
FALL 2020 

  

Red Clay Dance Company Moving to 
Woodlawn Station  
The commercial transformation of the intersection at 63rd & 
Cottage Grove continues to accelerate with the addition of The 
Red Clay Dance Company, a South Side institution that focuses 
on community engagement and African-themed dance. 
 
The company recently signed a four-year lease to move from its 
current home in Fuller Park to a 3,700-square-foot space in 
Woodlawn Station, POAH’s residential and commercial 
development next to the CTA’s Cottage Grove Green Line 
station. They will join Daley’s Restaurant, a locally owned UPS 
franchise and Blue Lotus Yoga on the first floor. When its new 
location opens by year’s end, there will only be one 
commercial space left to occupy in Woodlawn Station. 
 
Red Clay, an “Afro-contemporary” professional touring dance company, mixes classical technique with 
dances from the African diaspora. It also includes a dance academy offering classes for young people and 
has staged numerous public performances during its existence. With current activities suspended due to the 
pandemic, the move to Woodlawn Station will enable Red Clay to livestream classes and performances and 
provide office space for its administrative staff.    
 
“The new space at Woodlawn Station will allow dance lovers from around the world to take our classes and 
experience our performances,” said Vershawn Sanders-Ward, Red Clay’s founder and a former Woodlawn 
resident. “We couldn’t be more excited about the opportunity. And the best part is, all of this is coming from 
Woodlawn.”   
 
In recent years, Red Clay has produced performances focusing on Black female choreographers; a 
collaboration with the Keiga Dance Company of Uganda; and a tribute to the Amazon warrior women of the 
former African kingdom of Kahomey, to name just a few. 
 
To cover the costs of building out its new space, the group has launched a $250,000 fund-raising campaign 
and is looking for volunteers to assist with the move. To donate, please visit the Red Clay Dance Company 
here. To volunteer, sign-up here.  
 
“We’re thrilled Red Clay will be making Woodlawn Station its new home,” said Bill Eager, Senior Vice President, 
POAH Midwest. “They’ll be a great addition to the arts and culture scene in the neighborhood and provide 
people of all ages with access to many wonderful new opportunities.”  
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