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Little You 
Richard Van Camp 
Richard Van Camp, internationally renowned storyteller and 
bestselling author of the hugely successful Welcome Song for Baby: 
A Lullaby for Newborns, has partnered with award-winning 
illustrator Julie Flett to create a tender board book for babies and 
toddlers that celebrates the potential of every child. With its 
delightful contemporary illustrations, Little You is perfect to be 
shared, read or sung to all the little people in your life-and the new 
little ones on the way! 

 
 
 

May we have enough to share 
Richard Van Camp 
Award-winning author Richard Van Camp wrote this book to 
express his gratitude for all that surrounds him and his family. The 
strength of their connections, the nature that provides for them, 
the love that is endless. Complemented by photos from 
photographers who celebrate their own gratefulness on the 
collective blog Tea & Bannock, the simple verse in May We Have 
Enough to Share is the perfect way to start or end your little one's 
days in gratitude. 

 
 
 

Sometimes I feel like a fox 
Danielle Daniel 
In this introduction to the Anishinaabe tradition of totem 
animals, young children explain why they identify with different 
creatures such as a deer, beaver or moose. Delightful 
illustrations show the children wearing masks representing their 
chosen animal, while the few lines of text on each page work as 
a series of simple poems throughout the book. 
In a brief author's note, Danielle Daniel explains the importance 
of totem animals in Anishinaabe culture and how they can also 
act as animal guides for young children seeking to understand 
themselves and others. 

 
 

When we were alone 
David A Robertson 
When a young girl helps tend to her grandmother's garden, she 
begins to notice things that make her curious. Why does her 
grandmother have long, braided hair and beautifully coloured 
clothing? Why does she speak another language and spend so 
much time with her family? As she asks her grandmother about 
these things, she is told about life in a residential school a long 
time ago, where all of these things were taken away. When We 
Were Alone is a story about a difficult time in history, and, 
ultimately, one of empowerment and strength. 
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The sharing circle: stories about First Nations 
culture 
Theresa Meuse 
Matthew loves to play games with his friends and share his toys 
with them. But most of all he loves to share the special treasures 
that remind him of his First Nations culture. Perhaps his favourite 
treasure is the medicine pouch that his grandfather made 
especially for him. This is where he keeps many of his other 
treasures, including the sacred herbs his mother gave him. 
Matthew uses the herbs to remind him to be grateful for 
everything that nature gives us. Another special gift is the eagle feather from his father. Matthew 
knows that the eagle is a symbol of the spiritual strength of his culture. But there is one other gift that 
has a special place in Matthew's heart. It is the dream catcher that Matthew gave to his friend Dustin 
to help him not have bad dreams. The Sharing Circle is a collection of seven stories about First Nations 
culture and spiritual practices: The Eagle Feather, The Dream Catcher, The Sacred Herbs, The Talking 
Circle, The Medicine Wheel, The Drum, and The Medicine Pouch. 

 

Emma’s Gift 
Deborah L. Delaronde 
Emma’s Gift is a beautifully illustrated story that invites us into the 
Metis community of Duck Bay where we are given the opportunity 
to meet Emma, her grandma and extended family to celebrate the 
teachings of kindness and appreciation, kinship and friendship 
through annual preparation of Kings’ Day, the Epiphany. Emma’s Gift 
is timely in its teachings, but it also provides meaningful insight into 
the traditions and values of Metis culture. 

 
 

This is my land 
George Littlechild 
Through his own words and paintings, acclaimed Native artist George 
Littlechild takes us back in time to the first meeting between his Plains Cree 
ancestors and the first European settlers in North America. In This Land Is My 
Land, George intimately and honestly shares with readers how he discovered 
his Native heritage and what it means to him. He recounts the history of his 
people and expresses his wish to use his art to portray the wonders of his 
heritage, and to heal the pain of his people's history. 

