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6:30PM
6:59PM
8:08PM

SHABBOS, JUNE 8
SHABBOS MORNING
Daf Yomi Class
Sephardic Minyan
Shacharis
Latest Shema

8:15AM
9:00AM
9:00AM
9:55AM

Please join us for kiddush in the
social hall after services.
Pirkei Avos w/ Rabbi Fisch
Mincha
Maariv & Candle Lighting
(from existing flame)
All Night Learning starts

7:10PM
7:55PM
9:10PM
12:00AM

SHAVUOS
SUNDAY, JUNE 9
Sunrise Minyan for Shacharis
Second Minyan for Shacharis

5:45AM
9:00AM

Mincha
Maariv & Candle Lighting
(from existing flame)

7:55PM
9:10PM

SHAVUOS
MONDAY, JUNE 10
Shacharis

9:00AM

Mincha
7:55PM
Neilas Hachag following Mincha
Maariv & Havdallah
9:11PM

SERVICES THIS WEEK: SHACHARIS
Sunday
Monday—Friday
MINCHA
Sunday–Thursday

S I V A N ,

5 7 7 9

MESSAGE

FRIDAY, JUNE 7
Mincha
Earliest Time to Light
Candle Lighting

8 - 1 4 , 2 0 1 9 / 5 — 1 1
V O L U M E 2 I S S U E 3 5

“Sailors, Soldiers, and Airmen of the
Allied Expeditionary Force, You are
about to embark upon the Great
Crusade, toward which we have
striven these many months. The eyes
of the world are upon you. The hope
and prayers of liberty-loving people
everywhere march with you.”
These were the words that General
Dwight Eisenhower imprinted on the
hearts and minds of the courageous
Allied Soldiers before D- Day, on
June 6, 1944. This was arguably the
most critical date in the history of
the world as the Allied Forces led by
the United States stormed the
beaches of Normandy to rescue the
world from the tyranny of the Nazis.
It’s hard to imagine, but in the early
1940’s it seemed that the Nazis
might actually win the war. A victory
by the Nazis would have meant a
world in which have been Judenrein
or Free of Jews as the Nazis desired.
They made no bones about it. They
wanted to kill every Jew in the world
and not just in Europe. The only
things standing in the way of this evil
scheme were the Allied Forces who
stood up to the Nazis and defeated
them. The chances of the Allied
Forces surviving this harrowing
invasion were remote. Using new
studies, for the first time, we can
forensically analyze the chances of

survival. As 2,000 paratroopers faced
345,000 bullets, across an area of sky
covering 9 squares miles, the
chances of survival were 1 in 4.
There were about 10,000 men that
gave up their lives that day. They
knowingly went to near-certain
death to liberate a people they did
not know and whose language they
could not speak.
I reflected on this today, which is the
75th anniversary of D-day. From all
the persecuted people that were
liberated by the Allied Forces, it is
the Jewish People that owe a
significant debt of gratitude to these
heroes for giving up their lives so
that we could live to see another
day. As of today, in the Normandy
American Cemetery in France, 9,388
heroes are laid at rest. Interestingly,
149 are marked as Jewish graves.
Instead of crosses, these burial sites
bear marble Stars of David.
Regardless of which religious symbol
occupies this sacred space in
Normandy, we must remember the
enormous sacrifice that the heroes
of the greatest generation made. We
must never forget them. Yehi
Zichrom Baruch. May their memory
always be for a blessing!
Have a Great Shabbos,

8:15AM
6:45AM
TORAH READING
8:10PM

Parshas Bamidbar
Haftorah Bamidar

Page: 726
Page: 1180

Please go to rabbifisch.podbean.com to hear
his latest podcast

A D U LT E D U C ATI O N

E VE N TS

8:45am Java for the Soul with Rabbi Feigenbaum
1:00pm Morning Club with Rabbi Schochet
7:00pm Talmud Class with Rabbi Rabinowitz

8:35pm Oneg at the Kollel 3651 Crown Point Rd.

SYNOPSIS
In the Sinai Desert, G-d says to conduct a census of the twelve tribes of Israel. Moses counts 603,550 men of draftable age (20 to
60 years); the tribe of Levi, numbering 22,300 males age one month and older, is counted separately. The Levitesare to serve in
the Sanctuary, replacing the firstborn, whose number they approximated, who were disqualified when they participated in the
worshipping of the Golden Calf. The 273 firstborn who lacked a Levite to replace them had to pay a five-shekel “ransom”
to redeem themselves.
When the people broke camp, the three Levite clans dismantled and transported the Sanctuary, and reassembled it at the center
of the next encampment. They then erected their own tents around it: the Kohathites, who carried the Sanctuary’s vessels (the
Ark, menorah, etc.) in their specially designed coverings on their shoulders, camped to its south; the Gershonites, in charge of its
tapestries and roof coverings, to its west; and the families of Merari, who transported its wall panels and pillars, to its north.
Before the Sanctuary’s entranceway, to its east, were the tents of Moses, Aaron, and Aaron’s sons.
Beyond the Levite circle, the twelve tribes camped in four groups of three tribes each. To the east were Judah (pop.
74,600), Issachar (54,400) and Zebulun (57,400); to the south, Reuben (46,500), Simeon (59,300) and Gad (45,650); to the
west, Ephraim (40,500), Manasseh (32,200) and Benjamin (35,400); and to the north, Dan (62,700), Asher (41,500)
and Naphtali (53,400). This formation was kept also while traveling. Each tribe had its own nassi (prince or leader), and its
own flag with its tribal color and emblem.

