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MICHIGAN ANIMAL HEALTH FOUNDATION
RESEARCH GRANT INSTRUCTIONS AND APPLICATION AND ASSESSMENT

Overview
The Michigan Animal Health Foundation (MAHF) Research Grants Program provides monetary support for research projects that help animals to have longer, better, and healthier lives. The MAHF offers grants of up to $10,000 for research proposals designed to improve health and welfare of animals. The funding period for Research Grants is one year. 

RESEARCH GRANT INSTRUCTIONS
Grant Cycle
Grant applications are accepted on an annual basis and are due by June 1st each year. Proposals are reviewed and evaluated by the MAHF Board of Trustees. Successful applicants are notified and presented with the grant monies in two installments; 50% of approved grant monies are dispersed following grant approval, and the remaining 50% are dispersed once a satisfactory progress report is received on the project. Upon completion of the project, the project leader will submit a final report suitable for distribution by MVMA in their publications and/or website. Manuscripts resulting from the research will also be forwarded to MVMA as they are published.

Proposals
Proposals for MAHF Research Grants must conform to format specifications and provide all information and descriptions as indicated in the application form, below. Note that proposed research should benefit the animals and people of Michigan.

Budget
Grants awarded are up to $10,000. Budget items must be essential to the proposed study. MAHF will pay the costs of supplies, services, and personnel essential to the proposal, such as student labor, but will not pay or replace the salary of the project leader. Purchase of equipment costing more than $500 will not be approved unless equipment is necessary for completion of the proposed research. Budget must be itemized with all expenses justified. The MAHF does not pay overhead costs. 

If the MAHF grant provides only a part of the total cost of a research proposal, the project leader must explain the other sources of funding and what specific aspect of the research project will be supported by MAHF funds. The MAHF requires recognition for its contribution in publications and presentations even if it provides only a portion of the total budget.

Qualifications of Recipient
Applicants for Research Grants do not need specific formal training, titles, or types of employment, but must indicate how they are qualified to conduct the project as described. 

Humane Care of Animals
MAHF requires the humane care of any animals used in the project. All research projects that include animals must be approved by an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee or equivalent. Any inappropriate care or inhumane treatment will result in immediate withdrawal of grant money.

Submission of Proposals
Submit the grant application to the Michigan Animal Health Foundation at mahf@michvma.org or mail to 2144 Commons Parkway, Okemos, MI 48864. Please call (517) 347-4710 or email mahf@michvma.org  with questions.
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RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION

	a) PROJECT INFORMATION

	Title of Research Grant:


	Research Leader Name:

	Research Leader Title or Position:

	Address:

	City:
	State:
	ZIP Code:

	Phone:
	Email:

	Amount Requested:

	Proposed Project Period Dates:       
	Begin:
	End:

	Name Check Should be Made Out To:
	Mailing Address:



PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Project Description must include the following sections.

b) Significance of the research
c) Research hypothesis and objectives
d) Research proposal description
e) Relevance of the proposal to the animals and people of Michigan 
f) Qualifications and experience of research personnel
g) Detailed budget that includes any additional funding available or anticipated for this proposal
h) Plans to disseminate research findings to scientific community and target lay audiences
i) If a similar proposal was previously funded, justification must be provided for additional funding and attempts to obtain other support must be described. The final report for the previously funded proposal must be submitted before any future application will be considered for funding.

FORMAT SPECIFICATIONS
•	Maximum of 5 single-spaced pages
•	12-point font
•	Page margins must be at least ½ inch

Please note that any application not conforming to the Project Description or Format Specifications will not be reviewed for funding.

PROJECT APPROVALS   
	Institutional or equivalent animal care and use approval for projects involving animals must be provided to MAHF before approved projects are funded.

	We, the undersigned, agree to the conditions outlined in the description of the Michigan Animal Health Foundation Research Grant.

