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BRILLION – The third annual 
Brillion’s Best & Brightest Awards, 
presented by the Brillion Chamber of 
Commerce, looked and felt a little dif-
ferent this year. 

Stone Prairie was the new host 
venue of the site, while previous host 
Cobblestone Creek catered the event. 
There were masks worn and less guests 
and citizens because of COVID-19 
concerns. Still, the event carried the 
same positivity as the previous two 
years celebrating the Brillion commu-
nity.

“The chamber board wanted to 
make sure the event happened. The 
biggest thing we were concerned 
about was air circulation. How time-
ly was it that Brillion’s newest venue, 
Stone Prairie, is open to the outdoors 
and well ventilated? On top of that, 
it is heated,” Chamber of Commerce 

Community celebrated at Brillion’s Best & Brightest 
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Clarence Harms was this year’s recipient of the Michael S. Ariens Community Leadership Award. He’s pictured with (left to 
right): Brillion Chamber of Commerce President Amy Myers, 2019 award winner Beth Wenzel and his daughter Lauri Tred-
innick at last Thursday night’s Brillion Best & Brightest Awards night.  (David Nordby/BN)
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President Amy Myers said. 
Myers says that after the success 

of the previous two years, there were 
more nominations to choose from 
for each award.

“The word is getting out and we 
did receive more nominations this 
year. What is really touching is our 
previous winners have started nom-
inating their peers. I can only see this 
growing more and more every year,” 
Myers said. 

The event was again hosted by Pe-
ter Kittel. 

Michael S. Ariens 
Community Leadership 
Award: Clarence Harms 

Beth Wenzel, the 2019 recipient 
of the Michael S. Ariens Community 
Leadership Award, introduced this 
year’s recipient Clarence Harms. 

Harms’ family members, when 
prompted by Wenzel, described him 
as a saint, dedicated, soft-spoken and 
“imagine-aring”

Harms was born in Nebraska and 
went to college there, before moving 
his family to Brillion in 1976, work-
ing for Ariens Company and leaving 
a long-lasting impact on those who 
have been around him.

Harms has donated thousands of 
hours to missionary work around the 
world and has repaired hundreds of 
sewing machines. In Brillion, he’s do-
nated his time to plenty of causes and 
innovations, including making the 
Brillion Optimist Club Pizza Make 
more efficient and saving hours. 

True to his humble form, Harms 
said he still did not quite understand 
why he was receiving the community 
leadership award.

“But I’m very grateful,” he said. 
Harms said he knew Michael Ari-

ens well and spoke positively of him.
“It is very much an honor to re-

ceive this award,” Harms said. “I 
came to Brillion almost 45 years ago 
and we talked with Mike Ariens, and 
Mimi, and Francis and Georgia Ari-
ens, and they convinced me to come 
to work.” 

He incorporated himself into 
the community. Harms’ and his 
wife’s children went to Brillion High 
School, and Harms became a fixture.

“Everyone was very nice. I just 
can’t say anything bad about any-
one,” Harms said. 

You won’t find anyone saying 
anything bad about Harms, either. 

Harms was joined by his daugh-
ter Lauri and her husband, Steve. 
Harms’ son, also named Steve, was 

not able to attend. 
Business of the Year: 

Hardware Plus
Mike and Joy Buboltz accepted 

the Business of the Year Award for 
their work at Hardware Plus. They 
were presented by Jason Pielhop. 

“It’s truly an honor to be recog-
nized with this,” Mike said. “It’s a 
very humbling experience.” 

Mike and Joy took over the hard-
ware store around five years ago and 
have formed close relationships with 
many people, including Jason and 
Sarah Pielhop, the new owners of 
Pielhop Wieting Funeral Homes.

“He uses my business a little bit 
more than I use his,” Mike joked. 

Mike and Joy are both from the 
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BUSINESS OF THE YEAR:  Amy Myers,  Brillion Chamber of Commerce President is with Joy 
and Mike Buboltz (center and right) of Hardware Plus. 