SECURITY COMMITTEE UPDATE:
Etz Chaim Synagogue is pleased to announce the formation of a security committee. The goal of the
committee will be to enhance our security capabilities and seek to improve any vulnerabilities in terms of
security and to be proactive in this area. The committee consists of Moti Demri, Adrian Goldfarb, Chai
Gross, Rabbi Yaakov Fisch, Rabbi Avi Feigenbaum, David Pearl and Terri Velasquez. The committee will be
offering periodic updates in the bulletin. Here are some of the committee’s update:







There has been a rotation formed to stand outside the shul on Shabbos morning and assist the police officer in identifying
guests and strangers.
If you would like to volunteer to be on the rotation, please contact David Pearl.
Please do not come out from shul to socialize with the Police Officer and/or security volunteer. It is a distraction from their
important responsibility.
We are in contact with a private security firm who will come to shul on a Shabbos to train the congregation on important
protocols in the event of an emergency situation. Please stay tuned for which Shabbos.
The front door to the shul will be locked at the conclusion of Shabbos until Motzai Shabbos. There will be mechanical lock
with a combination installed in the chapel. Anyone entering and exiting the shul should use only use the door to the Mirkis
Chapel.
If anyone would like more information or have any questions related to security, please contact David Pearl or Terri
Velasquez.

Shabbos / Shavuos, June 8th-10th—NCSY Shavuos Programming
Join us the weekend of Shavuos for various programs with your favorite NCSY advisors including
Aviel Avidan and others. Programming will be for grades 6-12. More details to follow.

Shavuos Babysitting Service Schedule:
Shabbos June 8: 9:00AM until end of services
Sunday June 9: 10:00AM—11:30AM (during Women’s Learning class)
Monday June 10: 9:00AM until end of services

Daf Yomi
Weekdays
Shabbos
Sundays & legal holiday

6:00am
7:45am
7:45am

Please join us each morning before services in the
Mirkis Chapel. Hot coffee is served.
Limmud Yomi
Rabbi Fisch will teach a brief lesson on gratitude
following Minyan every morning.
Mishna Yomi
Rabbi Fisch will teach a brief Mishna between
Mincha & Maariv every evening. We are studying
Tractate Sanhedrin.

Mandarin & Downtown
Lunch & Learns
Dates: Wednesdays
June 19, July 24 and August 21
Location: Dr. Elliott Rosenbaum’s Office:
1804 San Marco Place, 32207
We look forward to seeing you there.
Thank you to our host and our sponsors.

Shavuos schedule

Last week’s Kosher Corner’s attempt to clarify the use of “Sabbath Mode” ovens and ranges failed to
make a vital distinction between gas and electric ranges and ovens.
Shabbat:
There is no difference between gas and electricity as far as Shabbat is concerned. Sabbath Mode
should be turned on this week before the onset of Shabbat, which will allow the permitted Yom Tov
uses. The same applies for both gas and electricity. All stovetop plates or burners intended for use on
Yom Tov must be turned on before the onset of Shabbat.
Yom Tov:
Gas Stovetop: Yom Tov Adjustments up or down that directly affect the food may be made on Yom
Tov.
Electric Stovetop: No adjustments permissible except if a light goes on and off indicating when
electricity flows to the plate. When electricity flows to the plate, one may raise the temperature, and
similarly, when the light is off, one may lower the heat to prevent the food from burning.

