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Hello there. I am Rev. Phil Misner. I currently serve the Northwest Intermountain Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as Assistant to the Bishop. The Northwest Intermountain Synod 
spans eastern Washington. It covers the whole state of Idaho. We have one congregation in Oregon, 
good morning, St. Paul-Ontario, and two in Wyoming in the communities of Jackson and Thayne. It is my 
pleasure to be with you this day. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our 
Rock and our Redeemer.” Amen. 
 
So how are you all doing?  
 
Psalm 90:12 says: “So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.”  
 
Well, I don’t know about the wise heart thing, but I have been counting these days we have been living 
in this covid time. I make a little note on the top of the page in my journal. By my count, Sunday, August 
16 will be day 153 since the state of Idaho declared this pandemic an emergency and put in measures to 
attempt to control the spread. 
 
That’s 153 days of physically distancing. 153 days of not gathering for worship…or gathering very 
differently. 153 days since kids and teachers were in a classroom together. 153 days of shopping online, 
of Zoom meetings, of adapting to this new reality and then being asked to change again. 153 days. 
 
So how are you doing? 
 
In these 153 days I’ve learned to look for the silver linings. Here are a couple I have noticed: it has been 
amazing to see the different ways congregations and ministries and leaders across our synod have 
pivoted during these 153 days to go about ministry in a completely different way. No small silver lining. 
I’ve been impressed with the openness and vulnerability with which many people across our synod are 
engaging in the work of anti-racism. No small silver lining. 
 
I’ve also found myself moved by the creative and innovative ways musicians have continued to do there 
thing even when concerts and playing and singing together are way too risky. There have been many 
free live concerts through Facebook and other social media. Virtual choirs have made AMAZING 
arrangements of music. In my home congregation, Calvary Lutheran of Post Falls, Pastor Matt played a 
video of Amazing Grace sung in 50 different languages all pieced together and arranged beautifully. It 
literally brought tears to my eyes. A silver lining. 
 
There is something about music that is amazing…and I am grateful for the ways musicians have 
continued to create and make beauty even during these 153 days. Luther said, “Next to the Word of 
God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.”1 It has a way of breaking into our hard 
hearts and cracking them open making room for God’s grace to enter in. And during this covid time, I am 
so grateful for music. 
 

 
1 http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther.html#qLWXRJQDJvQ8uGFW.99 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther.html#qLWXRJQDJvQ8uGFW.99
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That’s what this rendition of Amazing Grace did for me. Seeing adults and children from all over the 
world singing this one song – together, but apart by distance and language and culture, but together 
through the music and God’s grace none the less. Seeing those adults and children sing cracked open my 
heart. 
 
That’s what music can do. It can bridge the gaps and spaces and walls between us – whether they be 
cultural, ethnic, or otherwise. Luther was right, it is a great treasure. 
 
Children, too, are a great treasure in the world – to borrow Luther’s words. And like music, they have a 
way of breaking into our hard hearts and cracking them open making room for love and affection where 
there once was hatefulness and hardness. Children, too, can bridge the gaps and spaces and walls 
between us. 
 
For those of you who are parents out there, you know that we would do just about anything in the 
world for our children. We want them to be safe, to grow up strong and healthy, to learn to love life and 
love others, we want them to have every advantage they can in life.  
 
And so we can understand the Canaanite mother’s plea to Jesus on behalf of her “little daughter.” What 
mother wouldn’t come and bow at the feet of a person who is known to be a great healer? What 
mother wouldn’t beg for her little daughter’s demon to be cast out? 
 
We certainly understand this woman’s action for her heart, too, has been cracked by the illness of her 
daughter, and she would do anything in the world for her. 
 
What we don’t get in this passage, and what makes this passage so difficult (and what is tempting for 
me to avoid in this sermon) is Jesus’ apparent crassness. We like the picture of an always gracious, 
always compassionate, always polite Jesus, which is why when Jesus indirectly, yet very clearly, calls this 
woman (and presumably her daughter) a dog we squirm a little bit. 
 
A lot of people have spent a lot of time trying to explain or understand Jesus’ crabbiness.  

• Some say Jesus wasn’t really mean or crabby, but just testing the woman – which is the least 
helpful explanation in my understanding.  

• Others explain it by saying Jesus didn’t call her a “dog,” but rather a “little puppy”…in other 
words it was a term of endearment. 

• Some say that this is an expression of Jesus’ humanity (we believe, after all, that he was fully 
human and fully divine).  

• Some think he was frustrated because he hoped to escape notice in Tyre. 

• Others say he still had things to learn – mainly that his mission and ministry even then was to 
extend beyond the people of Israel to the gentiles.  

 
To be honest, I don’t know what Jesus’ deal was. Maybe he was having a bad day…maybe not. Who 
knows? 
 
However, I do think trying to speculate about Jesus’ crass remark might be interesting, but in the end is 
not very helpful. 
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What seems clear in this text is that Jesus’ heart…God’s heart is able to be cracked open as well. It is the 
desperation of a mother; it is the need of a child that breaks Jesus’ heart and makes room for love and 
affection and God’s grace to enter in.  
 
Whatever gaps or spaces or walls between this Canaanite woman and her daughter and Jesus (and there 
were many – ethnic, religious, gender, etc.); all the distance between Jesus and this woman were 
opened and compassion had space. 
 
This mother’s persistence – her bowing and begging and pleading; this mother’s humility – her saying, “I 
may be a dog, but even dogs eat the crumbs”; her little daughter’s need … shows that God is like we are 
- or that we are like God. I mean that God, too, will do everything God can on behalf of God’s children.  
 
Such is God’s love for us. 
 
You see, in the waters at the font and with the word of God you, too, have been made a child of God. 
And as a child, we are given much. Paul talks about being co-heirs with Christ. Everything Christ has, as 
children of God, we also share. 
 
But also, as a child of God, we are given the ability only children seem to have – the ability to crack open 
the parent’s heart, to touch God so deeply that even when God seems crabby he can’t help but respond 
because God loves us as a parent should love their child. 
 
Amen. 
 


