
 1 

Zoom Best Practices 
 

To make the service run more smoothly and to cut down on distortion and dissonance 
caused by the response of multiple voices, please leave your computer mic or phone on 
mute at all times with the exception of the Peace, the Intercessions, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. We will assign and / or ask for volunteers to represent the congregation as one 
voice for the remainder of the responsorial portions of the service.  However, while 
muted, please do say the words that are written for your response. Even in the muted 
state, this remains an interactive service. 
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Order of Service - Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Sunday, May 3rd, 2020 

 
Prelude    23rd Psalm       Bobby McFerrin 
 
Hymn391        Before the Lord’s eternal throne                   Winchester New 

 
 

Officiant:  Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People:     The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Collect 
Life abundant, God of grace, you call us by name to live without fear: in peace may we 
resist all who kill and despoil your people, that their hearts might be turned to the only 
source of life; through Jesus Christ, the gateway. Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                               Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading                                                                                       1 Peter 2:19-25 
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If 
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When 
he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you 
have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to 
the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
              The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Third Reading                                                                                            John 10:1-10 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
              The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Homily                                                                                 The Rev. Carol Gadsden 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
We believe that Jesus took the form of a slave, 
so we commit ourselves to serve others. 
We believe that God is love, 
so we commit ourselves to reconciliation. 
We believe that Jesus gives us his Spirit, 
so we commit ourselves to his work in the world. 
We believe that God is the light of life, 
so we commit ourselves to bearing God’s light in our world. 
We believe that the Spirit speaks through us, 
so we commit ourselves to proclaim the good news of abundant life  
in the world God loves. Amen.  
 
Prayers 
We offer our prayers to Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd and guardian of our souls, 
responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 
 
Intercessor: 
For the parishes and missions of our diocese, that we will devote ourselves to the 
teaching and fellowship of Christ, and the offering of prayers; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
That an outpouring of generosity will flow from the gratitude and thanksgiving that 
dwell in our hearts, moving the Church, the household of faith, to provide relief to those 
in any want or need; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
For the courage to share the faith we hold, and the willingness to listen humbly to those 
whose interpretation of the faith differs from our own; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
For all who exercise leadership, that their actions may reflect the ways of the Servant, 
whose obedience to God released the power to overcome every darkness, and whose 
sacrifice opened the gates to eternity; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
In thanksgiving for our merciful Jesus, who loves us beyond our shame and guilt, frees 
us from the tombs of our past, and invites us to receive his gift of overwhelming 
forgiveness; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
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Reveal the healing power of the Risen and Ascended Christ to all who are hungry, ill, 
lonely or downtrodden. We pray for all who have requested our prayers.  
 
At this time, please add the names of those for whom you wish prayers, either silently 
or aloud.  
 
Silence 
  
Let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
For all the faithful departed, who now behold the Lord Jesus in his risen glory.  
 
At this time please add the names of those we love and remember but see no more, either 
silently or aloud. 
 
Silence  
 
Let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask, help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Christ descended to death and hell, passed through doors locked by fear to breathe the 
Spirit of peace and make us one humanity; nothing can now separate us from the love 
of God. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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Welcome; Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Anthem   Sheep May Safely Graze       J. S. Bach  
Sheep may safely graze and pasture 
In a watchful Shepherd's sight. 
Those who rule with wisdom guiding 
Bring to hearts a peace abiding 
Bless a land with joy made bright. 
 
A Prayer For The Time In Which We Are Living 
Gracious and merciful God: It is a challenging time for us, your people. Some of us are 
afraid: afraid of becoming ill, afraid of losing our jobs, afraid we will not be able to feed 
our families or pay our bills. Others of us are angry at what we view as inconvenience 
to, and disruption of, our schedules. We are uncomfortable with uncertainty and 
impatient with what is happening around us. We pray for your continued presence and 
peace. Remind us that you are the one who loves us, steadies us, so that we may become 
secure in and with the insecurity of life. Surround those who fear with your calming 
presence. Embrace those who are ill with your healing power. Envelop those who are 
dying in your loving arms and lead them to eternal life. For you are our guide and our 
grounding, this day and always. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
Life is short and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us, so be swift to love, and make haste to be kind; and the wisdom of 
God, the love of God, and the grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and 
heart in this world, in the name of the one, holy, undivided Trinity. Amen. 
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Hymn 663    The Lord my God my shepherd is       Crimond 

 
 
Officiant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
                 Thanks be to God.   Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Postlude                   E Minor Fugue from Well Tempered Clavier      J.S. Bach 


