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BY MARK SHERRY
Merlin Lemke’s part-time side job 

lasted quite a while—46 years, to 
be exact—but at 93 years old he is 
thinking it is time to retire.

Merlin was honored on a recent 
Wednesday afternoon with a plaque 
presented to him by Bill and Dar-
lene Hostettler, the new managers 
of Chilton Monument Works, 104 W. 
Main St.

The business is still owned by 
Tony Knuppel of Appleton, but it was 
Tony’s father who owned the busi-
ness when Merlin was hired all those 
years ago to manage it.

Merlin said he used to work as a 
truck driver hauling concrete out 
of New Holstein. The company was 
unionized at the time and a labor 
dispute saw them walk out and stay 
out for 2-1/2 years before things 
were settled. With four children at 
home, Merlin took a job at an alumi-
num plant but also saw an ad in the 
newspaper for a part-time job some 
evenings and weekends at Chilton 
Monument.

Merlin said there was a lot of com-
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petition in the memorial stone busi-
ness back then, especially from busi-
nesses in Manitowoc. He said he had 
to start from scratch to encourage 
customers to buy their memorial 
stones from Chilton Monument. “I 
kind of built this on my own,” he said. 
“I sold a lot, a lot of monuments.”

As he walked among some of the 
intricate, modern memorial stones 
for one of the last times last Wednes-
day, Merlin laughed about the times 
certain stones would sit in the show-
room for many years—until the day 
a person would come in and say, 
“That’s just what I wanted.”

He added that it meant a lot to 
him that the last monument he sold 
was for someone right next door to 
Chilton Monument at Ethel’s Pub. 
But because part of this job involves 
walking around cemeteries to plan 
where monuments will go and how 
big they can be, Merlin said it was 
time to turn over the manager’s job 
to someone else.

The Hostettlers officially became 
the managers on March 1. Bill said 
he has long had an interest in monu-
ments, and that he and Darlene will 
work as a team in managing the busi-
ness for Knuppel.

Options in graveside monuments 
have changed tremendously over the 
years, especially in recent years. New 
colors of stone are available, with 

Merlin Lemke (left) and Tony Knuppel hold a plaque presented to Merlin on the occa-
sion of his retirement as manager of Chilton Monument Works after 46 years.

Darlene and Bill Hostettler are the new managers of Chilton Monument Works.
MARK SHERRY PHOTOS

BUSINESS

black granite having grown in popu-
larity. Stone can be cut in shapes such 
as a heart, and any memorial can be 
personalized with everything from 
photos to colorful scenic artwork. 
That art is etched into the stone by an 
artist and then sealed with an ultra-
violet-resistant sealant to allow it to 
last for many years. Benches either 
attached to monuments or separate 

also are becoming more popular at 
gravesides. Bill said all the stone 
work and art work is done at Appleton 
Marble & Granite.

Monuments and other memo-
rial items available from Chilton 
Monument Works can be viewed by 
appointment. Call 920-841-8620 or 
920-849-2834.


