an 
environm ent tha t values 
ach ievem ent at school.

For the full list of 
recommendations 
to improve student 
achievement, see 
Page 5H.

“My m ain hope is we have 
buy-in from the community and 
all the  stake-holders as we go 
forw ard with the recom m enda­
tions,” Leslie Howard said.

A lthough his children attend 
St. Jam es Catholic School, 
Charles H. Brown said he sees 
the need to pull together to im­
prove m inority  perform ance as a 
tu tor for the privately funded 
C arter G. Woodson Scholarship 
and Community Service Founda­
tion. But he cautioned against 
relying too much on volunteers 
or com m unity organizations, 
many of which already feel

stretched too thin.
“I don’t have volunteers beat­

ing down my door,” Brown said.
‘'Tthink w hat w e’re going to 

have to do is at least spend a 
reasonable am ount of money to 
support the effort," Brown 
added.

The district cu rren tly  has 
partnersh ips with a few commu­
nity organizations, helping un­
derw rite, for exam ple, the Baby 
Steps program for teen-age 
mothers, Centro H ispano, and 
Project Bootstrap, which offers 
after-school tutoring.

Although several organiza­
tions exist on the city and county 
level to help  needy families, the 
schools may have to spend 
money to m eet those organiza­
tions halfw ay, Robert Howard 
said.

“If we (the schools) were to 
invest more in those families, 
you’d have few er of those c riti­
cal ones down the road ,” How­
ard said.

Area churches, some of which 
are  already deeply involved in 
helping struggling youth, also 
could be partners, ch ildren 's ad­
vocates say, desp ite  an often un­
easy relationship  between the 
churches and the schools.

"I think th ere  is a role for the 
church and you would have a lot 
of parishioners willing to assist,” 
said Brown, a m em ber of Mount 
Zion Baptist Church. "I think 
someone needs to in itia te  the d i­
alogue.”

And while many of the recom-

Please see HOPE, Page 5H
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has developed recommendations to close an academic achievement 
gap that threatens the futures of thousands of African American, His­
panic and Southeast Asian students in the Madison School District.

Town hall meetings let 
citizens have their say

As part of the Schools of Hope 
- project, the Wisconsin State 
Journal and WISC-TV (Ch. 3) are 
co-sponsoring four town-hall 
meetings this week to inspire and 
collect citizens' insights and 
opinions on the issue of minority 
student achievement.

These informal discussions, 
led by Neil Hem en of WISC-TV 
and State Journal Associate Ed­
itor Thomas Still, are m eant for 
real people like you, not experts 
or special interests.

Four town hall meetings are 
scheduled at the Madison News­
papers Inc. auditorium . 1901 
Fish H atchery Road:

■  School adm inistrators and 
staff, Tuesday, 1:30-3 p.m.

■ Parents, Tuesday, 6-7:30 
p.m.

■  Teachers, Wednesday, IO 
a.rn.-noon.

■ Students, Wednesday, 1:30-3 
p.m.

Your perspective may be very 
im portant in helping the school 
district find its way on this diffi­
cult issue.

Town hall participants will 
discuss what works, what doesn’t, 
and what can be done differently 
to raise minority student achieve­
ment.

Then, the Schools of Hope 
subcom m ittee on minority youth 
achievem ent — composed of 
teachers, d istrict officials and 
representatives of several com­
munity organizations — will 
bring final recom m endations to 
the Schools of Hope leadership 
group in September.

The leadership  group, coordi­
nated by United Way of Dane 
County, was formed to advise the 
Madison School Board and seek 
out community-based solutions to 
problems in the schools. The 
group includes representatives of 
the school district, teachers 
union, parents, the School Board 
and business. Leslie Howard, 
president of United Way of Dane 
County, facilitates the group.

The town hall meetings also 
will be taped for broadcast on 
CitiCable (cable Ch. 12) and the 
Madison School District cable 
Channel IO.

Schools of Hope is a civic 
journalism  project of the State 
Journal and WISC-TV.

We hope you will be in ter­
ested in participating in one of 
the four town hall meetings.

P lease call 252-6139 to leave a 
message, with your name and 
num ber, telling us which meeting 
you plan to attend Walk-ins also 
will be welcome.

Issociute e d ito r  o f  the S ta te

Good dOOdi Price too high for return of artifact
By Mary Daniels
Chicago Tribune

W hen Max Ringers’ black Labrador dug up a 
lead plate from a hillside during  a canoe trip  
through the South Dakota w ilderness, the re­
tired  family counselor from Florida was m ore con­

ce rn ed  about survival than archeology.
R ingers and his dog had stopped to rest n ea r the 

confluence of the Cheyenne and Belle Fourche  rivers 
d u ring  th e ir  500-mile canoe trip  in May 1995, but bad 
w ea th e r was coming from the west. So he walked down 
the hill, threw  the lead plate in the bottom of his canoe 
and took off.

