
 
 

Zoom Best Practices 
 

To make the service run more smoothly and to cut down on distortion and dissonance caused by 
the response of multiple voices, please leave your computer mic or phone on mute at all times with 
the exception of the Peace, the Intercessions, and the Lord’s Prayer. We will assign and / or ask 
for volunteers to represent the congregation as one voice for the remainder of the responsorial 
portions of the service.  However, while muted, please do say the words that are written for your 
response. Even in the muted state, this remains an interactive service. 
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Order of Service 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Year B 

March 14th, 2021 
 
 
 

Officiant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:  God's mercy endures forever. 
 
From the Great Litany 
 
Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Guide the leaders of the nations into the ways of peace and justice. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
Give your wisdom and strength to Joseph, the President of the United States, Andrew, the 
Governor of New York, and Thomas, the Mayor of Mamaroneck, that in all things they may do 
your will, for your glory and the common good. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
Give to the Congress of the United States, the members of the President’s Cabinet, those who serve 
in our state legislature, and all others in authority the grace to walk always in the ways of truth. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
Bless the justices of the Supreme Court and all those who administer the law, that they may act 
with integrity and do justice for all your people. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your glory and for the good of all. 
Hear us, O Christ. 
Bless and keep all your people, 
Hear us, O Christ. 
 
Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your word. 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy on us. 
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The Confession 
 

Officiant: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A brief moment of silence is kept 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you.   
Officiant:  Let us pray.  
 
Collect 

God, rich in mercy, whose light reveals the truth of things, the judgement we bring on ourselves: 
we thank you that you sent your Son to save and not condemn; in his self-giving love may life 
abundant reign; through Jesus Christ, who was lifted up for us. Amen. 
 
First Reading                             Numbers 21:4-9 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So 
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                Ephesians 2:1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those 
who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the 
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 620    Jerusalem, my happy home      Land of Rest  
Verses 1,3,5 
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Third Reading            John 3:14-21 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not 
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come 
to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

             The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon          The Rev. Tami Burks                           
 
Affirmation of Faith  
We believe in God the Creator, 
who breathed life into creation 
and filled this blue sphere with creatures great and small;  
who called humanity to be stewards of the earth 
and to care for it and its inhabitants with righteousness; 
who opposed Pharaoh’s economy of greed and violence 
and liberated God’s people from an oppressive political regime; 
who led God’s people through the wilderness 
and provided them with manna to sustain them on their journey; 
who gave us the prophets to steer us back to justice when we strayed 
and said: “woe unto you who legislate evil;” 
who continues to create even to this day 
and brings forth new possibilities when we think all is over. 
 
We believe in God the Redeemer, 
who was born into this world as a brown, Middle Eastern Jewish boy, 
and on the run from a cruel politician; 
who is no stranger to wilderness 
and walks with us as a friend when temptations abound; 
who fed the masses simply because they were hungry 
and provided free healthcare to the injured and infirm; 
who is the way, the truth, and the life, 
when other voices claim to be the same; 
who calls us to be neighborly to one another 
and to be relentless advocates for the oppressed and vulnerable; 
who was unjustly and violently executed by the empire 
and resurrected by God, defeating death once and for all. 
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We believe in God the Sustainer, 
who advocates for us in our times of need 
and binds us to one another to cultivate the Beloved Community; 
who helps us in our times of weakness 
and intercedes on our behalf with sighs too deep for words; 
who comes in tongues of flame to bind together God’s disciples 
and equips us for the work we are called to do; 
who brings us to the Table to eat the bread and drink the cup 
and renews us to defiantly proclaim Jesus’ resurrection in word and deed; 
who hovers over the waters of baptism 
and seals us into the eternal kingdom that supersedes any human administration; 
who knits us together with those who are different than us 
to heal this world by being neighborly to one another. 
 
The Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 
 
The Prayers of the People  
Today’s prayers of the people are taken from a litany marking the one year anniversary of the 
pandemic. They were written by Elizabeth and Matthew Myer Boulton and are used with 
permission. 
 
Intercessor: 
Loving God, thank you for walking with us through this valley of the shadow of death: through 
the suffering, the anxiety, the loneliness, the boredom, the longing for closeness and the longing 
for personal space, the confusion and fear, the impatience and hope, the good days and the bad.   
 
Thank you for all the ways, large and small, that this ordeal has strengthened us as a community: 
the acts of kindness, the new ways of doing things, the support we’ve offered and received. 
 
Forgive us for our suspicions of each other, the ways this ordeal has made us more divided, as a 
country and a world. Help us bridge our differences and come together — even as we are physically 
distant. 
 
Forgive us for the inequities this pandemic has exposed. Kindle in our hearts a new commitment 
to justice as we build and rebuild our community together. Keep us ever mindful of those most in 
need. 
 
Gentle God, we ask that you continue to keep watch with those who work, or watch, or weep this 
day. Walk with those whose bodies are holding memories of sickness, of trauma, of pain, of 
confusion, of chaos, of isolation. 
 
Give your angels charge over those who still cannot sleep because of anxiety or grief. 
 
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; all for your love's sake. 



 
7 

 

 
We pray especially for those of us who have lost loved ones, lost jobs, lost hope. 
 
We pray also for those who continue on the front lines of the pandemic, for all who are in harm’s 
way.  
 
Please add the names of those for whom you wish prayers and those you wish remembered on this 
day, either silently or aloud. 
 
God of life and hope, lift our spirits as we dare to look ahead, dare to hope and dream about the 
new world to come. Strengthen our efforts, deepen our wisdom, so we might hasten that day. 
 
And until that day, keep our eyes and hearts open to the signs of hope and life all around us.  
 
For new ways to connect with each other, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For teachers and nurses and doctors and agricultural workers and grocery clerks and small business 
owners and frontline workers of all kinds, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For the beautiful hope of being together again in person one day, lifting our voices in song, passing 
the peace, sharing cups of coffee, being able to hug one another again — for that day that is surely 
coming, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
For the ways in which our eyes have been opened by this ordeal, for the ways in which our hearts 
have been broken and put back together differently, softer and more attuned to the needs of the 
most vulnerable, we give you thanks and praise! 
 
Please add your joys, thanksgivings and praises, either silently or aloud. 
 
For all of these things and more, gentle God,  
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Officiant: 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look 
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Welcome; Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Anthem      In paradisum           Gabriel Fauré 
In paradisum deducant te angeli 
In tuo adventu 
Suscipiant te martyres 
Et perducant te 
In civitatem sanctam Jerusalem 
Chorus angelorum te suscipiat 
Et cum Lazaro quondam paupere 
Aeternam habeas requiem 
 

May the angels lead you into paradise 
May the martyrs receive you 
In your coming 
And may they guide you 
Into the holy city, Jerusalem 
May the chorus of angels receive you 
And with Lazarus once poor 
May you have eternal rest 
 

A Prayer for the Time in Which We are Living 
Gracious and merciful God: We are weary, but we see possibility and have increased hope for a 
respite from our COVID fatigue.  Help us to hold steady in our hearts and minds so we may do 
what is required to meet each day with strength and wisdom.  Cause us to remain vigilant and 
patient, especially when we are tempted to relax protocols and resume life as we knew it prior to 
the pandemic.  Keep us grounded in your peace.  Help us to be your hands and heart in all 
situations, at all times.  Continue to surround those who fear with your calming presence. Embrace 
those who are ill with your healing power. Envelop those who are dying in your loving arms and 
lead them to eternal life. For you are our guide and our grounding, this day and always. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Bow down before the Lord. 
  

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people before you; and grant that those whom you have 
nourished by your Word may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Hymn 339   Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness              Schmücke dich 
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The Dismissal 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People:        Thanks be to God.  


