When Will We be Able to Come Back to Church?

This seems to be the question on everyone’s mind. Unfortunately, we don’t know yet. We wait for the “go ahead” from the state, trusting in the knowledge and experience of the health experts. We care too much for you to take chances with your health. However, we are busy preparing for when the day comes.

When We Do Reopen, What Will it Look Like?

You’ve already noticed changes everywhere you go. Stores and restaurants limit the number of people who can enter. There are strips on the floor at check-out lines marking the “social distance” of 6 feet. There are plexiglass shields between you and the cashier, who is wearing a mask along with many of the shoppers. Our world has changed dramatically in two short months! 

As staff, we have been discussing the changes and precautions we will need to take as well. Just like everywhere else, things will be different, at least to begin with. We want to share the changes we are discussing so you won’t be surprised. Plus, we want your feedback. 

All the plans shared below are tentative depending on the guidance we receive from state health officials. Some of these changes will require adapting, but they are for everyone’s health and safety. Besides, look at how much you already have been able to adapt these past two months. 

Disinfecting
· We will hire a company to thoroughly and professionally clean and disinfect the church a few days before we reopen. 
· We will also be wiping down and disinfecting all doors and bathroom surfaces before, during and after each service and any weekday events.
· We will have hand sanitizer stations at each entry and at several other places throughout the church.

Limited Numbers and Social Distance
We will almost certainly have to limit the number of people who can congregate, as well as keep everyone spread apart. To that end we currently plan to:
· Remove every other row of seats
· Have people sit at least three seats apart unless they are living in the same house
· Provide multiple services to make up for the smaller number of people who can attend each service (we are waiting for guidance on the number that will be allowed and still discussing the best way to make sure we don’t have too many people come to any one of the services)
· There will not be hugging, hand shaking, fist bumping or even elbow tapping (sorry)

Other Precautions
· We will likely have offering boxes in the back rather than pass the offering bags
· We will not be serving coffee, cookies, or snacks
· Wearing masks will be recommended, if not required by the state
· We do not know, yet, how we will do a choir. We are continuing to work on ways we can make choir happen in a safe and socially distant way.

If You do not Feel Safe to be In a Larger Gathering. We understand so…
· After we reopen, we will continue to video, as well as audio record, our services and have them available online so you can worship from home if needed. This is also a way for those who are no longer physically able to come to church to have church come to them.
· For those who do not have a computer, we will make and distribute CDs and DVDs of the service.
· For those who cannot afford a CD or DVD player, we are hoping to have a limited number of players available to loan out, and we will provide assistance to anyone who needs help hooking their DVD player up to their TV and/or learning how to use it.

Good Morning PGCC Emails Will Continue after we start meeting again on a weekly, rather than daily, basis.

Bible Studies at Church
We are working on ways in which Bible Studies can meet, yet stay socially distant. 

Let us know of your reactions and suggestions. 
· Again, all of the above plans are tentative, depending on the guidance we receive from the state and the feedback we receive from you.
· Also, all these plans are temporary and will gradually ease up as the threat from COVID-19 diminishes.