W hen he had pulled the .square plate, about the size 
of a hardcover book, from the earth, he had noticed 
th a t th e re  was something inscribed on a corner. But it 
w asn’t until w ater swishing in the bottom of the canoe 
w ashed the  p late off that the date 1743 was revealed.

T hat intrigued Ringers enough to make him alter 
the cou rse  of the sojourn he hoped would help  him re­
cover sp iritually  from his son’s death from AIDS and 
his d ivorce from his wife of 33 years.

He m ade a stop in Rapid City, S D., w here his call to 
the local new spaper resulted in a short a rtic le  on his 
find: a 6-by-7-inch lead plate with the inscrip tion  "A

The story of the discovery of 
a historic plate turned into a 
modern parable about the 
perils o f trying to do a good 
deed, with an ending 
befitting a Mark Twain tale.
Miotte Le 7 de Marse 1743.”

R ingers also stopped at the local copying center, 
made dozens of copies of photos o f his find, and sent 
them  out to anyone he thought might help him identity 
the p la te  — including faculty he knew from his college 
days at A ugustine College in Sioux Falls, S D.

R ittgers could not know it at the time, but his inno­
cent discovery and w ell-intentioned queries would 
quickly bog him down in a legal, financial and ethical 
quagm ire

His photocopy mailings .struck pay dirt. Tom Kiiian,

presiden t of the South Dakota State H istorical Society, 
contacted Rittgers, who took the p late  to K ilian’s home 
in Sioux Falls.

After exam ining the plate, Kiiian said it had been 
placed on the banks of the C heyenne River on March 
7, 1743, during the first incursion of the w hite man into 
the N orthern  Plains by a F rench  fur tra d e r  who was 
part of the (Louis Joseph and Francois) Verendrye ex­
pedition seeking a short and profitable route to the P a­
cific.

He told Rittgers the A Miotte plate, which he de­
scribed as priceless, p redates by 23 days the  previous 
artifact confirm ing the w hite m an’s presence. The Ve­
rendrye Plate, found by schoolchildren in 1913 near 
P ierre . S D , is now owned by The C ultural Heritage 
C enter in Pierre.

“The French had a practice in that e ra  of leaving 
these plates around w here th e ir  exp lo rers traveled to 
establish th e ir  te rrito ria l rights,” said Kiiian.

“ It helped to mark the route of the  V erendrye expe­
dition, which was in doubt and u n d er d iscussion for 
many years The discovery of th is p la te  helps to nail 
that all down.”

Having learned the history’ of the  expedition , Rittg-

Please see PLATE, Page 4H
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MADISON NEWSPAPERS PRESENTS...

Some people tend to dream about getting just the right car. Others will wait too, until just the 
right time. Right now you can take advantage of special lease and financi 
programs on Toyota's popular models. Like the luxurious Camry, rel 
Corolla and rugged Tacoma 4x4s. So stop dreaming and take advantage 
of these great programs at your Toyota dealer today. You'll see, 
during Toyota's Nationwide Clearance... ANYTHING IS POSS I BLE

Smart Toyota
5801 Odana Road 

275-7808

Jon Lancaster Toyota
Interestate I-90/94 and 151 

241-3503

•1st month s payment and $275 refundable deposit or reconditioning reserve also due at signing. Closed-end lease on '96 Camry OX A cyl. 4-spd. automatic sedan arith A/C. Mower pXg . carpeted floor mats, OU. AM/FM radio 
w/cassette/4 speakers. $1,503 Are at signing. $16,855 capitalized cost based on $999 down & db. participation which may vary. MSRP of $19,558 md. destination charge. Mo payments total $8,244. Your payment may 
vary depending on final price. Taxes, license, title, insurance, regionally required equip. & db charges extra. Lease end purchase option $11,634. Lessee pays maint.. excess wear & tear & $0.10/mi. over 12,000 mi./yr. 
Disposition fee, not to exceed $150, may be due at lease end. To qualified lessees through Toyota Motor Credit Corp. Retail delivery by 10/2/96. Camry I i  shown at added cost. See your participating dealer for details. This 
is a TMCC lease available through your Toyota dealer. Each dealer negotiates his own terms. “ 1st month's payment and $200 refundable deposit or reconditioning reserve also due at signing. Closed-end lease on %  Corolla 
5 spd manual with A/C, Power Steering, carpeted floor mats, All-Weather Guard Equipment Pkg. and ETR AM/FM radio w/cassette. $1,368 due at signing. $13,185 capitalized cost based on $999 down & db. participation which 
may vary. MSRP of $14,910 incL destination charge. Mo. payments total $6,084. Your payment may vary depending on final price. Taxes, license, title, insurance regionally required equip. & db charges extra, lease-end 
purchase option $8,201. Lessee pays maint., excess wear & tear 8 $0.10/mi. over 12,000 mi./yr. Disposition fee, not to exceed $150, may be due at lease end To qualified lessees through Toyota Motor Credit Corp. 
Corolla OX shown at added cost. Retail delivery by 9/3/96. See your participating dealer for details. This is a TMCC lease available through your Toyota dealer Each dealer negotiates _ n i l  r-i ■ «
his own terms. ‘ "4 .9 %  Annual Percentage Rate. No down payment required if qualified. Term not to exceed 24 months with approved credit through Toyota Motor Credit Corp on all QTt̂  TOYOTA