	
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	Project leader
	
	
	

	Supervisor or other signing official 
	
	
	

	Supervisor or signing official address:
	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Supervisor or signing official email: 
	Phone:






TITLE, ABSTRACT, AND PERSONNEL

	Title
	[bookmark: Text96]     



- 1 -
	Abstract: State long-term objective, specific aims, health relatedness, or clinical significance, and concise methodology. (Note: Abstract must not exceed 25 lines of space of text.)

	[bookmark: Text125]     



























	Personnel: (list ALL personnel involved in project)

	Name
	Role on Project*
	Current Position**
	Department/Division

	[bookmark: Text20]     
	[bookmark: Text21]     
	[bookmark: Text126]     
	[bookmark: Text22]     

	[bookmark: Text23]     
	[bookmark: Text24]     
	[bookmark: Text127]     
	[bookmark: Text25]     

	[bookmark: Text26]     
	[bookmark: Text27]     
	[bookmark: Text128]     
	[bookmark: Text28]     

	[bookmark: Text29]     
	[bookmark: Text30]     
	[bookmark: Text129]     
	[bookmark: Text31]     

	[bookmark: Text32]     
	[bookmark: Text33]     
	[bookmark: Text130]     
	[bookmark: Text34]     

	[bookmark: Text35]     
	[bookmark: Text36]     
	[bookmark: Text131]     
	[bookmark: Text37]     



*For example, principal investigator (PI), co-investigator (co-I), consultant, technician
**For example, job title, professor, associate professor, resident, intern, graduate student, technician

 DETAILED BUDGET*
[bookmark: Text62][bookmark: Text63]From       through      

	Personnel (Please note that salaries only for non-employee/faculty technical support will be funded and you MUST justify your request for salary support in the budget justification section below. List below the % effort and hr/wk for all personnel involved in the project, even if no dollars are requested for those individuals.)

	Name
	Position
	%
	Hr/Week
	Salary
	Fringes
	Total $

	[bookmark: Text64]     
	[bookmark: Text65]     
	[bookmark: Text66]     
	[bookmark: Text67]     
	[bookmark: Text68]     
	[bookmark: Text69]     
	[bookmark: Text70]     

	[bookmark: Text71]     
	[bookmark: Text72]     
	[bookmark: Text73]     
	[bookmark: Text74]     
	[bookmark: Text75]     
	[bookmark: Text76]     
	[bookmark: Text77]     

	[bookmark: Text78]     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	[bookmark: Text79]     
	[bookmark: Text80]     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	[bookmark: Text89]Consultant Costs
	     

	[bookmark: Text86]Equipment (itemize)     
	[bookmark: Text90]     

	[bookmark: Text91][bookmark: Text87]Supplies (itemize by category; please note that costs must reflect research discounts, if available)     
	     

	[bookmark: Text92]Total amount requested
	$     



Budget Justification (NOTE: You MUST include information about the role of ALL personnel on the project, regardless of whether you are asking for salary support for them):
[bookmark: Text88]     

- 1 -
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH (COMPLETE THIS SECTION OR ATTACH A SIMILAR BIOSKETCH)

Beginning with the principal investigator, provide the following information for the principal investigator and all co-investigators. Biosketches for other collaborators (consultants, residents, interns, technicians, or students) are not needed. 

	Name
	Title
	Birthdate (mo/day/yr)

	[bookmark: Text98]     
	[bookmark: Text99]     
	[bookmark: Text100]     



Education (begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education and include postdoctoral training)
	Institution and location
	Degree
	Year Conferred
	Field of Study

	[bookmark: Text101]     
	[bookmark: Text102]     
	[bookmark: Text103]     
	[bookmark: Text104]     

	[bookmark: Text105]     
	[bookmark: Text106]     
	[bookmark: Text107]     
	[bookmark: Text108]     

	[bookmark: Text109]     
	[bookmark: Text110]     
	[bookmark: Text111]     
	[bookmark: Text112]     



Research and professional experience: Concluding with present position, list in chronological order previous employment, experience, and honors.  List in chronological order the titles and complete references to all publications during the past three years and to representative earlier publications pertinent to this application.  Identify with an asterisk the publications that appeared in a peer-review journal.  Do not exceed two pages.


















