
 

  

   

A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F L I G H T  A T T E N D A N T S  –  C W A ,  A F L  -  C I O  

HAWAIIAN AIRLINES MASTER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

W E B S I T E :  H A W A I I A N A F A . O R G  * F A C E B O O K :  H A W A I I A N A F A   

 

I N F L I G H T  S A F E T Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  

 
September 1, 2021 

 
Dear Flight Attendants, 
 
CRAF Flying for Hawaiian 
 
“CRAF” is an acronym for Civil Reserve Air Fleet and is a unique yet significant part of the nation’s air mobility 
resources. Select U.S. airlines, contractually committed to CRAF, augment the Department of Defense (DOD) 
airlift requirements in emergencies when the need for airlift exceeds the capacity of military aircraft. 
 
The airlines contractually pledge aircraft to the various segments of CRAF, ready for activation when needed, 
such as the evacuations at the Kabul, Afghanistan and mobilizing refugees within the nation. Although the 
CRAF flights have been ongoing for other carriers, the DOD did not notify they needed us until yesterday. The 
company advised AFA with little time to prepare – our first CRAF flights will begin operating tomorrow. 
 
CRAF activation is only used to the extent necessary to provide the amount of civil augmentation needed by 
the Department of Defense. When activated, airlines response time to have aircraft and crews ready to fly a 
CRAF mission range from 24-72 hours depending on the critical nature of the mission. 
 
We know many of you want to help and volunteer for this special flying. The nature of the missions is one of 
little time and planning. Being that things are fluid, yesterday’s flight was staffed with Reserve Flight Attendants 
due to the timeliness of the DOD’s request. After this initial flight, our understanding is the company will have 
more time for the next mission rotations. 
 
 

 
 

Mahalo From MEC Government Affairs Bruni Agosto-Pinal & Rick Schwabauer 
 
As many of you are aware, we held a two-day FlightPAC Drive in HNL on August 16 & 17 in the Crew 
Resource Office, and it was a great success! Council 43 gained 37 new contributors totaling $187.00 monthly 
to be added to our active contributions; this is an impactful gain. We are extremely grateful for so many of you 
being open and receptive to learning more about FlightPAC, what it has offered and done for us all within our 
careers and most importantly, for feeling empowered enough to have your voices heard in Washington, D.C. 
via your donations. 
 



 

 

I N F L I G H T  S A F E T Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  

FlightPAC IS NON-PARTISAN – We give to candidates who help Flight Attendants. We don’t all have the 
same political/social beliefs, but the fact remains that there are issues that affect all members. Most recently 
the bipartisan support for the Payroll Support Program (PSP). Passage of the PSP affected every one of us – 
whether you have been on leave of absence, actively flying, low time flying, or furloughed – we all personally 
benefited from the PSP. 
 
If you’d still like to become a contributor and didn’t have an opportunity to attend the drive, please e-mail me at 
bruni.agosto@gmail.com and we can coordinate getting you a donation form. We hope to see you again to 
continue the success of your contributions later this year in October and December. 
 
Mask Mandate Extended Through January 18, 2022 
 
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has extended the U.S. federal transportation mask mandate. 
The policy, first set to expire on September 13, has now been extended until Jan. 18, 2022, as COVID-
19 cases continue to rise amid the spread of the Delta variant. The decision for the extension is to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19 on public transportation. 
 
The Association of Flight Attendants-CWA said the TSA's extension will "help tremendously to keep 
passengers and aviation workers safe. We have a responsibility in aviation to keep everyone safe and do our 
part to end the pandemic, rather than aid the continuation of it," the president of the union, Sara Nelson, said. 
"Air travel is one of the most controlled indoor spaces with layers of safety protocols that make it possible to 
serve our communities. We all look forward to the day masks are no longer required, but we're not there yet. 
Let’s focus on putting COVID-19 in check together. Get vaxxed, wear a mask, be kind, and come fly with us!" 
 
As always please send any questions to the Questions Form link: TinyUrl.com/AFAQuestionForm 
 
In Unity, 
Joni, Scott and Chasity 
AFA-CWA Mutual Respect Policy 
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