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Success for AI11?

I Madison schools are among the best in the nation, but the
achievement gap between black and white students is growing

By Andy Hall
Wisconsin State Journal

Year by year, African Americans are
falling further behind whites in the Madi-
son School District despite nearly a dec-
ade of efforts to boost their achievement
levels.

While the district, the second-largest
school system in Wisconsin, continues to
enjoy national acclaim for its overall high
academic performance, the racial gap in
grade point averages and test scores is
widening, a Wisconsin State Journal anal-
ysis shows.

The racial gap in test scores is larger
in Madison than any other Wisconsin
school system that has a significant en-
rollment of African Americans, according
to a State Journal analysis of'state De-
partment of Public Instruction data. The
disparities between the GPAs of whites
and blacks have increased throughout the
1990s.

“That’s massive,” said Madison Urban
League Executive Director Johnny
Mickler, whose organization began sound-
ing the alarm about the GPA gap with a
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GPAs: The Madison race gap widens

Listed are cumulative grade point averages of Madison School

District students.
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major report in 1987.

"At this point in time, it should be
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Some find way to excel against the odds

I Schools are filled with
children who work hard
and value education. Here’s
the story of one Madison
student who succeeds
where others fail.

By Andy Hall
Wisconsin State Journal

Too ill to eat, battling bronchi-
tis, facing a Spanish test and a
band concert, junior Timeka
Rumph had plenty ofreasons to
stay home from school.

But there she sat in a lobby at
Madison East High School, taking
another dose of prescription pills
and taking pride in her own gritti-
ness.

“I'still felt bad this morning, but
my mom said, ‘I think you can do
it,”" Rumph said between sniffles.

On that gentle, sunny spring
day. Rumph put aside her illness,
her worries about boyfriends and
attending the prom, and went on to
ace her test, turn in a smooth
trumpet performance and pack
her bags for a teacher-chaperoned
spring break trip to Italy.

Her hustle serves as a reminder
that Madison’s schools are filled
with children who work hard and
value education.

Atter nearly a decade of failing
to bring the grades of many Madi-
son black students closer to those
of whites, what can be learned
from the lives of African Amer-
icans who, like Rumph. do excel?

For one, Rumph has a dedi-
cated supporting cast —people
like her teachers Theresa Calderon in
Spanish and Gary Miller in history,
administrator Lee Thomas, longtime
friend and classmate Kelly Kramer,
and parent Carolyn Rumph.

The effects of such supporters’
work are visible at any school, docu-
mented in research and flowing
throughout the pages of more than 40
diaries students have been writing for

the Wisconsin State Journal’s Schools
of Hope project.

Regardless oftheir race, students
who succeed at school generally:

m Feel at home or have a sense of
belonging at school.

m Believe educators —some, any-
way — respect their opinions and cul-
tures, and help them grow into

Need for urgent action on

By Andy Hall
Wisconsin State Journal

The racial gap in Madison schools
poses such a threat to the well-being
of residents and businesses that it
should be attacked with all the re-
sources the community can muster,
according to a broad range of local
leaders.

And several key figures propose
using the Schools of Hope journalism
project to unify that effort. Last week
they mapped out a strategy and began
a study of what’s being done — inside
and outside the schools —to improve

low achievers' grades,

"That’s my dream ... that Schools
of Hope truly would generate schools
of hope," Madison schools superinten-
dent Cheryl Wilhoyte said.

"We’re the city that can do this.
And we must do this."

Schools of Hope, a civic journalism
effort of the Wisconsin State Journal
and WISC-TV (Ch. 3), includes a lead-
ership team of 20 local leaders, in-
cluding Wilhoyte and representatives
of the School Board, students, teach-
ers, the teachers wunion, juvenile
courts, business, local governments,

by the total number of credits earned

SOURCE Madison School District

adulthood Friendship between teach-
ers and students is valued, but respect
is more important to students.

m Are prodded by high expecta-
tions from parents, peers, teachers,
school administrators, potential em-
ployers and community members.
These students won’t use hardships in
their lives —such as poverty —as ex-
cuses for failing in school.

The averages are calculated by multiplying the number of course credits by the point value
of each grade earned (A«4. B*3. C*2, D»1, F«0), then dividing the sum of these products

Stale Journal photo/CRAIG SCHREINER

Timeka Rumph listens to the music as she waits to play her part during a recent band concert at East High School.

m Appreciate teachers’efforts to
make tough classes entertaining, and
to show how the materials will be
relevant later in life.

