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HILBERT – In its April meeting 
– held at the community center with
physical distancing in effect – the
Hilbert Village Board moved for-
ward with plans to do environmental 
cleanup on the Bel Brands warehouse 
at Cedar and Eighth Streets,

The long-term plan is for the vil-
lage to own the property, just across 
the street from Civic Park, and put it 
on the market for new development.

The village board handled five 
items directly related to the property.

The first was good news from 
Mary Kohrell, the Calumet County 
Community Economic Development 
Director. She said that the county is 
giving Hilbert $214,630 in unused 
county Community Development 
Block Grant (CBDG) funds.

Then, the village board approved 
four documents:
• A resolution to follow the Wis-

consin Residential Anti-Displace-
ment and Relocation Assistance
Plan, to make sure a CBDG proj-
ect doesn’t leave anyone affected
by the project homeless.

• A resolution banning the use
of excessive force in handling
not-violent civil rights demon-
strations.

• A resolution promising to com-
mit $85,370 in village funds, to be 
married to the county’s $214,630
CDBG grant for the village to ac-
quire the Bel Brands property, de-
molish the building, and restore
the site to make it ready for new
development.

• A resolution authorizing the vil-
lage president to apply for the
CDBG funds.
All of these actions were approved 

on 7-0 votes.
Emergency work

The village board also declared a 
public emergency created by a san-
itary sewer failure on South Third 
Street. The board approved the emer-
gency resolution 7-0.

The problem is the deterioration 
of an older sanitary sewer under 
Third Street, south of Main Street, 
impeding the flow of the sewer.

The resolution put the serious-
ness of the problem in clear focus.

“If the repair/replacement is not 
completed in a timely manner ... this 

impeded flow can cause sewer back-
ups to the properties served ... and 
can cause severe damage and create 
a health and hazard condition to the 
residents,” the resolution said.

The emergency declaration allows 
the village to hire a contractor imme-
diately to fix the problem, without 
going through the normal competi-
tive bidding process. 

The cost will be just under $46,800 
and will come for sewer utility re-
serve funds. The project will include 
repaving the street where asphalt has 
to be removed to get to the sewer line.

In a less-urgent project, the vil-
lage board awarded the contract for 
the 2020 draining and street im-
provements project to MCC of Ap-
pleton, with a base bid of $128,984. It 
was the low bid on the project. Other 
bids came in as high as $170,180.

Public Works Director Charlie 
Fochs said he expected bids to come 
in lower this spring, but they actually 
rose somewhat.

The low bid for this project was 
$31,000 over budget, but the village 
decided to go forward with the proj-
ect. It may use savings from another 
street project and windfall savings 

from low motor fuel prices.
Sunset on Sunrise

When the village voted to sell the 
financially-troubled Sunrise I and II 
subsidized housing projects, it gave 
notice to the federal government 
– which was the village’s partner in
the 20-unit projects on South Third
Street.

One of the federal agencies in-
volved, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, countered with an offer to 
provide incentives to keep the village 
involved for the next 20 years.

“If you accept a specific incentive 
package, you will be required to ex-
ecute a ‘Restrictive Use Agreement’ 
that will obligate you and any suc-
cessors in title to restricting the use 
of your housing to very low, low and 
moderate income tenants for a peri-
od of 20 years...”

The village board said “no deal” 
with a 7-0 vote to decline the offer.

The letter from the USDA gave a 
very vague list of five possible incen-
tives for the village to sign on for an-
other 20 years. The housing complex 
has a history of financial shortfalls, 
with the village having to forgive 
payments in lieu of taxes because the 

rent didn’t generate enough money 
to keep the project functional.

Other matters
The village board voted to pur-

chase a new snowplow for its 2008 
payloader. The cost is $36,076. The 
vendor, Monroe Truck Equipment of 
De Pere, said it might be next Febru-
ary before the plow would be ready.

The village received eight appli-
cants for the position of Director of 
Public Works, to succeed Charlie 
Fochs, who is retiring this summer. 
The applications will be reviewed and 
the top three or four candidates will 
be interviewed by the village board.

The board also voted to give local 
restaurant gift certificates to the six 
poll workers who handled the April 
7 general election. Several other poll 
workers backed out from working 
the election for fear of contracting 
the COVID-19 virus. 

The board renewed its agreement 
with the East Shore Human Associa-
tion for another year. Under the deal, 
the village gives all of its dog license 
revenues to the ESHA, which in re-
turn takes all strays from the village.
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