
PARSHAS KI SISA 
PARSHAS PARAH  

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 10 

 

Mincha                                       6:15PM 

Earliest time to light                  5:18PM 

Candle lighting                           6:13PM 

 
SHABBOS, MARCH 11 

 

Sephardic Minyan                     9:00AM 

Shacharis                                  9:00AM 

Latest Shema                            9:39AM 

Gateway to Prayer Class 

with Rabbi Uhr                        10:00AM 

Mincha                                       6:05PM 

Maariv                                        7:15PM 

 

Following services, Fleishig Kiddush  

will be served in the Social Hall. 

 

Seudah Shlishit will be  

served in the Social Hall.  

 
MINYAN THIS WEEK:  

 
SHACHARIS  
Sunday                                       8:30AM 
Monday-Friday                           6:45AM 
Second Minyan                          8:15AM 
 
MINCHA - MAARIV 
Sunday-Thursday                       7:15PM 

 

 
DAF YOMI   
Monday - Friday                         5:45AM 
Shabbos                                     8:15AM 
Sunday                                       7:30AM 
 

 
TORAH READING 

 
Parshas Ki Sisa                       Page: 484 
Haftorah  Parah                  Page: 1216 

M A R C H  1 1 - 1 7 ,  2 0 2 3 |  1 8 - 2 4  A D A R ,  5 7 8 3  

 

THE ETZ CHAIM BULLET IN 

 MESSAGE  
No donation is too big, and no do-
nation is too small. Every organiza-
tion that needs to fundraise to op-
erate has lived by this statement in 
one way or another. With some 
donors, the message needs to be 
that we appreciate every dona-
tion, no matter how small. With 
other donors, the message needs 
to be that we need more signifi-
cant gifts to sustain and fuel the 
organization's success.  
 
With that in mind, the beginning of 
our Parsha teaching us about the 
obligation to contribute to 
Machtzis Hashekel/ Half Shekel is 
quite bizarre. The Torah states that 
a wealthy person may not increase 
his contribution, and the poor may 
not ask for a scholarship. This de-
fies any conventional fundraising 
that seeks to maximize donations 
from the affluent and will give the 
folks with limited means a break. 
(There was an additional reason 
for contributing a half shekel as 
that would indicate the popula-
tion's size, which might explain the 
half shekel. Nonetheless, there 
might be another way to conduct a 
census without everyone contrib-
uting a half shekel!) 
 
It's instructive to note that the 
contributions of the silver half-
shekel coins were applied to the 
making of the sockets or  .אדנים
The sockets had two openings in 
which the planks or  קרשיםwere 
placed. These sockets were essen-
tially functioning as the foundation 
of the Mishkan as it was literally 
upholding the Mishkan. There is a 

profound lesson on community 
building that can be learned from 
the lesson of the Half Shekel con-
tributions. When it comes to any 
area of Jewish communal life, one 
should contribute according to 
their means. However, when lay-
ing down a foundation for the 
community, all must be equal par-
ticipants. If only the more affluent 
people contribute, then those with 
more limited means will not be as 
invested. Everyone needs to have 
"skin in the game". 
 
The Torah teaches that giving and 
sharing our financial resources 
with a worthy cause is an oppor-
tunity for the donor as he has the 
ability to have the mitzvah of help-
ing others. As the Talmud teaches, 
G-d could have easily provided for 
all the needy directly. He created 
this paradigm of donors and recipi-
ents for the donor to have the op-
portunity to give. This applies in all 
areas of Tzedaka but especially 
when creating a foundation for the 
community. Times may have 
changed but the lesson of the half-
shekel is more pertinent than ever. 
 
Have a Peaceful Shabbos, 
 
Rabbi Yaakov Fisch 





Thank you all for joining us to celebrate Purim together.   
Major Thank You to our entire staff for their hard work on  

making Purim this year very special and memorable. 
Special thanks to Barbara Feldman, Ed Feldman, Debra Fine, Rina Fisch, 
Cheyn Jaison, Aryeh Jaison, Bruce Phillips and Marilyn Wolfson for their  

volunteering efforts. Yasher Koach and Tizku L’mitzvos! 
Special thanks to Rabbis, Cohen, Fisch, Kahn and Rabinowitz  

for leining the Megillah on Purim. 



 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MICHAEL ABEL 
TONY ADELSON 

ALLISON JACOBS 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
DR. EDWARD & CAROLINE LEE 
CRAIG & SHERRY SOMMERS 

 

REFUAH SHELEMAH 
FERN ESTNER 

SUSAN GOLDMAN 
HOPE KULISH 

FOMA MAKHTINA  
BONNIE HARDY 

MYRON FLAGLER 
RIVKA OHAYON 

BOBBY HANDMAKER 
CHANA FISHMAN 
ELANA CLAYMAN 

DON KUPFER 
HILDE MEYER 

 

YAHRZEIT  

MORRIS BURNSTEIN 
WILLIAM FERRER 
VICTOR FISHMAN 
JEAN GOODMAN 

ROBERT PLATZER 

Thank you  

Volunteers! 
 
 

Thank you to Rachelli  

and Rina Fisch for  

helping enhance the  

Kiddush experience  

this Shabbos. 