When all of these factors are in

Please see EXCEL, Page 14A
m More related btories/13A, 14A, 15A

m Students share diaries/1 B
m Editor’s column/1 B

school problems stressed

United Way of Dane County, UW-Ma-
dison and Madison Area Technical
College.

The leaders’ panel meets in public
to discuss issues raised by reporters’
research Frustrations surfaced at the
most recent meeting, April 11, arter
State Journal reporters briefed the
panel on their research into the dis-
trict’s academic achievement pat-
terns.

The major finding: Grade point av-
erages for Madison whites are climb-
ing while those of blacks are falling
during the 1990s

School board member Ray Allen
said he and Madison mayoral aide
Enis Ragland, president of the local
chapter of UK) Black Men, have al-
ready started seeking "the aggressive
involvement of African Americans
and other minorities.”

"We've got everybody else telling
us what to do about our kids,” Allen
said. "And that’s been irking me for a
very long time.”

Officials’ statements that African
American students in Madison gener-

Please see ACTION, Page 2A
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$950,000
settlement
ends lawsuit

Family satisfied Dodge County
answered for sons shooting

By Ed Treleven
Wisconsin State Journal

Dodge County will pay $950,000 to settle a federal
civil rights lawsuit filed by the family of a Beaver
Dam man shot to death by a sheriffs detective during
a drug raid, attorneys said Saturday.

The lawsuit, filed by the family of Scott Bryant,
was settled Thursday in U.S. District Court in Mil-
waukee, said Scott Rasmussen, attorney for Boyd and
Shirley Bryant of Fox Lake.

Scott Bryant, 29, was shot to death April 17, 1995,
by Detective Robert Neuman of the Dodge County
Sheriff’s Department as Neuman and other officers
burst into Bryant’s mobile home to execute a search
warrant.

Bryant s 8-year-old son, Cohen, was in the home
when Bryant was shot. The deputies found a small
amount of marijuana in the trailer.

“The family feels good about the settlement be-
cause they feel the county and Neuman have had to
answer for what happened," Rasmussen said.

Dodge County had offered $200,000 to settle the
case, said Rasmussen, while the family asked for $1.5
million.

In settling. Dodge County admits no wrongdoing.
Insurance, not taxpayers, will pay the settlement,
said the county's attorney. John Moore of Madison.

Neuman told state investigators he didnt remem-
ber the moment the shot was fired. A special prose-
cutor later determined that although Neuman had
handled his gun in a negligent manner, he probably
didn t commit a crime when he shot Bryant in the

Please see LAWSUIT, Page 6A

Exotic illnesses
take a bite
from suburbia

By Paul Salopek
Chicago Tribune

LA CRESCENT, Minn. — For Bobbie Bringe, th§
summer clouds of mosquitoes in her back yard have
always been a small price to pay for life in suburban
paradise.

Bringed peaceful street, a skate boarder’s dream,
winds up a hill overlooking the sky-colored currents
of the Mississippi River. The lawns are flawless. The
corner Kwik Trip store boasts FedEx service for the
neighborhood professionals. And as for the whining
bugs — well, they just came with the woodsy turf of
her subdivision, a bedroom community for the nearby
city of La Crosse, Wis.

But then, last summer, a mosquito bored into
Bringers 10-year-old son Jonathan. An exotic virus in
the insect's saliva — most likely picked up from chip-
munks or squirrels — invaded his bloodstream And
the disease attacked his nervous system.

“The doctors didn’t know what it was — they told
us it was a flu and to just wait it out," said Bringe. a
school psychologist "He had chills. He dehydrated.
He burned up with fever for four days."

On the firth day, specialists finally pegged the
symptoms to La Crosse encephalitis, a disease rare in
humans that leaves half ofits victims brain damaged.
The mosquitoes that carry the virus breed in tree

Please see ILLNESSES, Page 10A

IMPROVED STOCK TABLES

Starting today, Ute Wisconsin State Journal is of-
fering improved stock and mutual fund tables. The
tables feature a more readable typeface as well as an
expanded number of New York, NASDAQ and mu-
tual fund listings. For details, see Money/ 1C.
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Success?

Continued from Page 1A

going the other way.”

Much of the dlspanty is related
to problems originating outside
the schools, such as poverty and
unstable living situations, that
threaten the success of students in
every urban school district in
America.

