
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

We’re on the homestretch of balancing the City’s 2018-19 Budget. Per our city charter, the city council 

must approve a structurally balanced budget every year. I’m honored to work with our award-winning 

budget office (July 2017 winner of the Government Finance Officers Association, Distinguished Budget 

Presentation Award, the Certificate of Recognition for Budget Preparation, and the California Society of 

Municipal Finance Officers, Operating Budget Excellence Award Fiscal Year 2017-2018) to fund the 

highest priorities of our community and city needs.  

The overall net funding for all City funds is $3.5 billion. The 2018-19 Proposed Budget will fund 6,392 

staff positions – a net increase of 142 positions. There is a projected $4.3 million shortfall, but the 

proposed budget includes recommended actions to address the shortfall and provide the needed 

balanced budget. To read the entire Proposed 2018-19 budget, including the important five-year 

General Fund Forecast table on page 4 of the document, go here: 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/77481 

An important reminder in this year’s budget message is that the overwhelming majority of the total 

budget is dedicated to the ongoing expenses of serving and protecting the community and not in 

allocations to new actions.  

Every year, the Mayor invites the City Council to submit budget document proposals for one-time 

funding priorities from an Essential Services Reserve. This year, I submitted budget proposals for Block 

Party Permit fees to be covered for all permit applicants in 2018-19 fiscal year. With approximately 150 

permits issued last year, I want to continue to encourage residents to meet their neighbors and build 

community spirit as well as start Map Your Neighborhood groups. 

I also submitted a proposal for 2 LUCAS Chest Compression Systems for two fire vehicles. These systems 

are applied to a victim in cardiac arrest and do the work of CPR using a mechanical device, which frees 

up the first responder to focus on other life-saving tasks.  

The final budget document I submitted requested funding for an Accessible Pedestrian Signal near the 

Santa Clara Valley Blind Center. The installation will include three solar-powered pedestrian-activated 

Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons, audible push buttons, and two concrete bulb-outs.  
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I’m happy to report, all my budget documents have been approved for funding by the Mayor’s office.  

I invite you to attend, or watch online, the final public hearing for the 2018-19 Budget on June 11th 

beginning at 6 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  The final review and approval of the budget will take 

place at the June 12th City Council meeting beginning at 1:30 p.m.   

We’re here to serve you. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact my office at 

408-535-4906 or district6@sanjoseca.gov.  

 

Sincerely,  
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