
 
 
                  August 9, 2021 
Aloha Fellow Flight Attendants,  
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well during this challenging time. As the MEC Human 
Rights Committee chairperson, I would like to speak on recent events that have affected our group 
and hope it clarifies how we listen, communicate, and empathize with each other.  
 
I am in my ninth year at Hawaiian Airlines. As a general member, I was somewhat involved in our 
effort to secure our labor contract and have served as the MEC Human Rights Chairperson and the 
co-chair of the MEC Mobilization committee for over a year now. In that time, I have seen our 
workgroup have differing opinions and passions regarding our labor contract, the presidential 
election, and now dealing with this pandemic and vaccinations. 
 
It was good to see so many with different views and listen to different perspectives. But I also 
experienced many moments of angst and hostility as many were really passionate about their point of 
view. One of the core tenets of the Human Rights Committee and the AFA’s Mutual Respect Policy is 
to show respect to others, especially toward those we do not necessarily agree with. 
 
Respect means to care enough for someone else's feelings and value and honor the choices that 
they have made for themselves and their families. It is not to make an individual feel ostracized for 
the choices that they have made and to work in an environment of hostility and indifference. 
 
I have personally witnessed this within the last year and a half. Although unknown to many of us, 
there are valid reasons why people believe what they believe, feel how they feel, and are passionate 
about what they are passionate about. It is their right! We can have conversations but let us ensure 
that these conversations are deeply rooted in respect as we have defined. Our responsibility is to set 
the table where all are welcome to sit, a table setting that is appropriate, welcoming, and inviting. 
Where we laugh, enjoy one another’s company, have easy and sometimes difficult conversations, 
and in the end, we all come together to wash the dirty dishes, TOGETHER! 
 
I appreciate the diversity of our workgroup. It is our strength, not our weakness. We will not allow it to 
divide us, because it can, but strengthen us through times such as these. I appreciate you all more 
than you know. Lastly, please click this link to view our “Respect For All Video”. Take care of yourself 
and your families and as always, fly safe.  
 
In Solidarity,  
 
F. Avei, Jr.  
MEC Human Rights Committee 
 
 

https://265dce3b-4b18-4c79-bf6f-099784197d35.filesusr.com/ugd/6bd049_5343b387ef194972853a6e35fb6f3d9e.pdf
https://video.wixstatic.com/video/6bd049_8aaad694c66444a9a82076e9fbf55470/1080p/mp4/file.mp4