. . _ > I . . „ - .  I ' l l  flO n u  C l AAA k n r in n .fifl E ^ ek n n , Sn inn& n6iii<u n n f  //. AW ( s n if tn tn / i r iir t l/ 'tn a f lz in  m a il jftzaz i finial n u z ir it is f1996 Tacomas. 24 monthly payments of $22.98 per $1,000 borrowed. Factory-to dealer incentives not available w/4.9% financing. Oeater participation may affect final negotiat 
cd pnce. Retail delivery by 9/2/96. See participating dealer for details. I love what you do for me

These are the recommenda­
tions up for discussion at four 
Schools of Hope town meetings 
scheduled Tuesday and Wednes­
day:

FOR STUDENTS
■ Increase expectations of 

achievement for all students and 
provide assistance for improving 
students’ achievement.

■ Recognize the role of home­
work in enhancing minority stu­
dent achievement.

■ Work with parents and teach­
ers on ways to help students com­
plete homework that is tailored to 
their individual performance 
goals.

■ Recruit “homework helpers” 
and/or tutors for students and pro­
vide other forms of homework 
help tailored to various grade lev­
els, such as homework hotlines. 
(Our goal is to be able to make this 
available to all students.)

■ Make homework help avail­
able at after school and neighbor­
hood based programs.

■ Explore use of extracurricu­
lar activities as motivation for 
achievement.

■ Have students take the lead 
in exploring ways for students, 
student mentors and adult men­
tors to help students:

■ Recognize and actively advo­
cate that it is OK to achieve.

■ Understand what they need 
to do in order to achieve.

■ Be motivated to take advan­
tage of what is available to help 
them achieve.

Develop ways to improve at­

tendance, improve the behavior 
which causes suspensions, and 
create student acceptance for at­
tendance standards.

FOR STUDENTS 
AND TEACHERS

■ Enhance connections be­
tween teachers, students and 
other interested adults in order to 
improve minority youth achieve­
ment.

■ Reduce class size (ideally 15 
students per class), consider small 
school size to enable teachers to 
spend more time with children 
who need help.

■ Provide information to teach­
ers about all resources available 
to help their students (such as a 
resource book, online assistance, 
hotline for teachers to call for 
community resources, etc.).

■ Provide opportunities for stu­
dent initiated activities within 
planned lessons.

■ Seek student feedback 
through focus groups regarding 
positive academic experiences. 
Share findings with teachers.

■ Encourage community-based 
organizations, neighborhood or­
ganizations, business and service 
clubs to supplement teachers in 
their attempt to improve minority 
academic achievement.

■ Increase number of student 
teachers at high school level. Pro­
vide incentives or special support 
systems for teachers to encourage 
taking on student teacher assign­
ments.

FOR STUDENTS, TEACHERS,

AND PARENTS
■ Improve communication be­

tween schools and homes. Work 
with teachers, parents, students 
and community-based organiza­
tions, such as neighborhood cen­
ters to develop methods for 
improving communication.

■ Ex ­
p l o r e  
teachers 
going to 
n e i g h -  
borhood 
or com- 
m unity 
centers 
to d is­
cuss stu- 
d e n t s ’ 
progress 
as ap ­
p ro p ri­
ate and
work with families to support stu­
dent performance.

■ Make sure schools, parents, 
teachers and students have a way 
to access translators when 
needed.

■ Provide transportation assist­
ance for families to participate in 
school activities.

■ Provide child care for parent- 
teacher meetings and other school 
events.

■ Develop informal ways to 
bring teachers, staff and parents 
together.

■ Develop ways for parents to 
assist teachers in the classroom.

■ Listen to the students. In­
volve students in helping to en­
gage parents.

■ Find ways to get parents in to 
the schools.

■ Ninth-grade should include 
parental involvement and avail­
ability of mentors for youth.

■ Develop support from em­
ployers to allow parents time off 
to attend school-related activities.

■ Ex­
p a n d  
pa rent  
e d u c a ­
tion and 
support 
for fami- 
1 i e s 
early on 
so they 
k n o w  
expecta­
tions be- 
f o r e

student starts school.
■ Inform parents of the nega­

tive effect of student employment 
and mobility on student achieve­
ment (i.e. 20 hours-plus working 
per week has detrimental effect 
on grades).

