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August 26, 2024

To:	California State Assembly

Re:	Assembly Bill 1864 (Connolly) Pesticides: Agricultural use Near Schoolsites: Notification and Reporting
	California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association…OPPOSE Unless Amended

The California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association continues to oppose Assembly Bill 1864 (Connolly) due to ongoing disagreements with the author’s office over the provisions for including private schools. Despite extensive discussions and various proposed amendments, including those developed in consultation with the Department of Pesticide Regulation, we have yet to reach a mutually acceptable resolution.

Section 13189.4(a) requires county agricultural commissioners and the Department of Pesticide Regulation to integrate private school directory information into the CalSchoolNotify and CalAgPermits databases. However, after multiple discussions with the Department of Education (CDE), it has become evident that meeting this new regulation within the given timeline is not feasible. Additionally, we lack the necessary resources to accomplish this task without new funding, which is not included in the proposed bill.

The CDE has indicated that point-source data will be available in the Fall of 2024. To effectively integrate this data into our database, each point-source must be individually mapped with a polygon to represent a ¼ mile buffer zone. Additionally, the boundaries for these new school sites are unconventional, making it unclear where the boundaries should be drawn. For instance, in the case of a private school located on a church campus, it is uncertain whether the boundary should start at the school room or at the edge of the church property. We anticipate similar questions and complexities for each of the over 3,000 school sites reported by the CDE.

Moreover, there are insufficient financial resources to complete this work. Although the department recently received a substantial increase in their mill allotment through AB 2113, this funding was allocated to adjust the department’s size according to current needs and does not cover additional requirements. The commissioners did not see an increase in their mill allotment; therefore, any large-scale expenditures would reduce the mill resources available to all counties. According to our technical vendors, incorporating these school sites is estimated to cost several million dollars, with additional substantial expenses at the local level amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars distributed across all county budgets. This poses significant funding challenges for both county and state budgets.
To clarify, our opposition is not due to a lack of commitment to protecting all school children, but rather stems from concerns about the available resources and the practicality of complying with this regulation.
We support our most recent language proposal, developed in consultation with the department, which provides that technical assistance from both the department and commissioners would significantly reduce the costs associated with this effort.
Until the proposed language is amended to fully address the resource and feasibility concerns of both the commissioners and the Department of Pesticide Regulation, we will continue to oppose AB 1864.
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