But community leaders and
some residents argue that the
Madison School District, with its
slogan “Success for All," has set a
higher standard that can be ap-
proached if the community’s con-
siderable resources are
harnessed.

For the community as a whole,
the racial disparity in achieve-
ment is likely to take on increased
significance in coming yeals as
the district — and the community
— continue to become more ra-
cially diverse. African Americans
comprise one in 10 members of
this year's senior class, but two in
10 members of its first-grade
class.

Though imperfect as a measure
of achievement, GPAs and scores
from standardized tests remain
the chief forms of assessing stu-
dents’ accomplishments and often
determine who gets into advanced

—

Race linked to test
score success

In Madison schools, poor white
students recelve higher test scores
than blacks who aren’t poor. Listed
are average percentile rankings in
state tests.

““* 2 Not poor black students

;. Poor white students

TENTH

EIGHTH.

GRADE GRADE
SOURCE: Madison School District research

WSsJ

classes, scholarships, college —
and a shot at the best careers.

The newspaper’s analysis of
publicly available data reveals
that during the first half of this
decade:

W Scores on an early, crucial
measure of academic perform-
ance, the state Third Grade Read-
ing Test, reflected a sharp racial
disparity. While the percentage of
whites displaying at least margi-
nal reading skills grew by 2
points, the portion of African
Americans meeting the standard
fell 3 percentage points.

Nine in 10 Madison whites
meet the reading standard;
slightly more than half of blacks
do. That disparity is far larger
than the gap at any of the other
eight Wisconsin school districts
that contain substantial numbers
of blacks. The portion of blacks
reaching the standard in Madison
ranks last among those districts.

M Grade point averages — the
scores obtained through day-to-
day school work — of Madison
blacks in the ninth, 10th, 11th and
12th grades fell or remained stag-
nant while those of whites
climbed. .

The disparities shrink slightly
in the last two years of high
school, largely because dispropor-
tionate numbers of blacks drop
out. But at all four grade levels,
the GPA gap grew by nearly a
quarter-point (on a four-point
scale). It now surpasses a full
grade point for ninth- and
10th-graders.

The average GPA for a black
Madison freshman is equivalent to
aD+.

Part of a pattern

Madison schools superinten-
dent Cheryl Wilhoyte said the
achievement disparities fit into a
larger, troubling pattern that also
involves disproportionate numbers
of blacks being disciplined and
placed into special education
classes.

“There are significant differ-
ences,” Wilhoyte said. “And the
major factor appears to be race.”

Wilhoyte said she has become
convinced that blacks’ lagging per-
formance is due, in part, to a form
of institutional racism that per-
vades the school district: Expecta-
tions of blacks are lower, at times,
than those of whites. Teachers, at
times, fail to find ways to teach
and discipline children of diverse
backgrounds.

“lI wouldn't point fingers at the
faculty and staff,” Wilhoyte said.
“It’s the whole institution.”

Mickler said the schools and
community should follow the ex-
ample of other urban areas and
make fundamental changes in the
way they handle students who
don't come from typical white,
middle-class, two-parent house-

holds.
“Something is wrong with the
‘ I‘F

wisconsin State Journal, Sunday, April 28, 1996 ¢

SCHOOLS OF HOPE
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“ MORE
“é,‘ ONLlNE: See
Most on Madison
{http://www.madison.com), for a
fink to the 1993-94 statewide
School Performance Report. The
report contains text and data that
may be viewed and downloaded.
Information includes districts’
student test scores, enroliment,
attendance, dropout rates and
school finances.

teaching techniques and climate
we have in our school system,”
Mickler said.

However, John Matthews, exec-
utive dlrector of Madison Teachers
Ine, the teachers union, said the
dlstncts extensive employee-
training program has kept institu-
tional racism from becoming a se-
rious problem.

Madison, he said, has the finest
trammg program in the country
“on how to deal with different
types of kids, different learning
styles and dlffelent types of cul-
tures.”

Poverty, grades linked

Disparities in achievement lev-
els parallel economic and demo-
graphic trends in Madison.

During the first half of the
1990s, the number of poor black
students began to exceed poor
whites, although overall, blacks
are outnumbered 5-1. Black stu-
dents are six times more likely
than whites to be poor.

Student test scores also reflect
a district of haves and have-nots.

