
 
 

Zoom Best Practices 
 

To make the service run more smoothly and to cut down on distortion and dissonance caused by 
the response of multiple voices, please leave your computer mic or phone on mute at all times with 
the exception of the Peace, the Intercessions, and the Lord’s Prayer. We will assign and / or ask 
for volunteers to represent the congregation as one voice for the remainder of the responsorial 
portions of the service.  However, while muted, please do say the words that are written for your 
response. Even in the muted state, this remains an interactive service. 
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Order of Service 
 

First Sunday in Lent 
Year B 

February 21st, 2021 
 

 
From the Great Litany 
 
Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred and malice; and 
from all evil intent, 
Savior deliver us. 
From sloth, worldliness and love of money; from hardness of heart and contempt for your word 
and your laws, 
Savior deliver us. 
From sins of body and mind; from deceits of the world, flesh and the devil, 
Savior deliver us. 
From famine and disaster; from violence, murder, and dying unprepared, 
Savior deliver us. 
In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; in the hour of our death and at the day of judgment, 
Savior deliver us. 
By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your birth, childhood and obedience; by your baptism, 
fasting and temptation, 
Savior deliver us. 
By your ministry in word and work; by your mighty acts of power; by the preaching of your reign, 
Savior deliver us. 
By your agony and trial; by your cross and passion; by your precious death and burial, 
Savior deliver us. 
By your mighty resurrection; by your glorious ascension; and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 
Savior deliver us. 
Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your word. 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy on us. 
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The Confession 
 

Officiant: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A brief moment of silence is kept 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Collect 

God of trackless desert, whose Son walked untamed in league with beasts and spirits, whose 
kingdom is not distant but breaking in among us: give us time and space to find a new identity to 
let go of control and walk the pilgrim way; through Jesus Christ, the good news of salvation. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading                               Genesis 9:8-17 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember 
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 
the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me 
and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                   1 Peter 3:18-22 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made 
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal 
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 150            Forty days and forty nights   Aus der Tiefe rufe ich 
Verses 1,2,5 

 
Third Reading            Mark 1:9-15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
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And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 
 

             The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily                                 
 
Affirmation of Faith  
We believe that Jesus took the form of a slave, 
so we commit ourselves to serve others. 
We believe that God is love, 
so we commit ourselves to reconciliation. 
We believe that Jesus gives us his Spirit, 
so we commit ourselves to his work in the world. 
We believe that God is the light of life, 
so we commit ourselves to bearing God’s light in our world. 
We believe that the Spirit speaks through us, 
so we commit ourselves to proclaim the good news of abundant life  
in the world God loves. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People  
  
Officiant: 
God’s holy bow is set in the clouds, establishing a covenant with us forever. In thanksgiving we offer 
our prayers, responding, “Christ, have mercy.” 
 
Intercessor: 
Quench the flames of spiritual strife: our desire for material goods, our greed and selfishness, our 
distrust of others, our pride and self-righteousness; that we may repent of our sins, and believe in the 
good news;  
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Inspire us to reach out to those who are suffering from abuse, neglect, and abandonment, and to provide 
a safe environment for the healing of their wounds; 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Give to our President Joseph and his advisors honesty and trustworthiness in all their dealings, so that 
they may come before their people with a good conscience and the integrity that flows from a sound 
spirit;  
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Nurture those who are preparing for rites of initiation: baptism, confirmation, reception, and 
reaffirmation, that they may know of the saving message of God and his wondrous love; 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Precede and follow us during these forty days of Lent, so that we may be prepared to enter into the 
solemnity of your passion, and rejoice in your victory over death; 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For those who are sick, and all who minister to them. 
 
Silence 
Please add the names of those for whom you wish prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Receive the dead into your merciful arms, that they may reside eternally with you in the company of 
the saints in heaven. 
 
Silence 
At this time please add the names of those you wish remembered this day. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Officiant: 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look 
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Welcome; Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Anthem            Yes                           Valencia Lacy 
 
A Prayer for the Time in Which We are Living 
Gracious and merciful God: We are weary, but we see possibility and have increased hope for a 
respite from our COVID fatigue.  Help us to hold steady in our hearts and minds so we may do 
what is required to meet each day with strength and wisdom.  Cause us to remain vigilant and 
patient, especially when we are tempted to relax protocols and resume life as we knew it prior to 
the pandemic.  Keep us grounded in your peace.  Help us to be your hands and heart in all 
situations, at all times.  Continue to surround those who fear with your calming presence. Embrace 
those who are ill with your healing power. Envelop those who are dying in your loving arms and 
lead them to eternal life. For you are our guide and our grounding, this day and always. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Bow down before the Lord. 
  

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people before you; and grant that those whom you have 
nourished by your Word may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 142   Lord, who throughout these forty days         St. Flavian 
Verses 1, 3, 5 

 
The Dismissal 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People:        Thanks be to God.  


