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MESSAGE
PARSHAS DEVARIM
SHABBOS CHAZON
FRIDAY, JULY 16
Early Mincha
Earliest time to light
Late Mincha
Candle Lighting

6:40PM
7:02PM
8:10PM
8:11PM

SHABBOS, JULY 17
Sephardic Minyan
Shacharis
Latest Shema

9:00AM
9:00AM
10:04AM

Kiddush will be served
in the Social Hall.
NCSY Boys Chaburah with Joey
Hamaoui at 5:10pm in the
Mirkis Chapel.

Mincha

6:00PM

There will be no Seuda Shlishis
served this Shabbos.

Maariv & Havdallah

9:30PM

Minyan This Week:
SHACHARIS
Sunday-Fast of Tisha B’Av
Please see Tishah B’av Schedule
Monday - Friday
6:45AM
MINCHA
Monday-Thursday

8:10PM

DAF YOMI
Monday - Friday
5:45AM
Shabbos
8:15AM
No Daf Yomi on Tisha B’Av.

TORAH READING
Parshas Devarim
Haftarah Devarim

Page: 938
Page: 1195

As we approach the saddest day on
the Jewish calendar, we are once
again asked and called upon to
mourn over the destruction of the
Beis Hamikdash. This particular year,
the notion of mourning for a tragic
event that took place nearly two
thousand years ago seems more
distant than ever. Yes, of course, the
destruction of the holiest site in
Judaism was a terrible tragedy. Still,
one can reasonably ask, with
everything going on in the chaotic
times of 2021, don’t we have more
pressing things on our mind to be
concerned about than the
destruction of a Temple that occurred
nearly two thousand years ago?
There’s a raging pandemic of AntiSemitism that appears to be not only
increasing but gaining a prominent
foothold even in the previously
thought Goldene Medina (golden
country) of America. There doesn’t
appear to be an area of mainstream
American society that is immune
from this ancient form of hatred
directed against our people.
American Jews were rudely reminded
of this reality during the most recent
round of hostilities in Gaza. There
were several Jews that were
physically attacked in broad daylight
by individuals that simply used the
Gaza conflict as a pretext to shield
their Jew-hatred. American Jews are
starting to ask themselves really
uncomfortable questions, including if
the unthinkable can occur in the Land
of the Free. With this growing crisis in
the background, why is there such a
requirement to mourn over an
ancient tragedy?

Jewish Temple/ Beis Hamikdash. That
tragic event reflected a new world
order that we are still suffering from.
—The world at that time of the
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash
went into a state of Hester Panim or
G-d’s concealed face. The basic
understanding of this is that although
G-d’s presence is always in this world,
the manifestation of His presence is
far less profound and significant than
in earlier generations. The
destruction of the holiest site in
Judaism reflected the reality of a
spiritually bereft world.
Unfortunately, we have only slipped
further in our state of Hester Panim.
This somewhat explains an issue that
has vexed our community of faith for
centuries. We struggle to reconcile
how a just and benevolent G-d can
allow such pain and tragedy to occur
in this world. While this question can
never fully find a satisfactory answer,
understanding the concept of Hester
Panim gives us some context. This
spiritually bereft world with G-d’s
hidden face begins to explain (but
not entirely) how there can be such
pain and tragedy in the times that we
find ourselves. The partial removal of
His presence allow blessings to be
absent and curses to multiply. When
we sit on the floor and mourn on
Tisha B’av it would be worthwhile to
not only reflect on the awful
consequences of Hester Panim but
also to pray for the day when G-d’s
face is no longer hidden from us but
revealed to us in the fullest way
possible with our people reunified in
a rebuilt Beis Hamikdash in
Jerusalem!

It’s important to remember that the
mandate to mourn on Tisha B’av is
not simply for the destruction of the

Have a Peaceful Shabbos,
Rabbi Yaakov Fisch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JEFF BEYER
PEREL HILDESHAIM
TZIVIA HOROWITZ
SYLVIA JAFFA
ALLEN KENT
ALIZA ROSENBAUM
RENA SCHOCHET
VANESSA SOLOMON
ELYSE WHITMAN

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
MYRON & BENITA FLAGLER

REFUAH SHELEMAH
BERTICA HUBSCH
FERN ESTNER
SUSAN GOLDMAN
MURRAY HUSNEY
HOPE KULISH
MARTIN SCHWARTZ
FOMA MAKHTINA
LINDA ROSENTHAL
BONNIE HARDY
JANET HUSNEY
GAD LEE
ELIYAHU ROSENTHAL

YAHRZEIT
CRAIG BELLOS
EVELYN BROWN
TZIPA IZRAILEVICH
IDA MELAMED
ESTHER MICHELSON
RALPH MIZRAHI
REUBIN ROTH