Madison whites are achieving at
academic levels matched at few
other places. Their average 10th
grade test scores, for example,
ranked at the 88th percentile,
meaning they bettered 88 percent
of all students who took the test
nationwide.

On the same test, Asians fared
nearly as well as whites, at the 81st
national percentile.

For Hispanics, the average
ranking was the 68th national per-
centile,

For blacks, it was the 43rd na-
tional percentile.

The Madison gap ranks:

B Largest among nine districts
in an analysis of Third Grade
Reading Test scores.

W Second-largest among seven
districts in an analysis of Eighth
Grade Wisconsin Student Assess-
ment System (WSAS) scores.

W Largest among seven districts
in an analysis of 10th Grade WSAS
scores.

Wilhoyte and other district offi-
cials said they don't know why
Madison third-graders’ scores rank
below the state average, or why the
districts’ students fare much better
in the eighth and 10th grade tests.
They are investigating.

Report echoes findings

Many State Journal findings are
echoed by a recently formed citi-
zens group, Allied for Children’s
Education, which examined simi-
lar data in a study that will be re-
leased today.

The group was formed last year
to lobby for a neighborhood school
for the low-income, racially di-
verse Allied Drive area but has

Madison School
District students

Total 1994 95 enrol/ment 24,872

7% Aslan
16% Black

1% Natlve Amerlcan
7% Hispanic ____.,;gf
16% Asian

Numbers do not
add up to 100%
due to rounding

SOURCE: Madison School District WSJ

turned its focus to achievement
disparities.

The report, which calls upon
community members to mobilize
in the search for solutions, con-
tends that the needs of low-achiev-
ing blacks are being neglected
while district officials struggle to
prevent wealthier white families
from fleeing.

The trends no doubt will renew
the debate over which factors —
such as poverty, single-parent
households, parents’ educational
levels, or racism -- are most
closely linked with low academic
achievement.

The outcome could have a
major influence over what solu-
tions — economic or social, gov-
ernment or private sector — are
viewed as offering the most
promise for raising blacks’ grades.

African Americans don’t speak
with one voice on the issue of how
low achievement patterns should
be defined.} Under pressure from

.

some African-American parents,
district officials this year dis-
carded race from the formula that
determines which schools receive
millions of dollars to pay for extra
teachers and programs to aid stu-
dents with the highest risk of fail-
ure. District officials contend it's
better to use poverty status in the
formula because, they argue, low
household incomes are a slightly
stronger predictor of low grades.
School district researchers say
that, overall, no single factor ap-
pears to influence more than
about a fifth of a student’s per-
formance. And the biggest single
factor, they say, is poverty. That is
followed by race — particularly
being African American — and a
variety of other factors such as liv-
ing in a single-parent household,
parents’ education levels and how
often a student changes resi-

dences. Frequent moves are often -

a signal that a family is unable to
afford its housing or is involved in
some turmoil such as a marriage
breaking up.

It is difficult, researchers say,
to precisely determine how much
of a role a specific factor plays be-
cause numerous factors may be
present in a student’s family.

As a result, a study designed to
measure one factor may end up
measuring additional influences.
For example, two-thirds of the
black students live in low-income
households, so an analysis of black
students’ performance also be-
comes, in many respects, an analy-
sis of the effects of poverty.

Race disparity detailed

New district research helps
shed light on factors linked to suc-
cess, and to academic struggles.
The research, performed at the re-
quest of reporters working on the
Schools of Hope project, used stu-
dent records to quantify, for the
first time, who is succeeding —
and who is not — in high school.

Among the racial disparities:

M Blacks are four times more
likely than whites to be low
achievers (scoring below the 50th
percentile on the state 10th Grade
Test).

W Among low-achieving stu-
dents, blacks are eight times more
likely to be poor than are whites.

M Single-parent households are
three times more prevalent among
high-achieving blacks than among
high-achieving whites.

B Regardless of achievement
level, blacks are substantially
more likely than whites to have
been suspended from school and
to have higher levels of unexcused
absences. Blacks with low achieve-
ment levels had the highest rates
of suspensions and unexcused ab-
sences.

In addition, researchers pro-
vided a comparison of how test
scores vary according to race and
poverty status.

A key question emerges from
that data: If poverty is the strong-

est indicator of academic success, -

why do poor white students score
higher on standardized tests than
black students who aren’t poor?