PUBLIC SERVANT OF THE YEAR: Brillion Police Captain T.J. Bastian (center) presented by 
Brillion Police Chief Kirk Schend (right). 

PAROCHIAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR: Laurie Wagner, Holy Family 
School. 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR: Jon Kees (right) presented by John School  
(center). 

BRILLION ELEMENTARY TEACHER OF THE YEAR: Will Westphal (second from right) 
presented by Brillion Superintendent Dominick Madison (second from left) and Brillion Elementary 
School Principal Carrie Deiter (far right). 

BRILLION HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR: Stacey Kunde (second from right) presented by Bril-
lion Superintendent Dominick Madison (second from left) and Brillion High School School Principal Peter Kittel (far 
right). 

Clarence Harms
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Brillion-Reedsville area. Mike spoke 
of working for area hardware stores 
with the Behnke family that created 
dreams growing up. 

“You just apparently get that taste 
of hardware in your blood and it just 
doesn’t want to leave,” Mike said. 

Mike jumped on Hardware Plus 
when it was being sold, then went 
home and told Joy.

“She was really, not impressed,” 
Mike said to laughter. “I said, ‘I’ve 
wanted to do this my whole life.’” 

Over the past five years, it’s 
turned out to be successful and the 
Buboltzs have become engrained in 
the community. 

“I couldn’t do it without you. 
You’re just awesome,” Mike said to 
Joy. 

Mike spoke about local business 
owners loving what they do and 
working hard to make it successful. 

“We do it because we love it, it’s 
in our blood and there’s nothing 
more rewarding than having a cus-
tomer leave happier than when they 
arrived,” Mike said. 
Young Professional of the 

Year: Jon Kees 
Jon Kees earned the Young Pro-

fessional of the Year award for his 
work at Kees Masonry Solutions.

“I don’t know if anyone here’s 
ever been around masons, but if 
you’re a laborer and a tender, it’s one 
of the toughest jobs you’ll ever have,” 
John School, Kees’ presenter said. 

School and Kees have been close 
for years, and School saw Kees pur-
sue his transition to masonry. 

“He’d always say to me, ‘I’m 
thinking about going out on my own. 
I’m thinking about starting my own 

business,’” School recalled. “I always 
tried to convince Jon that he had 
what it took to make that big step.” 

Kees joked that School’s speech 
covered it pretty well and he wasn’t 
going to talk about himself much. 

“Regarding nominating me for 
this award, it says a lot about the Bril-
lion Chamber calling me young and 
professional,” Kees joked. 

“It is a scary thing to quit your 
regular job. Luckily my wife had 
one,” Kees said. 

Kees thanked God, the commu-
nity, and emphasized his wife, Ash-
leigh. 

“Without her I’d still be sitting 
at Gieses talking about quitting my 
job,” Kees said.  

Public Servant of the 
Year: T.J. Bastian 

Brillion Police Captain T.J. Bas-
tian earned Public Servant of the 
Year and was presented by Police 
Chief Kirk Schend. 

“He is the greatest guy I’ve ever 
worked with,” Schend said. 

The two have worked together 
since Bastian joined the department 
in 1998. He grew up in Brillion, grad-
uated from Brillion High School, 
spent two years in the Navy and 
spent a few years in the Chicago area.

“I didn’t like it. People weren’t the 
same. You can’t say hi to people … 
If you ask someone if they need help, 
they’d look at you like you’re trying 
to rob them,” Bastian said. 

He moved back to Wisconsin and 
earned a police degree. He worked 
part-time in Brillion as an officer and 
as a painting contractor. In 2001, his 
wife, Kris, had given birth to twins 
– Grace and Tristian. Until 2008, he
focused on his painting contractor
work. He became a full-time officer
in 2011.

Until this year when he became 
captain, he worked second and third 

shift for the Brillion department.
“I’ve been honored and humbled 

to be awarded this award,” Bastian 
said. “My sister-in-law nominated 
me, and I appreciate that … I bang 
my head against the wall trying to 
figure out why I’ve been nominated 
for it.” 