■ Engage parents in improving 
student attendance and improving 
student behavior which causes 
suspensions

■ Make multicultural training 
available for teachers and par­
ents.

FOR TEACHERS 
AND ADMINISTRATION

■ Continue to develop and 
strengthen school district efforts 
to improve racial diversity consis-

While some dream.
others will drive.

Iv:: :
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tent with efforts to improve mi­
nority academic achievement.

■ Develop regular opportuni­
ties for teachers and staff to learn 
and share methods that are suc­
cessful with minority youth; build 
on current successes (such as de­
velop an online moderated discus­
sion of m inority academic 
achievement)

■ Principals should show lead­
ership in including minority par­
ents in school.

■ Recruit, retain and support 
minority teachers.

■ Develop a system of multicul­
tural training that engages all 
staff.

■ Encourage the district to use 
every opportunity to discuss is­
sues of race as it impacts improv­
ing minority youth achievement

■ Stabilize students in this 
same school for at least one year.

■ Develop strategies that would 
encourage the consideration of 
minority academic achievement 
in the process of developing 
low-income housing patterns.

Process for implementing 
recommendations

■ Thorough assessment of cur­
rent programming and progress on 
minority academic achievement 
utilizing available staff, Union and 
university resources.

■ Visit with principals, staff, 
union leadership, teachers and 
students to review recommenda­
tions, assess what is going on in 
each school and relative success of 
various initiatives.

■ Find out what they would add 
and what they might stop doing.

■ Ask for their support in im­
plementation.

Develop a four year plan to sys­
tematically evaluate the progress 
of these efforts:

■ District and union to engage

the University of Wisconsin staff, 
faculty, and students in evaluation 
of the effect of strategies that are 
implemented.

■ School staff and parents to 
monitor a school’s progress in im­
proving academic achievement 
for its students.

■ Personalize the goals for mi­
nority youth academic achieve­
ment for each school and student.

■ Recruit teachers, staff, par­
ents, students, community-based 
organization staff, business lead­
ers to monitor the progress and 
make suggestions for change when 
needed.

■ Plan for celebrating success 
at each school.

Goals
Through the combined efforts 

of students, parents, teachers and 
interested community members 
the Minority Youth Academic 
Achievement Committee looks to 
accomplish the following goals:

■ Increase by June 2000 the 
proportion of African-American, 
Hispanic and Southeast-Asian stu­
dents who:

■ Score at or above state stan­
dards on Third Grade Reading 
Test.

■ Score at the 50th percentile 
or higher on Wisconsin Student 
Assessment System standardized 
tests in fourth, eighth and 10th 
grades.

■ Have a grade point average 
of at least 2.05.

■ Be involved in extra curricu­
lar activities.

■ Enroll and achieve in “gate­
way courses” (algebra, chemistry 
and foreign language).

■ Graduate and have a grasp of 
basic skills.

■ Decrease by June 2000 the 
proportion of African-American, 
Hispanic and Southeast-Asian stu­
dents who are absent more than 
IO days per semester (definition of 
habitual truancy); classified as ju­
venile delinquents; retained at 
ninth grade.

Continued from Page 1H

mendations assume a role by par­
ents, the group needs to do more 
to make sure parents are more in­
volved from the outset, said Lucy 
Mathiak, a white parent of a black 
child in the school district.

“You’ve got a bunch of people 
who have far less stake in the out­
comes than people like me,” Ma­
thiak said. “ I think it (Schools of

Hope) is well-intentioned, but is it 
about feeling good about our­
selves or really trying to solve the 
hard problems?”

The United Way’s Leslie How­
ard welcomed the criticism and 
said the committee may try to 
meet with more parents at com­
munity centers over the next 
month.

“The nice thing is, we’ve got a 
chunk of time here to involve any­
one we’ve overlooked or who 
couldn’t attend," Howard said.

Kid tested. 
Parent , 
approved.
Tuesday's Daybreak
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Recommendations to be discussed at town meetings

Jntroductory

I n t e r n e t  
SEMINAR
^  Wednesday, Aug.28  

6-8 p.m.
J 901 Fish Hatchery Road

urn**

This two hour seminar will introduce you to 
the vast information available via the Internet 
and World Wide Web for $20 per person.
Plus you will receive one month of unlimited, 
full Internet access and a complete surfer kit 
FREE. Space is limited, so register now.
Simply IIH  in Mm lorn* bolow  
and mail wiHi your 
registration too ($20 per person)
to Internet Seminar, c/o Madison Newspapers, 
PO . Box 8056, Madison, W I 53708. Please 
make checks payable to Madison Newspapers, 
Inc. Any questions, please call (608) 252-6069.

^  .
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