
I  L O V E  C O L O R  I N  T H E  G A R D E N .  T H E R E ’ S  N O T H I N G

B E T T E R  T H A N  B I N G E  W A T C H I N G  T H E  D A N C E  O F

C O L O R S  T H R O U G H  T H E  S E A S O N S .    I N  M Y  G A R D E N ,

P U R P L E  A L L I U M S  T W O - S T E P P E D  W I T H  Y E L L O W

I R I S E S  I N  L A T E  S P R I N G ,  F O L L O W E D  B Y  T H E  T A N G O

O F  D E E P  P U R P L E  B A P T I S I A  A N D  H O T  P I N K  P E O N I E S .  

F O R  T H E  S U M M E R ,  W E  A R E  S E T T L I N G  I N T O  A  L O N G

S L O W  D A N C E  O F  A P R I C O T  R O S E S  A N D  D E E P  R E D

S M O K E  B U S H .   C H O O S I N G  C O L O R S  F O R  Y O U R

G A R D E N  M A Y  S E E M  D A U N T I N G ,  B U T  I  U R G E  Y O U  T O

T R U S T  Y O U R  I N T U I T I O N  A N D  H A V E  F U N !  I N

A D D I T I O N ,  I  O F F E R  S E V E R A L  S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R

H O W  T O  T U R N  Y O U R  G A R D E N  I N T O  A  V I B R A N T

O A S I S :   F I R S T ,  P I C K  A  F A V O R I T E  C O L O R .

A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  O N E  H A L F  T O  T W O  T H I R D S  O F

Y O U R  F L O W E R S  S H O U L D  B E  T H I S  C O L O R .

Dance in the Garden



S E C O N D ,  P I C K  O T H E R  C O L O R S  T O  E N H A N C E  Y O U R  M A I N  C O L O R .  T H E R E

A R E  T W O  C O M M O N  A P P R O A C H E S  T O  C H O O S I N G  T H E  “ O T H E R  C O L O R ”

T O  Y O U R  M A I N  C O L O R .  C H O O S I N G  C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  C O L O R S  - -  T H O S E

F O U N D  O N  T H E  O P P O S I T E  S I D E  O F  T H E  C O L O R  W H E E L  - -  W I L L  C R E A T E

A  C O L O R F U L ,  C A S U A L  L O O K  I N  Y O U R  G A R D E N .  B Y  C O N T R A S T ,  U S I N G

A N A L O G O U S  C O L O R S ,  O R  T H O S E  F O U N D  O N  T H E  S A M E  S I D E  O F  T H E

C O L O R  W H E E L ,  W I L L  Y I E L D  A  B O L D  S W A T H  O F  C O L O R  I N  Y O U R  B E D .

Complimentary Colors Analogous Colors



Fall complimentary colors: Coleus "Religious Radish" 
with Euphorbia "Little Shorty " 

 

Summer analogous colors: 
All lovely annuals 

 

Smoke Bush and Apricot
Ground Cover Roses

Orange Echinacea 
and Pink Yarrow 

Purple Baptisia, 
Pink Peony



F I N A L L Y ,  I N  O R D E R  T O  C H O R E O G R A P H  T H E  D A N C E  O F  C O L O R  I N  Y O U R

G A R D E N ,  C O N S I D E R  T H E  S E A S O N A L I T Y  O F  T H E  F L O W E R S  Y O U  S E L E C T .  T H E R E

A R E  M A N Y  G R E A T  R E S O U R C E S  T O  G U I D E  Y O U R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  W H E N

F L O W E R S  B L O O M ,  S O M E  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  F I N D  A T  T H E  L I B R A R Y !  T H E  L I B R A R Y

H A S  A  G R E A T  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  G A R D E N I N G  B O O K S ,  A N D  T H O S E  C O V E R I N G

P E R E N N I A L  P L A N T S  A R E  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  H E L P F U L .  I N  A D D I T I O N ,  W E B S I T E S  L I K E

B L U E S T O N E P E R E N N I A L S . C O M  H A V E  S E A R C H  E N G I N E S  T H A T  O R G A N I Z E  P L A N T S

B Y  C O L O R ,  B L O O M  T I M E ,  A N D  Z O N E .  A R M E D  W I T H  T H E  K N O W L E D G E  T H A T

G L E N  R I D G E  I S  I N  Z O N E  7 ,  Y O U  W I L L  B E  A B L E  T O  C A L C U L A T E  W H E N  Y O U R

F A V O R I T E  F L O W E R S  B L O O M !  A N D  F O R  A  S O C I A L L Y  D I S T A N T ,  O U T D O O R

D E S T I N A T I O N ,  V I S I T  Y O U R  L O C A L  N U R S E R Y  A T  E A C H  S E A S O N  T O  S E E  W H A T  I S

I N  B L O O M . T H E N  S I T  B A C K ,  A N D  E N J O Y  T H E  D A N C E .

Selfie at Versailles

Kelley Forsyth has worked as a garden designer and garden coach for many years.  Her
design build company Kelley Garden Design has constructed decks, patios, front stoops,
pools, Jacuzzis, outdoor kitchens, and outdoor television rooms, among other projects. 
Our goal is simply to entice people to spend more time outside. Please feel free to
contact me at kelleygardendesign@gmail.com.
 
 

These and other gardening books are available at the Glen Ridge Library