Bastian said on second and third 
shift he worked with homeless peo-
ple.

“I guess as law enforcement I 
hope you take away from this that 
there are people that need help, and 
I know a lot of you do help. I look 
around the room,” Bastian said, list-
ing off faces in the room. “This is a 
great community and I enjoy it here.” 

“I put my uniform on every day 
with two goals in mind. One is that 
I serve the badge with honor and I 
return home to my family,” Bastian 
said. 

Bastian thanked his dad who 
worked at the Brillion Iron Works for 
almost four decades, his grandfather 
and in closing, his wife and kids. 

Special Recognition: 
Endries International
Endries International received 

the Special Recognition Award for 50 
years of business. 

A touching video put together 
by Dan Hagenow Video Creation 
played to the audience. 

Unfortunately precautions with 
COVID-19 stopped the Endries fam-
ily from being able to accept their 
award in person. 

Myers, who works for Endries, 
accepted the award on their behalf. 

Brillion Elementary 
School Teacher of the 
Year: Will Westphal 
Will Westphal, a Brillion Elemen-

tary School physical education teach-
er, earned the Elementary Teacher of 
the Year Award.

Principal Carrie Deiter shared 
stories of Westphal going above 
and beyond, including purchasing 
lumber supplies this summer to try 
to figure out how to make a socially 
distanced physical education course 
work as the school district works 
with COVID-19.  

Westphal kept his speech short 
and humble. 

“Our school is just, everyone 
works together, and everyone does 
things for the good of each other and 
the good of our kids,” Westphal said. 
“It could be any of the people I work 
with up here and they’re just as de-
serving as I am. I’m really apprecia-
tive of the people I get to work with.” 

Westphal said his grandmother, a 
teacher at Trinity, had in her diary an 
entry about being a teacher and mak-
ing children feel included.

“I love what I do, and I love our 
kids. You should all be very proud 
of this town … Thank you for this,” 
Westphal said. 
Parochial Teacher of the 

Year: Laurie Wagner 
Laurie Wagner, a teacher at Holy 

Family for 37 years, received the Pa-
rochial Teacher of the Year Award. 
Principal Scott Smith nominated her. 
Father Tom Pomeroy introduced 
her.

Wagner issued a list of thank you 
messages to the Holy Family staff, her 
fellow teachers, those who taught her 
and said she was humbled to receive 
the award, her husband, and the 
chamber. 

“Now I feel just as much involved 
with the people from Brillion, so that 
meant a lot to me. Of course, some of 
my students are second generation. I 
could even almost get third,” Wagner 
said. 

Wagner said teachers typically 
refer to themselves going to “school” 
rather than to “work.”

“I’m continually learning new 
ways of teaching,” Wagner said. 

The joy of teaching started young 
with her siblings.

“I was the one who played school 
at home,” Wagner said. 

A few years ago, she received an 
unsigned Christmas card from a 
former student who thanked her for 
work.

“That letter meant the world to 
me,” Wagner said. 

Wagner finished by wishing 
blessings for those in attendance in 
song-form, the same way she incor-
porates songs into her classroom. 
High School Teacher of 
the Year: Stacey Kunde

Stacey Kunde earned the High 
School Teacher of the Year Award 
and was presented by Principal Peter 
Kittel. 

Kittel shared a story how Gordie 
Gasch introduced Kunde, the agri-
culture teacher and Brillion FFA Ad-
visor, to Kittel before she graduated 
college. 

Kunde has already been in Bril-
lion for more than six years and 
thanked those who have been a part 
of her life during that time. She de-
livered a gracious speech thanking 
those who have worked with her and 
help her. 

“It truly is a difference on me and 
my program,” Kunde said. 

The agriculture department at the 
high school receives plenty of sup-
port from the community.

“You’ve given so much to our 
schools who help our students suc-
ceed,” Kunde said.

That includes connecting stu-
dents to internships and teaching 
them skills. 

Her FFA students, she said, are 
why she is an advisor of the group. 

“I’m very, very humbled by this 
award,” Kunde said. 
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