OTHER SUPPORT

To ensure no scientific, budgetary, or commitment overlap, for each of the investigators please list all grant applications pending, currently funded, or submitted (whether funded or not) within the last five (5) years, including 1) dates of funding period, 2) source, 3) amount requested, and 4) status (list amount funded, or indicate "not funded"). Highlight any anticipated overlap with MAHF and other expected sources of funding.



RESEARCH PLAN

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY APPLICATION NOT CONFORMING TO THE FOLLOWING FORMAT SPECIFICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED TO THE APPLICANT: Maximum of 5 single-spaced pages; use 12-point print only; all margins must be at least 1/2".  

This section MUST include: a) significance of the research, b) hypothesis and objectives, c) research proposal description, d) relevance of the proposal to the animals and people of Michigan, e) qualifications and experience of research personnel, and f) plans to disseminate research findings to scientific community and target lay audiences




REFERENCES

(Journal references should include authors, title of article, journal name, volume, year, and page numbers; book references should include authors, title of book, publisher, city, and page numbers.)
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RESEARCH GRANT ASSESSMENT FORM

Applicant name:

Research proposal title: 

Table 1. Rubric to assess MAHF Research Grant Applications 
	
	Exemplary
	Meets all expectations
	Meets most expectations
	Does not meet expectations
	Score awarded

	The proposal addresses a significant need to improve animal health and welfare and background is well described. 
	22-30 points
	15-21 points
	8-14 points
	<8 points
	/30

	Proposal hypothesis and objectives are clearly described and align with MAHF mission.
	12-15 points
	8-11 points
	4-7 points
	<4 points
	/15

	The proposal is sufficiently detailed to assess and reasonable to accomplish as described. 
	12-15 points
	8-11 points
	4-7 points
	<4 points
	/15

	Proposal is directly beneficial to the animals and people of Michigan. 
	12-15 points
	8-11 points
	4-7 points
	<4 points
	/15

	Investigators are qualified to carry out the project.
	8-10 points
	5-7 points
	2-4 points
	<2 points
	/10

	Plans to disseminate research findings to scientific community and target lay audience are appropriate and reasonable to accomplish.
	8-10 points
	5-7 points
	2-4 points
	<2 points
	/10

	The budget is sufficiently detailed to assess, sufficient to accomplish the objectives, and free of unnecessary costs. 
	5 points
	4 points
	3 points
	<3 points
	/5

	Total
	
	
	
	
	/100



Humane Care of Animals—in making funding decisions for research projects, the MAHF requires humane care of animals being used in the investigations.
a. Are animals being used in the proposed research investigation? If the answer is No, skip
to Table 2.

b. Has the proposed research been approved by an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee or equivalent?

NOTE: IUCAC animal use or equivalent letter is required before funds are released



Table 2. Rubric to assess stewardship of prior MAHF Research Grants awarded 
	
	Yes
	No
	Not applicable
	Criterion Score

	If a similar project was previously funded, additional funding is necessary and well justified.
	0 points
	Minus 1-10 points
	0 points
	/

	If prior funding was received, the project was conducted as proposed, or the need for modifications justified in a clear and timely manner.
	0 points
	Minus 1-10 points
	0 points
	/

	If prior funding was received, an informative report was submitted in a timely manner.  
	0 points
	Minus 1-10 points
	0 points
	/

	Total points removed
	
	
	
	/


(Note: MAHF staff to provide reviewers the history of and reports from prior MAHF funding over the past 5 years.)
TOTAL SCORE (Table 1 + Table 2) _____


RECOMMENDATION

_____ I support funding this proposal.

_____ I support funding this proposal contingent on the following changes:
·  
· 

_____I do not support funding this project.


DECLARATION

I declare that the above is an objective evaluation of the proposal to the best of my ability and I have no conflict of interest in evaluating this proposal.


_____________________                         ________________________           _____________________
Reviewer’s Name				Reviewer’s Signature			Date




Form date 17 April 2023
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