Dear Coastal Commissioners and Coastal Staff,

We represent a broad coalition of community members that support your right to enforce progressive restrictions on both private actors and public policy makers to protect equitable public access to the coast for all people. We understand that you were originally formed for this purpose, as it is always within the interests of those seeking profit to privatize, gentrify, or otherwise restrict public access to our coastal areas. In the words of former Coastal Commission executive Director Peter Douglas, “The coast is never saved, it’s always being saved”.

We understand that your job is a difficult one–one that puts you at constant odds with some of the most powerful people in our society. When you are asserting your authority to maintain public access and equity in our coastal areas over the cries of wealthy coastal homeowners, leaders of industry, and even public officials, the enormous economic and political power of those actors can turn against your institution. When this happens, we understand how much danger you place yourselves in when you engage in enforcement actions, even when you are fully within your legal right to do so.

On April 11th 2023, you are going to go into closed session negotiations with the City of Santa Cruz on the issue of repainting parking spaces on David Way, and Delaware Ave, Natural Bridges Dr, Shaffer Rd, and Mission St. Ext to exclude large vehicles from parking there. We see this arbitrary vehicle length restriction as a thinly veiled effort to prevent low-income and unhoused individuals from parking in our coastal areas, as well as a backdoor way of implementing a street-by-street RV-ban, akin to the Oversized Vehicle Ordinance, but without the need to negotiate the terms of that implementation with Coastal Commissioners. This is particularly concerning given that the city has a 60+ person waitlist for their Tier 3 safe parking program, and has made no attempt to expand access to that alternative parking option as they have begun moving forward with this policy of mass-displacement.

As you enter into these negotiations, we want you to know that you have our full support in threatening maximum civil penalties against the city of Santa Cruz if they move forward with their restriping action (which we hope you define as $15,000/day/parking space). Anything less than a threat of maximum civil penalties could be perceived as setting a precedent for public policy makers across the state that Coastal Commission authority can be broken.


We believe that your right to enforce your progressive mission of public access and equity for all, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, and housing status, is critical in our modern society wherein the basic civil rights and liberties of our people are constantly being called into question.

We stand with you. 



