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A Tradition of Roses: 

The History of Our Parade 

Roses have provided an enduring theme 
for San Jose throughout its history. The 
first Carnival of Roses was held in 1896, 

went on for four days and featured 
23-year-old Lillian Rea as the first Rose 
Queen. These celebrations predated the 
creation of the Municipal Rose Garden 

(1931). In honor of President 
McKinley’s visit in 1901, the City of San 
Jose planned a rose-themed parade along 

The Alameda and every float was 
covered with roses. 

The Rose Carnival became Fiesta de Las 
Rosas in 1926. During the years of the 
Fiesta de Las Rosas, schoolyards and 

street corners alike were decorated with 
roses, flags and banners. A committee 

planted thousands of rose bushes, giving 
meaning to the parade theme “Santa 
Clara Valley, the Rose Garden of the 

World.” At its peak, the parade boasted 
87 floats, 10 bands, 200 mounted 

riders and a variety of decorated cars. A 
quarter million spectators were 

attracted to this “Grand Floral Parade,” which started at the Mission Santa Clara, marched 
down The Alameda and ended in San Jose. The last Fiesta de Las Rosas took place in 1969. 
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Parade Route:  
The parade begins at 10:00 a.m. at the Lincoln 
High School parking lot on Dana Avenue. The 
parade heads north on Dana Avenue, then turns 
right onto Naglee Avenue. The parade follows 
Naglee Avenue until it takes another right turn 
onto The Alameda, before finishing on near the 
intersection of Pershing Avenue and The Alameda. 
The total distance traveled is 1.6 miles. 
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Parking: 
Public lots are available for 
parking at the corner of Race 
Street and The Alameda as 
well as Cleaves Avenue and 
The Alameda. There is street 
parking available along most 
of the streets near the route 
(but not on the route itself). 
The Rosicrucian Museum 
located at Naglee and Park 
avenues also has a lot on 
Naglee Avenue that will be 
available for public parking. 
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2018 Grand Marshal 
Tim Ritchie, President & 
CEO of The Tech Museum 
of Innovation,  
named Grand Marshal of 
the 2018 Rose, White and 
Blue 4th of July Parade 
celebrating  
"Technology in the Valley" 
 
 

The 11th annual Rose, White and Blue Parade, which has grown from a small 
street walk to become the largest Fourth of July parade in San Jose, is proud to 
announce that Tim Ritchie, President and CEO of The Tech Museum of 
Innovation, will be honored as the 2018 Grand Marshal.  
  
Each year, the Grand Marshal is carefully chosen to reflect the designated parade 
theme. This year's theme is “Technology in the Valley,” recognizing and honoring 
San Jose's important role in technological innovation that transformed the Valley of 
Heart’s Delight into internationally renowned Silicon Valley. Ritchie's commitment 
to fostering both community and technological innovation makes him the perfect 
honoree for the 2018 RW&B Parade. During the past seven years of Ritchie's 
leadership, The Tech has transformed its exhibits and programs to become more 
relevant to schools, families and the community, invigorating its mission of 
"inspiring the innovator in everyone." 
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Join us and  

 

 

have fun! 
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