The gap between poor whites
(those eligible for free and re-
duced-price lunches) and blacks
who aren’t poor is 7 percentile
points on the state Eighth Grade
Test. It is 2 percentile points on
the state 10th Grade Test.

Many district officials say the
achievement gap illustrates diffi-
culties in educating African-
American students who, in in-
creasing numbers, show up at
school with characteristics linked
to lower academic achievement.

Significant changes in the past
five years include:

W The percentage of African-
American high school students
listed as low-income grew from 45
to 50. Among whites, poverty in-
creased from 5 to 6.

B The mobility factor — the
number of students moving into or
out of a school during a school
year — soared among black high
school students from 64.6 to 99.5.
Among whites, it held steady at
23.9. The rates are increased by
some students who move more
than once during the year.

But district crities, including
an increasingly vocal segment of
the African-Américan community,
charge that the district isn’t put-
ting enough energy into finding
the right answers and isn't serious
about living up to its motto, “Suc-
cess for AlL”

“We definitely need more of a
comprehensive plan of action, for
our kids to develop the way we
want them to develop,” Martin
Hull, vice president of the local
chapter of 100 Black Men, said
this month while visiting two
roomfuls of students at Mendota
Elementary School on Madison’s
North Side.

Like scores of other residents,
Hull, youth program coordinator
at the Broadway-Simpson-Wau-
nona Neighborhood Center, is
brimming with ideas: Teachers
should spend time in their stu-
dents' neighborhoods and develop
rapport with children from a wide
range of racial and economic
backgrounds; parents need to feel
welcome to visit schools and
speak with teachers; businesses
should help employees find time
to volunteer in schools.

“It takes everybody,” Hull said.

— State Journal reporter Phil
Brinkman contributed to this re-
port.
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1995-96 test scores listed hy race
THIRD GRADE: Third Grade Reading Test. Listed: Percentage of students performing above the state standard that
demonstrates appropriate reading performance for a ‘marginal” third-grade student.
EIGHTH GRADE: Eighth Grade Wisconsin Student Assessment. Listed: Parcentage of a perfect score attained on
Average Grand Composite Scores, covering tests on reading, writing, mathematics, science, social studies and
language. A perfect score Is 246.
T:JENTH GRADE: 10th Grade Wisconsin Student Assessment. Listed: Average Grand Composite Score as described
above
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R Elmbrook 74 | MADISON Verona Area 69
‘Aslan students MADISON 67 | Sheboygan Area DeForest Area 69
Green Bay Area 97 Stevens Point Area 65 | State average 64 Sun Prairie Area 69
Eimbrook 96 Eau Claire Area 63 | Oshkosh Area 64 Mount Horeb Area 67
Oshkosh Area 91 Wausau - 83 Appleton Area 61 Stoughton Area 67
Waukesha 90 State average 63 | Milwaukee 60 Deerfield Community 65
Wausau 90 LaCrosse 61 | Green Bay Area 59 Marshall 65
State average 86 Appleton Area 57 | LaCrosse 59 Belleville 64
Sheboygan Area 85 Green Bay Area 56 | Wausau 58 ‘White students
Stevens Point Area 85 Milwaukee 56 , y Middleton-Cross Plains 74
Milwaukee . 83 | Oshkosh Area 54 | .Hispanic student | MADISON 73
LaCrosse 82 Wisconsin Rapids 53 | Eau Claire Area 68 Cambridge 72
MADISON 81 - MADISON 62 | McFarland 71
Appleton Area 60 | :Hispanic‘atlidents Racine 59 | Monona Grove 71
Eau Claire Area 58 West Aliis 67 | Waukesha 59 Verona Area 71
o o MADISON 60 | State average 57 Waunakee Community 70
‘Hispanic students ;.- | State average 57 | Kenosha 53 | Wisconsin Heights 70
Sheboygan Area 80 Kenosha 57 Milwaukee 51 DeForest Area 69
Beioit 89 Appleton Area 56 Oregon 69
Kenosha 85 Waukesha 56 Sun Prairle Area 69
MADISON 83 Racine 55 Mount Horeb Area 68
State average 80 | Miwaukee 52 Stoughton Area 67
Waukesha 78 Deerfield Community 65
Milwaukee 75 Belleville 64
Racine 74 Marshall 64
NOTE: For a district to appear In the rankings, it must have at least 20 students of the race and grade listed.
SOURCE: State Department of Public Instruction data, 1995-96 school year WSJ graphic/LAURA SPARKS
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