 
 
 

The Mishomis Book 
Edward Benton-Banai 
Created for people of all cultures, but especially for Ojibway and 
Native youth, The Mishomis Book is detailed introduction to Ojibway 
culture and the sacred Midewiwin teachings. Parents will appreciate 
the message that life should be centered on respect for all living 
things, vibrant community and a respectful relationship with nature. 

https://kegedonce.com/deborah-l-delaronde.html
https://kegedonce.com/deborah-l-delaronde.html
https://www.amazon.ca/The-Mishomis-Book-Voice-Ojibway/dp/0816673829
https://www.amazon.ca/The-Mishomis-Book-Voice-Ojibway/dp/0816673829
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Nokum Is My Teacher 
David Bouchard, illustrated by Allen Sapp 
Written by award-winning Métis poet and author David 
Bouchard and illustrated by Cree elder and Governor General's 
Literary Award-winning painter Allen Sapp, Nokum Is My 
Teacher is the poetic story about a young Indigenous boy who 
asks his Nokum (grandmother) a series of questions about the 
world outside of their community. Nokum gives her grandson an 
appreciation for his tradition as well as an understanding of how 
to fit into life off of the reserve — while still respecting the ways 
of his people. This children's book was the recipient of the Ânskohk Aboriginal Children's Book of the 
Year and was a bronze medallist for the Moonbeam Children's Book Awards in 2007. 

 

The Moccasins 
Earl Einarson, illustrated by Julie Flett 
The Moccasins is about an Indigenous boy who is given a gift from 
his adoptive mother. This simple story is built on themes of 
acceptance, self-esteem and love to depict a positive foster care 
experience. 

 
 

 
Chief Goose 
Mike Bowden 
Kukwpi7 Kwsucw (Chief Goose) is the leader of the kwsucw 
(geese). As a leader he has become complacent and his people are 
starbng to suler, especially during the long winters. It is bme for 
Kukwpi7 Kwsucw to be a true leader and show his people that he 
can help, and more importantly, lead! Following ancient protocols, 
he first consults with his ancestors, or the great spirit, for guidance 
and wisdom. 
Educator Information: This is a contemporary story about 
Kukwpi7 kwsicw (Chief Goose) who is the leader of his people. The 
story is about his personal connecbon to the importance of 
learning from others. He learns that listening, and allowing his 
people to help lead the way, is the path to the well-being of the 
kwsicw (geese) people. Through trial and error Kukwpi7 kwsicw 
finally leads his people to a better place to live during the long winter months. This story connects to 
the BC First Peoples principles of learning and provides opportunity for those reading to reflect, 
explore, connect and learn on a personal interpretabve level. 

 
 

A Promise Is A Promise 
Michael Kusugak and Robert N. Munsch 
A Promise Is A Promise tells the story of Allashua, a young girl 
from the Northwest Territories, who must escape the Qallupilluit 
after going fishing on the sea ice against her parents' will. 

http://cbc.ca/1.4626627
http://cbc.ca/1.4626627
http://cbc.ca/1.4626627
http://cbc.ca/1.4626627
http://cbc.ca/1.4839333
http://cbc.ca/1.4839333
http://cbc.ca/1.4839333
http://cbc.ca/1.4839333
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Shi-shi-etko 
Nicola Campbell 
Shi-shi-etko is about to leave home for her first year of residential 
school. She spends her remaining days gathering memories of 
home and teachings from her family to take with her. This 
award-winning title depicts the loss felt by families when they are 
separated because of residential schools. 

 
 
 
 

Shin-chi's Canoe 
Nicola Campbell 
The award-winning sequel to Shi-shi-etko tells the story of two 
children attending residential school. Shi-shi-etko is entering her 
second year at school, but this year her younger brother Shin-chi is 
joining her. Shin-chi encounters many hardships at school, 
including hunger and loneliness. In the end, the two children 
rejoice as they are reunited with their families. 