Tel Aviv U, Technion among 100
universities with most US patents in 2018
Tel Aviv University registered 37 patents in the United States last year, ranking 66th;
Technion is 75th, with 32 patents, according to academic and trade groups
Tel Aviv University has been ranked 66th, and first in Israel, for the number of patents it registered in the
United States during 2018, according to a ranking of 100 worldwide universities made by the National
Academy of Inventors and the Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO).
University of California was number 1 on the list of the Top 100 Worldwide Universities Granted US Utility
Patents in 2018, followed by Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Stanford University. Saudi Arabia’s
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals took fourth place in the ranking, the only non-US based
university in the top 10 academic institutions ranked.
Tel Aviv University, via its Ramot technology transfer arm, registered 37 patents in the US in 2018,
compared with 526 patents granted to the University of California. Tel Aviv University registered a total of
121 patents globally in 2018, the university said in a statement.
Haifa’s Technion – Israel Institute of Technology, via its Technion Research and Development Foundation
Ltd. arm, ranked 75th, with 32 patents registered in the US.
The National Academy of Inventors is a member organization comprising US and international universities,
government and nonprofit research institute and federal agencies. The organization was founded at the
University of South Florida, in Tampa, Florida, to recognize and encourage inventors with patents issued in
the US.
The IPO, set up in 1972, is a trade association for owners of patents, trademarks and copyrights.
The two organizations have been publishing the ranking since 2013.

Rina Fisch
Bonnie Melamed
Kevin Melamed
Sue Mikelberg-Caren
Naomi Mirensky
Judy Mizrahi
Morrie Osterer
Gary Perlman
Noa Rosenbaum
Shmuel Scharman
Avital Zaguri

William Coleman & Carole Groover

Moshe & Rivka Ohayon

Morris Bendit
Louise Levine
Susan Goldman
Jeff Aaronson
Sy Schwartz
Richard Browdy
Martin Schwartz
Murray Husney
Jay Lipper
Abe Goldenthal
Phyllis Sprecher
Bertica Hubsch

Yosef Gahanian
Ronald Gordon
Hinda Holzer
Chava Krel
Seymour Kulchinsky
Florence Lacoff
Gertrude Lebowitz
Morris Moshovitz
Rebecca Solomon
Chansa bas Yitchak Zvi

PARSHAS BAMIDBAR
Population numbers have always meant a great deal in human history. We do not find tribes or influential
societies that were composed only of a very small number of people. All the great tribes in the ancient and
modern world were built on large populations that would be able to fuel the economy of the Empire and provide
sufficient numbers of soldiers for its armies.
Naturally the exception to all of this has been the story of the Jewish people. The Torah itself warned Israel in
advance that they never would be numerous, relatively speaking. The Torah did not mean this as a curse or as a
completely negative fact. Rather, it was a simple declaration as to the price, so to speak, of persecution, poverty
and powerlessness. Yet the very same verse in the Torah guaranteed the survival of the Jewish people and the
eventual triumph over all would-be adversaries.
In light of this it seems surprising that in this fourth book of the Bible, a count of the Jewish people is taken a
number of times, and that count is detailed to the ultimate degree. If numbers do not matter when it comes to
Jewish society and the story of the Jewish people, then why did the Torah put such an emphasis upon numbers
and detail for us regarding the exact population of the Jewish people at the time of Moses?
I think that perhaps the answer to this lies in the statistics and numbers that the Torah details for us in this week's
Torah reading. The number of the Jewish people at the time of Moses constituted over 600,000 males between
the ages of 20 and 60. By adding into this some female population, those over 60 and those under 20, we arrive at
a population figure of perhaps 3 million people. If there were 3 million Jews that existed 3300 years ago, simply by
natural increase and according to trends of population, there should be hundreds of millions of Jews existing in
today's world. Yet the actual count of Jews in our world, at its most optimistic level, is about 15 million people.
This fact, when seen in the background of the account of the Jewish people when they were in the desert of Sinai,
and the fact that numerically speaking we have been at pretty much of a standstill over all of these long centuries,
is itself the confirmation of the words of the Torah that we will be a small people in terms of population.
Certainly, there are many rational, practical and correct reasons that are advanced for the lack of growth in Jewish
population – persecution, conversions, forced and otherwise, disease, poverty, and the continual erosion of the
Jewish population by assimilation and a low birthrate. But no matter what reasons we accept to account for this
historical anomaly, it is clear that Heaven, in its usual hidden way, somehow accounts for this as well.
Shabbat shalom,
Rabbi Berel Wein

Scot Ackerman, M.D. President 904.571.9000

Joey Hamaoui-NCSY Director
josephmhamaoui@gmail.com

Rabbi Yaakov Fisch- Senior Rabbi
262.3565 ext. 8 I 904.616.8955 cell
rabbifisch@etzchaim.org

Gitty Cohen– Youth Director
gitty.etzchaim@gmail.com

Rabbi Avi Feigenbaum -Education Director
262.3565 ext. 5 I 913.230.6448 cell
rabbifeigenbaum@etzchaim.org

Terri Velazquez- Office Manager
ecoffice@etzchaim.org
Jean Volk– Bookeeper
Jeanvolk.etzchaim@gmail.com
Amanda Quiroz—Bulletin Publisher
Bulletin.etzchaim@gmail.com

10167 San Jose Blvd Jacksonville, FL 32257 I Office 904.262.3565 I Fax: 904.292.0524 I www.etzchaim.org

