The Divine Service
The Second Sunday After Christmas
January 3, 2021

AS WE GATHER

The end of a calendar year and the beginning of a new set of months brings a special
opportunity to look at our lives. What has been most memorable in our lives in the past
weeks and months? How might our priorities change in the next months? The Readings
in today's service are not often heard because the calendar does not always bring two
Sundays after Christmas. Wisdom is waiting to be found by each of us here in this place
today as we hear God’s Word and seek His kingdom in this New Year of grace, God'’s
wisdom (s here to bless us each time we gather for worship!

Call to Worship / Check In
Words of Welcome / Theme of the Day

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the () Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism,

Confession and Absolution

Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious and
heavenly Father.
People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We

have transgressed Your Law in many ways, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not always been wise
in our thinking and our speaking and our actions. Our motives
and thoughts have not always been pure. We deserve Your
punishment now and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive
our sin and restore us to a full and joyful relationship with You,
through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all that we do by
Your Holy Spirit that in the year now beginning we joyfully
follow Your will and gladly obey Your Commandments as

Your redeemed people.

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ¢1) Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is
faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace.

Peoble: Thanks be to God. Amen.




Processional Hymn “Lift Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 158347 verses 125
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.

To Christ the Sav-ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.

E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light
of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.



The Old Testament Isaiah 60:1-6

Reader:

Reader:

People:

Epistle
Reader:

Reader:

People:

'Arise, shme for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peop!es but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen
upon you. *And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising. “Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sops shall come from afar, and
your daughters shall be carried on the hip. *Then you shall see and be
radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the
sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 3:1-12

'For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— ? assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's
grace that was given to me for you, *how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. When you read this, you
can perceive my mSIght into the mystery of Christ, "which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
[}’)artakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the glft of God’s
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 5To me, though |
am the very least of all the saints, this gracg was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, “and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, %so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. "'This was accordmg to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, '%in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.,

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, “saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship

him.” *When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with

him; *and assembling all the chief pr;ests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet: *“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.”” "Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. ®And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that |
too may come and worship him.” *After listening to the king, they went on their way.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was. ""When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceed-
ingly with great joy. "'And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his moth-
er, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. "*And being warned in a dream not to re-
turn to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “As With Gladness Men of Old” 158 397 verses 1,25
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low-ly bed,
5 In the heav’n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing  on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav'nand earth a - dore;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,Thou its  sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to ourKing.




Sermon “Matthew 2:1-12 “What's Really Going On?" " Pastor Scott Gress

Apostles’ Creed

People: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and

the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

Gathering of Gifts

Offertory Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all baptized Christians who believe in the
Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness
of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward for
a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand as you are able.

Preface

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 5

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



Proper Preface
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Peace of the Lord

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us  peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.
Distribution Hymn “What Child is This” LSB 370
Post Communion Canticle
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ja, al - le-lu - ia




Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Announcements

Benediction

Recessional Verse

VERSE 1

This Ii'l light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine
This 'l light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine
This li'l light of mine
I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine

Let it shine

Let it shine

VERSE 2

Everywhere | go

I'm gonna let it shine
Everywhere | go

I'm gonna let it shine
Everywhere | go

['m gonna let it shine
Let it shine

Let it shine

Let it shine

VERSE 3

Jesus gave it to me
I'm gonna let it shine
Jesus gave it to me
I'm gonna let it shine
Jesus gave it to me
I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine

Let it shine

Let it shine

“This Little Light of Mine”

Lz'gs the ay

CCLi Song # 5304930 Stephen M. Lee @ Words: Public Domain Music: 1998 Professlonal Music Services, Inc.

For use enlels with the SnnnSelori® Torme nf tice All rinhic recervad wmanwr reli rnm CCH Eirenca # 704NT76




Dismissal

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326

Church Office (954) 384-9096 T office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and Youth at 9:45 AM—Via Zoom
Adult Bible Study in person or livestreamed at 10:00 AM