 
 
 
 

Arctic Stories 
Michael Kusugak 
A trio of stories set in the 1950s, inspired by true childhood 
experiences of author Michael Kusugak. Each story follows 
10-year-old Agatha as she encounters flying blimps, ravens and 
Catholic school, where "The nuns did not make very good mothers 
and the priests, who were called fathers, did not make very good 
fathers.” 

 
 
 

Kookum's Red Shoes 
Peter Eyvindson 
An elderly Kookum (grandmother) remembers her experiences 
at residential school. She reminisces about what she lost and 
how goodness persisted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Secret of Your Name 
David Bouchard 
In this story, David Bouchard recounts the discovery of his Métis 
heritage. He had always believed he was of European descent, but 
recently discovered his true ancestry. Accompanied by a bilingual 
Michif translation, the book celebrates Métis language, art and music. 
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We Feel Good Out Here = Zhik gwaa'an, 
nakhwatthaiitat qwiinzii (The Land is Our 
Storybook) 
Julie-Ann André and Mindy Willett 
Julie-Ann André provides a firsthand account of her family's 
history and the story of her land which is an important part of 
who she is. "The land has a story to tell, if you know how to listen. 
When I travel, the land tells me where my ancestors have been. It 
tells me where the animals have come and gone, and it tells me 
what the weather may be like tomorrow." 

 

Jak’s Story 
Aaron Bell 
Thirteen-year-old Jak Loren faces the same hardships as any 
typical teenage boy. When Jak tries to get away from a bully, he 
encounters Grandfather Rock near his home in Brantford, Ontario. 
Grandfather Rock teaches him about the history of his people, and 
he learns the importance of all living things. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teeias Series 
Jennie Eaglespeaker 

Teeias Goes To A Powwow - a young Blackfoot boy exploring the world 
around him. Powwows are a big part of his culture. Join him as enjoys 

the celebration. 
 

Teeias Learns About Medicines - follow Teeias as he learns traditions 
that are historical to his Blackfoot culture. Many Indigenous families 

have lost their traditional knowledge or even their traditional resources 
- learning about gardening and tapping into resources available may 

revitalize this connection as well as help with biodiversity. 
 

 
Come, Walk With Me 
Nyanza Julian 
This book is a journey through my Mi’kmaq culture. Learn with me 
about the Seven Sacred Teachings. from members of my tribe who 
have positively influenced my life. These sacred teachings are a part of 
our everyday lives as Mi’kmaq people - and can be seen almost 
anywhere, all you have to do is look around with a different 
perspective. I hope you can learn something from our Mi’kmaq 
culture within the confines of these pages and walk on a short journey 
with me.  
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Being (Mé)Tis 
Jessie Moreau 
A tale about identity, community, and blood memory, Being (Mé)tis, 
is a young woman's story of growing up without knowledge of her 
heritage. Although she feels like she is alone in her struggle, the 
young woman slowly realizes that community is more than just the 
people who live around you. 
 
 
 
 

 

A Girl Called Echo : Red River Resistance 
Katherena Vermette 
Echo Desjardins is adjusting to her new home, finding friends, and 
learning about Métis history. She just can’t stop slipping back and 
forth in time. 
 
One ordinary afternoon in class, Echo finds herself transported to the 
banks of the Red River in the summer of 1869. All is not well in the 
territory as Canadian surveyors have arrived to change the face of 
territory, and Métis families, who have lived there for generations, are 
losing access to their land. As the Resistance takes hold, Echo fears for 
her friends and the future of her people in the Red River Valley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gift Is in the Making 
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson 
The Gift Is in the Making retells previously published Anishinaabeg 
stories, bringing to life Anishinaabeg values and teachings to a new 
generation. 
 
Readers are immersed in a world where all genders are respected, 
the tiniest being has influence in the world, and unconditional love 
binds families and communities to each other and to their homeland. 
Sprinkled with gentle humour and the Anishinaabe language, this 
collection of stories speaks to children and adults alike, and reminds 
us of the timelessness of stories that touch the heart. 
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